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Abstract

In this thesis, we tackle the engineering problem of Discrepancy Check: verifying the
geometric correctness of a built object against its virtual model. Nowadays, manufactured
products are first designed using Computer-Aided Design (CAD) Software. The created
CAD model is a virtual mock-up of object to be manufactured and it is used for the
construction as the primary planning information. After the construction, the CAD model
is used as a geometric documentation of the manufactured object. For this documentation
to be reliable it needs to be verified. Systems exist to verify small and medium size objects
such as car components. But no scalable solution exists for large compound such as a
power plant.

We propose to use Augmented Reality (AR) to verify the model against the built
state. Acquired images of the plant are aligned with the model to offer Mized Views,
which helps engineers to detect clashes and act upon them by judging the geometric
quality of a construction. Using AR, engineers can infer the quality of the manufactured
product to create an as-built documentation rather than a costly model re-engineering.
The as-built documentation that mixes images and virtual design inform engineers about
the correctness of the model, not explicitly modeled elements and modifications of the
original design, which are common throughout the lifecyle of such plants.

The first part of this thesis presents a complete set of tools to perform discrepancy
checks using AR. We develop interaction methods to ease the visualization of CAD models
and registered images. We propose a transposition of the 2D zoom and pan interaction
to manipulate a Mixed View for AR and algorithms to browse images using their geo-
localization. We also present a registration method to align images of civil structures to
their models, which is based on reliable civil components: anchor-plates. We demonstrate
the practicality of the method to detect discrepancies on two different real applications:
an in-service nuclear reactor and a power-plant building site.

The second part of this thesis focuses on the problem of aligning images to a 3D model
using a pre-registered image. We study the complete registration pipeline from image fea-
tures extraction to pose estimation. First we develop a method to infer the geometric
precision of multi-scale features used in stereo registration. Then we present a cost func-
tion, which deals with the imprecision of these features by correcting their localizations
based on intensity information. This results allow extending the gold standard for stereo
reconstruction to take into account the intensity information which is otherwise only used
during the feature detection and carried it over in the final optimization. Finally we in-
troduce a method to extend the relative pose between two images to a full pose, which
relates the target image to the CAD model. We demonstrate the usefulness these methods
for registration in the context of discrepancy check.

Keywords:
Industrial Augmented Reality, 3D Computer Vision, Camera Registration, 3D User
Interface






Zusammenfassung

In dieser Arbeit beschéftigen wir uns mit dem Problem des Discrepancy Check, darunter
versteht man die Verifizierung der geometrischen Korrektheit eines hergestellten Objekts
anhand seines virtuellen Modells. Zu fertigende Produkte werden heutzutage zunachst
mittels Computer-Aided Design (CAD) Software geplant. Das dabei erzeugte CAD Mo-
dell kann als virtuelles Modell des zu fertigenden Modells angesehen werden und wird
als primarer Bauplan fiir den Bau verwendent. Nach dem Bau wird das CAD Modell als
geometrische Dokumentation fiir das gebaute Objekt verwendet. Um die Zuverlassigkeit
dieser Dokumentation zu gewahrleisten ist eine Verifikation notig. Es existieren bereits
Systeme um Objekte kleinerer und mittlerer Grofle, wie z.B. Autos, zu verifizieren, je-
doch keine skalierbaren Systeme welche auch auf grofie Objekte, wie z.B. ein Kraftwerk,
anwendbar sind.

Wir schlagen deshalb vor, Augmented Reality (AR) zu verwenden um den Baufortschritt
gegen das Modell abzugleichen. Aufgenommene Bilder werden dabei am Modell ausge-
richtet um gemischte Ansichten (Mixed Views) zur Verfiigung zu stellen, welche es dem
Ingenieur erleichtern Abweichungen zu erkennen und anhand der geometrischen Qualitét
der Konstruktion zu Beurteilen wie darauf zu reagieren ist. Mittels AR konnen Ingenieure
die Qualitat eines hergestellten Produkts ableiten um eine Dokumentation zu erstellen die
den tatséchlichen Bauzustand wieder gibt (as-built Dokumentation) anstatt ein kostenin-
tensives Reengineering durchzufiihren. Die as-built Dokumentation informiert Ingenieure
{iber die Korrektheit des Modells, nicht explizit modellierte Elemente und Anderungen
des Originalplans, wie sie iiber die Lebensdauer eines solchen Kraftwerks tiblich sind.
Der erste Teil dieser Arbeit prasentiert ein komplettes Set an Tools um Discrepancy Check
mittels AR durchzufiihren. Hierfiir entwickelten wir interaktive Methoden um die Visua-
lisierung von CAD Modellen und registrierten Bildern zu erleichtern. Wir schlagen eine
Transposition des 2D Zooms und Schwenkinteratkionen vor um die Mixed View fiir AR
zu verdndern und prasentieren Algorithmen um Bilder anhand ihrer Geo-Lokalisierung zu
durchsuchen. Wir prasentieren aulerdem eine Registrierungsmethode um Bilder von zivi-
len Strukturen mit ihren Modellen zu registrieren, welche auf zuverlassigen Komponenten
basieren, sogenannten Anchor-Platten. Wir demonstrieren die praktische Einsetzbarkeit
der Methode zum Erkennen von Abweichungen anhand von zwei verschiedenen realen
Anwendungen: einem bereits in Betrieb befindlichen Nuklearreaktor und einer Baustelle
fiir ein Kraftwerk.

Der zweite Teil dieser Arbeit konzentriert sich auf das Problem Bilder mittels eines be-
reits registrierten Bildes an einem 3D Modell auszurichten. Wir untersuchen die kom-
plette Registrierungs-Pipeline von der Extrahierung von Bild-Features bis zur Posen-
Bestimmung. Als erstes entwickeln wir eine Methode um die geometrische Prézision von
Multi-Scale Features, welche in Stereo-Registrierung verwendet werden, abzuleiten. An-
schlieend prasentieren wir eine Kostenfunktion, welche die Ungenauigkeiten dieser Fea-
tures behandelt indem sie ihre Position basierend auf Bildintensitéts-Informationen zu
korrigieren. Diese Ergebnisse erlauben es den Gold-Standard fiir Stereo-Rekonstruktion
so zu erweitern dass er die Bildintensitats-Informationen mit berticksichtigt, welche sonst



nur fiir die Feature-Erkennung verwendet werden, und bringt sie in die finale Optimierung
mit ein. Zum Abschluss fiihren wir eine Methode ein um die relative Pose zwischen zwei
Bildern zu einer vollen Pose zu erweitern, wodurch das Zielbild mit dem CAD Modell in
Verbindung gebracht wird. Wir demonstrieren die Brauchbarkeit dieser Methoden fiir die
Registrierung im Kontext des Discrepancy Checks.

Schlagworter:
Industrielle Erweiterte Realitat, 3D Mashinelles sehen, Kameraregistrierung, 3D
Benutzerschnittstelle
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Part 1

Introduction

In this part, we introduce the concepts that are developed in this thesis. In Chapter 1,
we motivate our work by explaining the industrial problem we tackle. In Chapter 2, we
review the techniques that are employed to obtain the registration in AR systems. Finally
in Chapter 3, we present the notation and some background knowledge in 3D Computer
Vision useful to apprehend the ideas develop later.







CHAPTER
ONE

MOTIVATION

The 90’s were a milestone for the product design process, when Boeing produced the
first aircraft only conceptualized using Computer Aided Design (CAD) software: the 777
[Sims, 1994]. Since then the design of a virtual model or virtual mock-up is the first step
for large goods manufacturing such as aircraft, cars, ships, power-plants, etc. In most
industries, the production happens in-house' therefore any modification of the product’s
design during its real prototyping can be easily integrated in the virtual/CAD model.
For example, in car manufacturing a loop process happens between CAD engineers who
define the virtual design, and prototype manufacturers who try to build the new model.
Manufacturers often discover the presence of problems with the current plan. Theses issues
are assessed and solved, this leads to a new virtual mock-up. This process iterates between
designers and manufacturers until a satisfactory prototype is created and can be sent to
production [Bazizin et al., 2009]. Unfortunately, for companies using subcontractors for
production this iteration is more complicated. Sometimes, subcontractors are not enforced
to produce an object matching the virtual mock-up but having the same functionality and
still fulfilling the safety requirement. This is especially true in the civil construction and
power generation area where it is rare to have capability to create prototypes. In this
case, the first try is the prototype [AREVA Press Office, 2003]. This might seem like an
inconsequential problem because the manufactured product is “functioning” or is at least
matching the specifications.

The presence of discrepancies would be truly inconsequential if the virtual model of
the product would then be discarded and never to be used as a correct geometric docu-
ment. But this is not the case; virtual mock-ups are very often used as as-built geometric
documentation of the delivered product. For example in the case of power-plants, up-
grades are planned using the current documentation, which can include annotated blue
prints, surveyed measurements, and the 3D virtual model. When a defective valve has to
be exchanged, first engineers consult the available information, using this documentation
repairs are planned. If necessary new parts are ordered. Then the maintenance crew goes
on site. At this point in time, the reality comes back and clashes are discovered. For
example, the valve in the model could be different than the one on-site or that another

Tt is built/produced by same company that is responsible for the design.



Motivation

discrepancy might exist between his documentation and the plant. Similar workflow can
be found in Nuclear Power-Plant (NPP) maintenance [Ishii et al., 2004] and decommis-
sioning [Ishii et al., 2009]. The reason for the model incorrectness may have different
sources. During construction, an error can occur when ordering the parts, which might
not be available anymore at the time of purchase, maybe a subcontractor found a cheaper
equivalent, or design model given to subcontractors was outdated therefore not matching
the design. During the plant life-cycle, it cannot be expected that the 3D model gets
updated because of the complexity of updating a 3D model. Additionally, 3D models are
often given to the operator in some legacy format that are hard to handle, and when a
part is replaced by a different component they need access to its 3D model to make the
update. Therefore most of the annotation happens on floor-maps (orthographic projection
of CAD) or isometry (non-realistic rendered view of the CAD) [Schall et al., 2008].

This discrepancy between 3D mock-up and reality might create a delay in the mainte-
nance. These delay have great consequences especially in the power generation business
where plants need to be regularly checked. For example in Japan, NPPs have to be taken
offline to be completely checked every 13 month [Shimoda et al., 2005]. This weakens the
power-grid and might cause some instability leading to blackouts. To get an idea of the
related cost, a nuclear power-plant when offline in France costs 1 m.€ per day [de Halleux,
2009]. With power plants getting older, their maintenance might require more time. And
we can expect the frequency of maintenance to be increased if the decision to double the
NPPs’ life span, which is by law limited to 32 years, was implemented [Seingier, 2009].

Discrepancies between documentation and product are not only consequential for
power plants but also for offshore platform. For offshore structures, maintenance is
planned “on-shore” using virtual mock-ups and replacement parts are ordered in ad-
vance. If there is a problem with the planned maintenance task because of a discrepancy
or an undocumented modification of the system, it will force the maintenance crew to fly
back on-shore to plan a new process that can be, this time, implemented.

In this thesis we present new methods to bring back some reality to virtual mock-ups.
We create a better documentation for civil work such as power plants. This new docu-
mentation merges CAD models and still images that represent the built state. This allows
performing discrepancy check; documenting the CAD model with un-modeled components
and modification of the design. We create this documentation using the Augmented Re-
ality paradigm. An exemplary augmentation obtained with our solution on power plant
images can be seen in Figure 1.1.

1.1 Industrial Documentation

In civil industry, documents available for engineers can take several forms. 2D drawings
are the traditional documents that will be find on building sites and are therefore briefly
discussed in section 1.1.1. Section 1.1.2 describes modern 3D CAD models and systems.
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1.1 Industrial Documentation

Figure 1.1: Augmentation of an Image brings new information to the CAD model. In
the area marked in red a discrepancy, a valve has been switched. In green undocumented
features, Electrical installation are visible in the image but not present in the CAD model.
In Blue plant alteration, metallic structure was added to the original design.

1.1.1 2D Documents

The first of them is Geographic Information System (GIS) [Mendez et al., 2008]. These
are maps that can include information such as cadastre, underground structures layout
of water pipes and electric cables... The traditional document for civil engineers used
to be industrial drawings or floor/wall maps, sometimes called blueprints [Appel and
Navab, 2002]. These are orthographic projections of the item. Figure 1.2 shows some
2D drawings of an industrial compound. They are still common on building sites. For
large complex, non-realistic representation of the model are also avaible. Isometries are
able to represent a complete system. These are non-metric document: schematics that
inform about angle and distance. They are extremely useful to map long pipes. They
are often annotated by engineers themselves [Schall et al., 2008] to document errors in
construction or modification of the design. Nowadays in the industry, design is mostly
performed directly in 3D, though some companies did not finished this switch [Compain
and Lancesseur, 2009].

1.1.2 3D CAD Systems

The 3D design is composed of geometric primitive (triangle, rectangle, cylinder, etc)
agglomerated together to represent the physical form of the objects, see figure 1.3. In
order to organize large projects, the models are often categorized by component types,
which are concrete structure (walls, stairs, floors, etc), pipes, ventilation systems (heating,
cooling, gaze evacuation, etc), machines (pumps, monitoring system, etc), etc. These
large models are usually stored in some kind of database that have a complex structure
and comport many reporting capabilities. All these 3D components are often linked with
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Figure 1.2: 2D Industrial Drawings represent orthographic views of the 3D CAD
models. They are still the document of choice for construction workers. It is also used to
store information as it can be easily annotated.
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Figure 1.3: 3D CAD Models can represent large and complex structures. This view
represents all the components that belongs to three rooms of a large power-plant.

meta-data such as information on their last maintenance, model number, history of sensor
readings that can be accessed upon request through the data storage system [Goose et al.,
2003].

Furthermore for large system such as power plants, the model can be of great complex-
ity and be so large that they are hard to render in their whole. For the manipulation of
such models to be trackable, they are organized hierarchically. Each complex is divided in
buildings that are designed for a specific task for example cooling. These systems comport
redundancy for safety reasons. Each building is itself divided in levels that are separated
in rooms. This structure offers multi-users access using versioning systems; someone can
manipulate a part of the model without blocking the access to the complete project. Ad-
ditionally, if implemented right accessing such a data-structure can be extremely efficient
compare to a naive implementation, which would not be usable.

During this thesis, we had the chance to have access to design data and actual state
pictures from different power plants. Using this access to the original database, we pro-
pose an integrated solution to the civil engineers in charge of the clash inspection and
plant walk-down. We used the similar techniques than the one developed to handle large
CAD model to keep the methods scalable for multiple users and data access. This way by
keeping the original structure, we avoid loosing all the information contained in the origi-
nal model. Additionally proposing an integrated system, that keeps a consistent structure
with existing information system, should facilitate the training of civil engineers to use
our tool and therefore its acceptance.
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1.2 Existing Solutions for Discrepancy Check

To find discrepancy, other technologies than Augmented Reality could be used. The first
of them, which is in use for clash inspection, is to employ a ruler and estimate the deviation
for sub-part of a system. The accumulation of errors in distance and angle makes this
method unreliable at best. Additionally some components, which might not be easily
accessible (e.g. on the ceiling), will require more time to be measured (e.g. installation
of scaffolding).

In car industry the state of the art is to compare design data and manufactured pieces
by using a probing robot [Nashman et al., 1995]. A touch sensitive sensor is attached to
a tracked robot arm that gives 3D information every time the sensor is in contact with
the manufactured product. More recently, NDI released the Portable CMM? to compete
with probing robots to verify manufactured parts. At the moment, these methods do not
scale well to be usable in a large complex such as a power plant.

Another solution would be to re-engineers the 3D model and create an as-built model.
It could be directly used as a new document or to compare with the planning data. The
geometric primitives (spheres, cylenders, cubes...) of this model have to be estimated
from low-level information. This information generally is a dense set of 3D points. These
3D points can be estimated using different techniques, which can be considered as state of
the art. For example, photogrammetry uses images to accurately reconstruct 3D points
[Heuvel, 2000]. Professional software are available to estimate this points’ cloud. Devices
such as laser scanners, which use a laser beam to obtain a dense cloud of points [Milroy
et al., 1996], could also be used. It usually offers denser clouds than the ones obtained
using photogrammetry. The 3D information required to estimate the model could aslo be
retrieve using Mixed solution, which merges Computer Vision algorithms and projective
display called structured light [Battle et al., 1998|.

The estimation of a complex as-built model, which could then be used in CAD software,
is interactive at best. And, as far as we know, there is no method to compare a complex
virtual mock-up with a reconstructed model; such an algorithm would have to perform
a deformable matching between 3D shapes. Even if they existed, these approaches are
hardly scalable. For example a probing arm works fine for a singular industrial object but
would be unusable on large models. Other methods would take too much time if applied
on the whole plant. But above all it is an overkill as they require a lot of time and price.
A proper documentation about correctness and discrepancies often is sufficient. Though
as-built modeling should not be always discarded, but should only be considered for some
hot spots where having a correct model is thought mandatory.

1.3 Augmented Reality

The concept of Augmented Reality (AR) was sketched by Sutherland when he devel-
oped the first Head Mounted Display (HMD) [Sutherland, 1965]. But it was baptized by
Caudell [Mizell, 1994] in the early 90’s when working at Boeing with his colleague Mizell.

2Coordinate Measuring Machine - http://www.ndigital.com/industrial /products-pcmm.php
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Figure 1.4: Augmented Reality System needs access to the real world here represented
by images, and virtual information, here represented by CAD model. An AR system is
composed of a registration procedure to align the virtual and real information, and a
visualization module to interact with the created mixed world.

They developed the first industrial application to support the assembly of wire bundle
that used AR technology. Later Milgram and Colquhoun [1999] and then Azuma [1997]
tried to conceptualize AR.

The basic idea behind AR, which is the definition we use in this document, is to display
a computer generated image that merges a picture of the Reality and a Virtual object.
The alignment should be geometrically correct (registration), and interactive. This might
be considered as a broader definition than Azuma’s [Azuma, 1997] because the reality
is not acquired on the fly. In this thesis we are focusing in the application of AR as a
medium to support an industrial task.

1.3.1 Augmented Reality Requirements

An AR system requires specific components to be implemented. Otherwise it does not
make it a complete solution. A schematic representing these modules is accessible in figure
1.4.

Data Access is the ground layer of any AR system that tries to augment a view of the
real world. It needs to have information about the real world, which usually are images.
Set of images can be continuous via video-streams or discrete via a set of still images, as
shown in figure 1.5(a). Information to augment the world is also necessary. Though the
augmentation could take any form such as olfactory or auditory. We augment the world
by visually incorporating virtual models. In our scenario, these models are extracted from
a CAD system database as usable 3D models, as shown in figure 1.5(b).
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Image Registration is the corner stone of any AR system. This module takes care
of aligning the real world (i.e. the image) to the virtual one (e.g. 3D model). In our
scenario, we have to compute the perspective transformation that happens between an
image and the 3D model. This is still a major topic of research especially to make it
usable in an industrial context. A more theoretical introduction to this problem is given
in chapter 3.

Visualization and Interaction should be concidered as a part of any AR System.
They define what the user perceives and how he modifies his experience. Interactions to
use this medium have to be implemented. This module depends on the task at hand.
For example, the visualization module of an AR navigation should guide the user to its
target for example with arrows. In our scenario the interactions should support the user
to detect discrepancies.

In this thesis we discuss all the aspects of such an AR system.

1.3.2 Industrial Augmented Reality (IAR) Challenges

In 1998, during the first International Workshop of Augmented Reality (IWAR) [Behringer
et al., 1999] a panel was formed to discuss possibilities, limitations and applications of AR.
They felt that AR had a great potential in many areas (factories, airplanes, medicine) for
trained and untrained users. They discussed about the necessary steps to build a truly
useful AR system. Both academic and industrial researchers emphasized that researchers
and developers should design properly their applications in collaboration with end-users
and that the focus should only be given to applications where AR technologies can make
a real difference. AR should limit human errors and create a mean to perform a task
better. They point out the technological problems of the time, some of which are still
addressed issues in current scientific publications. The two major problems are HMDs
and connectivity (i.e. access to network everywhere). They unfortunately could not yet
define the “killer app” where AR would have a massive impact.

ARVIKA [ARVIKA, 2001], a German project founded by the German ministry of ed-
ucation and research (BMBF), applied AR ideas to many application fields. It created a
great excitement for the companies within this consortium (Siemens, Daimler-Chrysler,
BMW, VW, Framatone ANP3...). They all came with problems that could be solved by
Augmented Reality [Weidenhausen et al., 2003]. Unfortunately, because of technologi-
cal limitations with display, tracking techniques and registration algorithms most of the
demonstrations did not make it to the market. Only one prototype made it out the door:
the Intelligent Welding Gun [Echtler et al., 2003]. A follow-up project named ARTE-
SAS [ARTESAS, 2004] tried to solve some of ARVIKA’s short comings. Even if it was
a scientific success specially in term of marker-less tracking [Platonov et al., 2006, Wuest
and Stricker, 2007], it did not reveal the killer application that would demonstrate the
profitability of AR.

3Framatone ANP is now named AREVA NP. It is a consortium between Areva (owns 2/3 of the
shares) and Siemens (resp. 1/3)
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A more recent review [Navab, 2004], using the knowledge developed at Siemens on
IAR, gives hints to develop an industrial killer application. For Navab, it should not be
an overkill. The AR solution should not try to solve something that is solved better and
for less with other technology. The problems that AR tries to solve have to be financially
beneficial, because AR hardware is still expensive and the R&D is costly. Finally, he
emphasizes on the necessity to produce scalable solution. It should not only work out of
the lab but in a complete setup and should be easily reproducible to be accepted by the
industry. Even though he does not give the silver bullet he offers the instruction to craft
it.

To summarize an AR application has to be:

o developed with and for the end user,
« financially beneficial,

« scalable and reproducible.

1.4 Benefits of an Augmented Reality Solution

An economic impact study has been conducted for the application of AR technology to the
construction of NPPs [Blum et al., 2006, Haeberle et al., 2006], which includes discrepancy
check application to support clash inspection and plant walk-down. They conclude that
the introduction of this technology would be beneficial for the industry in many aspects.
It would offer a faster and more precise method to evaluate discrepancy and a better
document that reduces the media discontinuity. They conclude by stating that their
study was based on the implementation of the system for only one power-plant, which let
them believe that its application on several building sites should increase financial return.
One of the co-author of this work Appel was interviewed in [Economist, 2007] and stated
that “the software will reduce the cost of constructing a typical medium-sized coal-fired
power plant by more than $1m”. They emphasize on the fact that such a solution can
only be beneficial if employed to perform the task. It needs to be accepted by the user
therefore it should be developed in collaboration with them and be similar to software
solutions they are used to (e.g. CAD software).

The financial aspect is not the only advantage offered by our approach based on AR
for discrepancy check. Having a verified virtual model accounting for the actual state of
the plant offers side benefits such as better and more accurate maintenance and upgrade
planning. New applications can also be imagined. For example, offering on-site tracking
should be possible using the registered images and verified model. It could be used for
AR supported maintenance or remote expert. This new document could also be used for
creation of an as-built modeling [Navab et al., 1999b].

11



Motivation

¢) The Resulting Mixed View

Figure 1.5: The Mixed View (c): a new document that merges Pictures of the Plant
(a) and its 3D Model (b). The new document links metadata from the CAD to the
image, informs the user about undocumented features (e.g. electrical wires), allows the
user to perform discrepancy check and offers new navigation techniques for large image
sets.
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1.5 Prior Work for Discrepancy Check Using Aug-
mented Reality

In this section, we review AR applications, which support an operator to find clashes
between a virtual model and the reality. A denser review of industrial AR applications
can be found in Appendix A.

For the car industry, Noélle and Klinker [2006] propose to superimpose wire-frame
model on to a newly manufactured component of the prototype to verify that the available
CAD model and the current “real” prototype are synced. They display a checkerboard
pattern, which alternating tiles represent the real and virtual world, to help the operator
finding differences. A stereo-system is used to create the augmentation and a marker-
based system is deployed to obtain registration between the optical system and the CAD
model

METAIO also develops a solution for finding these clashes in the context of factory
planning [Doil et al., 2003, Pentenrieder et al., 2007]. They present a system that could,
based on markers, augment static pictures of a factory. They offer, in the augmented
view, tools for precise measurements that are made possible using a carefully designed
registration method. These measurements are used to verify that a new object (e.g. car)
can be manufactured through the current production line. If a clash is detected, it means
that the current production line needs to be modified.

Webel et al. [2007] proposes a solution to find existing discrepancies between a real and
a virtual mock-up. Some companies use real mock-up to improve a design, for example
for sub-marines were space is an expensive resource. In their project, they looked at
optimizing the pipes layout for which a proper design is hard to find. Using the virtual
model as planning information, they manufacture a real mock-up. This real mock-up is
then physically modified to minimize the space requirements of the pipes layout. Using
augmentation of the real mock-up, discrepancies are identified. Discrepancies can be then
included directly in the virtual model by means of reconstruction made possible using
a stereo system. This iterative design process is promising, unfortunately cumbersome
calibration and limited reconstruction precision lower the usability of the current system.

Schoenfelder and Schmalstieg [2008] propose an AR solution for the plant walk-down.
This process is performed before the delivery of a new factory. Its purpose is to verify
the correctness and quality of the construction. They allow the engineers access to live
augmentation of the plant on a screen that is mounted on a cart. The engineers can
interact with the augmentation and when a discrepancy is found, he can easily document
it. The obtained document can be used as a testimony of discrepancy to the responsible
subcontractors to force them, for example, to deliver a correct 3D model. This system is
designed to focus on hot-spots as it requires an external tracking system to be setup in
advance.

All these approaches show the broad interest in both the AR community and the
industry for discrepancy check. Unfortunately, the existing solutions are not scalable to
the size of the problem we tackle as they all require some scene alteration for registration
(installation of markers or of an external tracking system), which require highly trained
operators to be executed. This limits their deployments for large systems such as power-
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plants, which would require many teams of experts to execute the check in a reasonable
time. With our system, we try to introduce simple registration methods that could be
used by everyone present on the construction site that have a basic knowledge of CAD
system to guarantee the usability and scalability of the proposed solution.

1.6 Objectives

The work surrounding this thesis was to develop an entire solution to support civil engi-
neers during documentation of discrepancies between a CAD model and the built state.
It should include all necessary tools to perform this task; no additional software should
be required. Because end-users are not expert in AR, the methods involved to register
images with their virtual models have to be as simple as possible. This means that it
should be understandable by civil engineers, who do not have knowledge about computer
vision. Registration methods have to produce precise alignments so the superposition
used for visual evaluation of discrepancy can be relied on. When possible methods should
be automated and if not, users should always be guided through every computational step
to limit the required training. Visual inspection of discrepancy have to be performed with
the developed solution. Therefore, the solution should include necessary interactions to
ease this process. Users should be able to reveal discrepancies at all stages of the plant
life-cycle: construction, commissioning, servicing... Documentation of these discrepancies
should be supported within the solution, therefore reporting system have to be included.
This should ease communication between the different department of companies and the
subcontractors. The ultimate goal of this work is to create a new document of the product
that merges the virtual model and as-built information.

1.7 Contributions of this thesis

1. We introduce a new workflow for industrial documentation based on a scalable
solution for discrepancy check. This can be applied to two scenarios:

(a) For existing plants that do not have proper verified 3D model to plan a main-
tenance or an upgrade. Using registered images to the virtual model, engineers
create an up-to-date documentation, by discovering: discrepancies, undocu-
mented features, and alteration of the design.

(b) For the erection of a new plant, the proposed solution allows civil engineers to
follow the different steps of construction and perform the appropriate checks.
If a discrepancy is discovered between models and the construction, it is as-
sessed. This can lead to an annotation, a change in the design (remodeling) to
handle the discrepancy or destruction and rebuilding the system comporting a
discrepancy.

This as-built documentation should minimize clashes and thus accelerate the con-
struction, decrease the planning and implementation time of tasks such as mainte-
nance, upgrade or decommission.

14



1.7 Contributions of this thesis

. We present new methods to interact with the developed AR CAD viewer. This
includes zooming functionality, 3D navigation capabilities, and component-based
viewing. Along with rendering method to visualize discrepancy, this offers all nec-
essary tools to handle such data.

. We propose a registration method based on industrial components, which are
broadly used in the civil industry. This approach is a two-steps process composed of
a segmentation algorithm and matching method. The resulting interactive method
allows engineers to quickly align newly acquired images to the virtual model for
inspections. The registered image can then be used to develop other registration
methods for other images of the same scene.

. We study localization uncertainty of multi-scale local features, which are at the
center of most algorithms dealing with registration of an image to another. We rep-
resent the underlying localization error distribution as being Gaussian and develop
a method to estimate it automatically from image information. We present result
on the known local features that are SIF'T and SURF.

. We present a new non-linear cost function for the estimation of the essential matrix.
The essential matrix governs the geometric relation existing between two images.
This method combines geometric information provided by feature points and inten-
sity information from the neighborhood of these features. This algorithm is able to
cope with badly localized points better than the gold standard method for registra-
tion of images.

. The essential matrix yields to a relative pose of an image to another, this relative
pose lacks a degree of freedom to be used for augmentation. We develop an algorithm
to extend it to a full pose using 3D information that is linked to images registered
to a CAD model. This algorithm is presented in our TAR framework as one of the
solution to register images to a 3D model.

. We give an up-to-date literature review of augmented reality industrial applications
developed to support a product over its life-cycle (design, maintenance, etc). During
the past few years we gathered some knowledge about industrial applications that
we summarize here. We categorize solutions by the stage at which the solution was
applied during the life-cycle of a product, rather than a purely historical narration.
We try to give a critical report of proposed approaches and to explain reasons for
failure and success in AR systems implementation.

Apart from the TAR literature review (contribution 7), all presented contributions have

been published in peer reviewed conference proceedings or journals, contribution 4 was
mainly developed during the Diplom Arbeit of Berhnard Zeisl, which was co-supervised
by Florian Schweiger and myself. A list of all my publications is located in appendix C.
A list of the abstract of the publications, which this thesis is based on can be found in
Appendix D. Not all publications, I authored or co-authored during the period of this
thesis are presented in this document. A list of extended abstracts of these articles can
be found in Appendix E.
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1.8 OQOutline

This thesis is divided in four distinct parts and a set of appendixes.

In the remaining of the Part I, we give an introduction to existing solutions to register
images to a CAD model for TAR in Chapter 2 and we describe the notation and some
background in 3D Computer Vision in Chapter 3.

In Part II, we present our discrepancy check application with first a description of the
proposed workflow in Chapter 4, followed by a presentation of two 3D interaction methods
designed for augmented CAD model in Chapter 5 and concluded by a description of a
pose estimation process based on reliable CAD component in Chapter 6.

In Part III, we propose some advances for computer vision, first on localization un-
certainty of multi-scale features points in Chapter 7, then on the non-linear estimation
of essential matrix in Chapter 8, and finally on the estimation of the translation’s length
between two cameras in Chapter 9.

In Part IV, we discuss the outcome of this work and describe possible future work.

In Appendix A, we study in depth prior applications of augmented reality developed to
support a product throughout its life-cycle and in Appendix B we discuss implementation
details on our software solution and present some of the user interfaces.

A list of my publications and patent application can be found in Appendix C, a list
of abstracts of the publication described in this thesis in Appendix D and a list extended
abstracts in Appendix E for the publication not discussed in the thesis .
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CHAPTER
TWO

STATE OF THE ART IN REGISTRATION FOR
INDUSTRIAL APPLICATIONS

In the past two decades, different strategies have been employed to compute the rigid
transformation that exists between a 3D model and a perspective image. In this Chapter,
we give an overview of different techniques available to perform this task. This includes
automatic means of computing the pose as well manual methods.

We, first in Section 2.1, focus on Visual Marker as there the most commonly used
approached to register cameras in AR systems. Then we discuss external tracking systems
in Section 2.2, stereoscopic system in Section 2.3, vision methods based on 2D and 3D
model in Section 2.4, algorithms based on keyframes in Section 2.5 and finally, in Section
2.6, briefly describe simultaneous localization and mapping.

2.1 Visual Marker based Registration

Fiducial 2D Markers are the most widely used technology for registration in AR. Usually
tracking systems based on markers are quite basic and are often using a single camera.
Each frame gets processed to detect fiducials. Theses fiducials are advanced bar-codes
with which one can compute a pose. An example of such a fiducial is visible in Figure
2.1(a) with the widely known “Hiro” tag from ARToolKit [Kato and Billinghurst, 1999].
Markers are designed such that their detection is fast and reliable. Ultimately, a large
quantity of distinguishable markers should be available to identify them uniquely.

In the past decade many markers have been developed. To name just a few: AR-
ToolKit, SCR Tag [Zhang and Navab, 2000], CyberCode [Rekimoto and Ayatsuka, 2000],
ARTag [Fiala, 2005], ARToolKitPlus [Wagner and Schmalstieg, 2007], Nestor [Hagbi et al.,
2009], etc. Most of these algorithms have publicly available implementation, which explain
their broad usage. Figure 2.1,2.2, 2.3 and 2.4 show some markers and their applications.

A marker allows relating a user to the marker coordinate system, which can be related
to a 3D model with pre-registration. Boeing, in the first IAR application, uses circular
fiducials stuck on their generic foam board for easing bundle wire assembly [Curtis et al.,
1998]. The ECRC developed their own markers [Koller et al., 1997a,b] and used them
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Figure 2.1: ARToolKit Markers: on the left the well-known “Hiro” tag and on the
right a demonstration of ARToolKit to find the transformation between the marker and
the user’'s HMD. Courtesy of http: //www. hitl. washington. edu/artoolkit/.

Figure 2.2: ARTags are advanced fiducial markers that offer a large set of distinctive
markers. Courtesy of http: //www. artag. net/.
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Figure 2.3: Siemens SCR in the SEAR Project uses markers for AR supported main-
tenance. The markers offer navigation guidance and contextual information. Courtesy of
Nassir Navab [Goose et al., 2004].

A anlRet .

Figure 2.4: Demonstration of ARToolKit+ at ISMAR 2007: Markers for regis-
tration on handheld devices such as cellphones. These pictures show a demonstration,
which uses the real mock-up of a city to offer X-Ray vision into underground structures.
Courtesy of Daniel Wagner http: // studierstube. icg. tu-graz. ac. at/handheld_
ar/media_press. php.
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for various scenarios such as interior design. In [Kobayashi et al., 2001], markers are
used in a welding training application. They were installed on the welding gun and the
working plane. They are tracked using the camera installed within the mask. Siemens
SCR, in [Goose et al., 2003], takes advantages of visual markers to support a maintenance
task. Using the marker they can localize the user with respect to the factory. Using this
geo-localization information they propose a mixed view composed of a pre-registered high-
resolution image with the virtual mock-up. The ARTHUS project [Broll et al., 2004] used
markers [Liu et al., 2003] to localize of Head-Mounted Displays for collaborative design.
The robot manufacturer Kuka [Bischoff and Kazi, 2004], when prototyping a new user
interface paradigm for robot control using AR also employs them. For decommissioning
of power plants, [Ishii et al., 2009] use self-developed linear bar code markers. Since
they cannot directly provide a pose, as a regular 2D marker would, they use them in
combination [Shimoda et al., 2005]. METAIO and Volkswagen, in [Pentenrieder et al.,
2007], demonstrate that markers can provide industrial grade precision, if installed with
care and properly related to the 3D Model. In their application they use drill holes of the
car body to mount the markers, thus guaranteeing a precise positioning.

Marker technology is not only used for absolute pose estimation between the user and
the world coordinate system. Markers have also been employed as tangible interaction
tools. They are typically attached to an object manipulated by the user. The marker
informs us of the relative transformation between the camera and the object. For example,
in the URP project Ben-Joseph et al. [2001] use barcode-like markers to manipulate
tangible objects on an augmented table; a similar approach can be found in [Kato et al.,
2003]. Gausemeier et al. [2002] also use the tangible property of markers to organize a floor
shop. They scoop 3D models from an AR catalog and deposit them in their virtual factory;
the markers give the geometric relation between the models. For a similar application,
Doil et al. [2003] propose that each marker represents a single piece of hardware that
has to be organized within the floor map. Dunston et al. [2002] use them to visualize
complex pipe layouts; the model is attached to the marker and moving the marker as the
viewpoint thus allows the user to understand the layout in a natural way. Molineros and
Sharma [2001] use home grown markers, which are a set of white dots to encode the data,
to support assembly workers.

Markers were used in countless prototypes of AR system as shown in [Regenbrecht
et al., 2005]. Here is a list of the papers discussed in Appending A that are based on
marker technology: [Fujiwara et al., 2000] to help visualization on remote building cites,
[Reiners et al., 1998, Zhong et al., 2003, Zauner et al., 2003, Hakkarainen et al., 2008]
to support or train for an assembly task, [Klinker et al., 2001a, 2004, Lipson et al.,
1998, Neumann et al., 1999, Siltanen et al., 2007] to help maintenance workers, [Klinker
et al., 2002, Nolle and Klinker, 2006, Regenbrecht et al., 2002, Schumann et al., 1998] for
collaborative design inspection.

The simplicity of markers had a massive impact on AR. Since they only require to be
printed and related to a 3D model, a vast majority of AR prototypes are based on them.
Their algorithmic complexity made it possible to use them on handheld devices [Pasman
and Woodward, 2003] and [Riess and Stricker, 2006].

Even if marker technology seems to be successful in printed medias, where they offer
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additional features for articles and advertising [Magazines, 2009]; only few applications
tried to use markers in an industrial context, even fewer in a real setup because the
solution is hardly scalable. It requires having many distinctive markers. One would need
to register each of them to a model for example using [Klopschitz and Schmalstieg, 2007].
Their geometric integrity has to be guarantied over time in order to be reusable, which is
more than unlikely for example in an ever evolving factory floor. Finally, the obstruction
of the workspace that they create is unfortunately their biggest major drawbacks. Markers
failed to be accepted for a broad use, as the German project ARVIKA (based mainly on
markers) has demonstrated [Weidenhausen et al., 2003]. But even if they cannot be used
on a large scale, they can be beneficial in some specific cases and therefore should not
be discarded all the time, as they are at the moment by the industry maybe because
researchers pushed their use too much forward when other technologies were available.

2.2 External Tracking Systems

Some applications use external tracking systems to estimate the pose of a camera or a
display at any times. For this, these systems have to be registered to the 3D model. All of
the systems described in this section are available as off-the-shell solutions, which is one
of the explanations for the wide use in prototypes and industrial applications. They do
not require any re-implementation to obtain a high-quality tracking. These systems can
be separated into two categories, local systems that are limited in their working volumes
and global systems that are deployed on a larger scales.

2.2.1 Local Systems
2.2.1.1 Magnetic Tracking Systems

Magnetic trackers are commonly used in medical applications. These systems are com-
posed of a transmitter, which creates the magnetic field and a sensor. This sensor is a
passive coil, which under the influence of the magnetic field generates a current that can
be used to determine its current position. For example, [Kaufmann et al., 2000] use a 6
DoF tracker to estimate the transformation between the virtual world and the user HMD,
for AR guided assembly of geometric shapes.

2.2.1.2 Ultrasound Tracking System

Ultrasound tracking systems have been widely used in Augmented Reality especially in
the 90’s because it was one of the only viable solution then. It is composed of beacons, the
object to be tracked, that emits ultrasounds and a set of microphones that triangulates
the position of the beacons. Several beacons can be identified by the different frequencies
they produce. It was used in [Webster et al., 1996] to track the user’s HDM in 3D space to
reveal invisible structure of buildings. Newman et al. [2001] combines ultrasonic trackers
and inertial trackers to fellow the movements of the user’s HMD.
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2.2.1.3 Optical Tracking System

Optical tracking systems are the most commonly used technology in prototypical AR
applications. These systems are composed of two or more cameras that are composed of
infra-red flash and an infra-red filters. This system can easily detect infra-red reflective
surface. The tracked object is usually composed of four reflective markers (e.g. spheres),
each of whom can be localized in 3D using triangulation techniques, and all together
creating a identifiable 3D marker with 6 DoF. A good introduction to this technology is
available in [Sauer et al., 2000], where they use it in an AR guided wiring application,
and [Schwald and Laval, 2003], where it was used for a maintenance task training. The
KARMA system from Columbia University [Feiner et al., 1993] employed an external
infra-red tracking system to localize a printer to repair and the HMD in real-time. Op-
tical tracking systems were also combined with inertial systems to support pilots in jets
[Foxlin et al., 2004]. ART' systems were deployed in many applications, [Echtler et al.,
2003] use it to track a welding gun, which is used to calibrate the optical system to the
real CAR thus offering very precise tracking and quick calibration; [Barakonyi et al., 2004]
used it to prototype an AR guided maintenance application, [Schwerdtfeger and Klinker,
2008] used it for logistic picking task test fields and [Schoenfelder and Schmalstieg, 2008]
deploy it in a factory for clash inspection. Other off-the-shelf systems have been used, for
example the optotrak?, as an out of the box solution such as design evaluation [Ohshima
et al., 2003].

Each of these technologies had his success because of their reconfigurability. Once
such a system is installed in a lab only the targets (beacons, coils or markers trees) have
to be re-configured to use it for a different application. This can be made easy if a proper
software architecture is used such as DWARF [Bauer et al., 2001] or CAMPAR [Sielhorst
et al., 2006].

Unfortunately, none of these tracking systems is a perfect solution: magnetic trackers
are perturbed by metallic masses, ultrasound systems are rather un-precise and infrared
is perturbed by the sunlight. But above all, they are designed to work in a small volume
and to be used in a large environment they would need to be moved and calibrated each
time as explained in [Schoenfelder and Schmalstieg, 2008]. Since we want our system to
work on a large scale and not on a hotspot it could not be considered as an alternative.

2.2.2 Global Systems

All global systems are based on a similar principle. They use landmarks that have known
positions and that can be uniquely identified. Most of these systems were developed for
the military and the navy, for example the radio direction finding system which allowed
a ship to localized itself at sea but is obsolete nowadays. GPS is, as far as we know, the
only technology that can offer AR grade precision. Therefore we only focused on it.

Thttp://www.ar-tracking.de/
2http:/ /www.ndigital.com/
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2.2.2.1 Global Positioning System (GPS)

GPS is broadly used to support field workers. A GPS client triangulates its position by
estimating its distance to four or more satellites positioned on a medium orbit; the fourth
satellite is used for absolute time estimation. Since a GPS only provides a location in
the earth coordinate system the orientation has to be given by external sensors. The
TINMITH system [Thomas et al., 1999] was deployed in [King et al., 2005], where they
use the integrated GPS to localize a laptop and a compass to orient their GIS data with
respect to their current video frame to augment a vineyard with soil information. Dodson
et al. [2002] combine a GPS and a gyroscope in AR binocular that relates the user with
virtual models; this way they can augment the binocular view with underground struc-
tures such as gas pipes. The same combination was used in [Schnidelbach et al., 2002],
where they built an outdoor system to obtain a CAVE-like experience outdoor for the
augmentation of touristic sites. Vesp’R [Kruijff and Veas, 2007, Veas and Kruijff, 2008]
combines inertial sensors and GPS to obtain the pose of the device; it was deployed for
virtual redlining [Schall et al., 2008]. [Behzadan and Kamat, 2005], using a similar setup,
are able to augment real construction sites.

Global systems are often the only outdoor solution and offer some solution for AR.
But these systems have been designed for outdoor use and provide no position information
when used indoor or underground because of the signal disturbance by concrete structures.
The property is less than desirable for our scenario that includes outdoor as well as indoor.

2.3 Stereoscopic System

Stereo systems are a commonly used technology to acquire 3D information. For example
the DaVinci Robot?, a surgical robot, uses a stereo endoscope to give a 3D feeling to sur-
geons. A stereo system is composed of two cameras. The optical setup is fully calibrated:
known displacement and known internal parameters. If points are in relation between the
two images from the cameras, the system can directly triangulate their position. This
system offers real-time performance compatible with the augmentation of video-streams.

Stereoscopic systems were one of the first technology used in AR for example in
robotics [Zhai and Milgram, 1991, Milgram et al., 1993]. They offer measuring capa-
bilities and direct overlay of augmentation. More recently Noélle [2002] used a stereo head
for inspection because the immersion obtained is supposedly better. [Webel et al., 2007]
use a stereo system for discrepancy check between a mock-up and its virtual model; the
stereo system has here additional advantages that only stereoscopic system can offer, such
as reconstruction for CAD update.

Stereoscopic systems offer direct access to 3D information in the scene but when
registration is required, it is mostly done manually or based on markers.

3http://www.davincisurgery.com/
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2.4 Model Based Registration

Many tracking and registration systems are using the model of the object. It can be 2D,
3D, textured or non-textured. In this section we list different AR applications that use
such methods.

Manual interaction is the first model-based method one can think of. ECRC uses, in
some of their demonstrations, a manual registration system where the user selects points
in the image or 3D points in the scene using a 3D pointer and then put them in relation
with the 3D model to obtain the registration [Tuceryan et al., 1995]. This is a perfectly
suitable solution when only single image augmentation is required and tracking is not
necessary.

The 3D model of a bridge is used to obtain its pose based on edges [Chevrier et al.,
1995, Berger et al., 1996, 1999] . This work is quite impressive when considering that the
results are obtained using images taken at night. Drummond and Cipolla [1999], Klein
and Drummond [2003] present a method that uses a non-textured 3D model to estimate
the current pose of an HMD. They extract edges from the current view and from a
rendered view of the 3D model; and estimate the pose by minimizing some re-projection
error. Similarly Comport et al. [2003] use a visual servoing framework to register the
current image to a 3D model using edges. These edge methods operate at high frame
rates, which makes them suitable for portable devices as demonstrated for still images
in [Riess and Stricker, 2006]. Unfortunately these methods do not support automatic re-
localization. These problem was tackled by [Platonov and Langer, 2007] to automatically
localized engine parts for maintenance and by [Kotake et al., 2007] for printer maintenance.
Kameda et al. [2004] use points, which can be detected stably between the CAD and the
image to estimate the current pose.

Using 2D models, the tracking system of BUILT-IT extract contours in the current
frame to estimate the pose of planar objects [Rauterberg et al., 1998]. Navab et al. [1999b)]
estimate the pose of the current view by calculating homographies; the landmark used for
registration are extracted manually by the user. Molineros et al. [2004] use edge detection
on images from airport runways and track them in real-time using 2D maps, this to help
pilot taxiing.

Some methods are based on textural information. For example, Klinker et al. [1998]
uses Reality Model generated with different technology (stereovision...) combined with
GIS data, to develop automatic algorithms for registration. Reitmayr et al. [2005] use the
texture from the maps to estimate the current geometry; they use local features extracted
from the current video frame and match them to a dictionary of objects (e.g. maps)
that could present in the current view. Using a coarse textured 3D model, Reitmayr
and Drummond [2006] estimate the pose of a mobile system by matching edgels from the
rendered model to the current view using intensity information.

The model used for these systems is supposed to be correct. Some of the methods
are made “robust” but only to handle occlusion. None of them is designed to handle a
model that does not match the built state. Additionally the clutter present in industrial
environment makes the information provided by an edge detector poor. Since the verified
part of the model, we have accessed to, is limited, methods based on iterative closest
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point (ICP) [Rusinkiewicz and Levoy, 2001] mostly fail because of the clutter.

2.5 Keyframe Based Registration

In order to overcome some of the problems related to model based approaches, researchers
started to use the concept of keyframes well described by [Lepetit et al., 2003]. Keyframes
are images registered to a global coordinate system (in our approach the CAD coordinate
system). These images permit to use features-based approach, which offers real-times
performances making them attractive for Augmented Reality.

Bleser et al. [2005] proposed a method that uses a single keyframe and a correct
CAD model for industrial AR. For maintenance support, Platonov et al. [2006] track a
unique keyframe at any given time, they use the 3D model obtain the correct scaling.
Other researcher focused on the use of multiple keyframes, when no global coordinate are
fixed, to obtain a stable tracking for example [Chia et al., 2002]. [Stricker, 2001], also
using multiple keyframes, first finds the closest keyframe to the current view and then
computes an affine alignment.

Keyframes have a great potential for Augmented Reality. Unfortunately they suppose
the registration of the keyframes to be given, which is often a tedious procedure. Some
use computer vision software to generate the model and their keyframes [Lepetit et al.,
2003] others markers [Platonov et al., 2006]. This is not suitable as we have already a
model and as mentioned in 2.1 we do not want to use markers.

The registration method, which we introduce at the end of this chapter, will indeed
create keyframes that are then used for registration of new images. A more detail algo-
rithmic description of the papers presented here is given in chapter 9 where we present a
method for full pose estimation from a single keyframe that applies for wide baselines.

2.6 Simultaneous Localization and Mapping

Vision based Simultaneous Localization and Mapping (VSLAM) has taken some momen-
tum in the past five years in AR. They offer the possibility to create a 3D map of the
environment that is captured by the camera using feature points. These methods can
mostly be divided in two categories, either based on Extended Kalman Filters [Davison
and Murray, 2002] or Bundle Adjustment [Klein and Murray, 2007]. In all these methods
the camera knows its location with respect to the maps it creates; some methods are able
to perform relocation when tracking is lost for example when the scene is occluded.

It has mainly been used for remote expert type of scenarios [Davison et al., 2003a,b,
Reitmayr et al., 2007] where the relation to an absolute reference (e.g. from a CAD)
is not necessary. This is at the moment the biggest limitation of VSLAM, but one can
conjuncture that a VSLAM system that uses keyframes pre-registered to a model should
have a great impact for the industrial applications.
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Conclusion

In this chapter, we showed there are many different methods to obtain a registration.
These methods are not perfect for every applications, they have advantages and disad-
vantages. As our system as to work indoor in a power-plant as well as outdoor we cannot
used a GPS. Generally scene engineering is not practical because of the scale of the envi-
ronment we need to augment. This is why we focus on component-based registration to
obtain registered images that can be used for direct augmentation or as keyframe.
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CHAPTER
THREE

NOTATIONS AND BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO 3D
COMPUTER VISION

In this chapter, we introduce mathematical notations (Section 3.1) and computer vision
concepts (Section 3.2 to Section 3.9) necessary to grasp the problem we tackle. For a
complete description of geometry of multiple cameras refer to textbooks such as [Faugeras,
1993] and [Hartley and Zisserman, 2003]. The notations and formulations used here are
largely inspired by [Bartoli, 2003] and [Benhimane, 2007].

3.1 Notations

symbol meaning
general writing style

A set
AT set A without its null element
A" (withn e N*) o n-ary Cartesian power of A
Gy, A scalar value
A, A vector
A matrix

reserved symbols

................................ set of all natural numbers
.................................... set of all real numbers
........................... set of all positive real numbers
........................................ point in 3D space
........................... homogeneous coordinates of M
.................... 3D point Euclidean coordinates of M
........................................... 2D image point
.................... 2D point in camera coordinate system
.......................................... 3D virtual point
.......................................... 2D virtual point

32732 RRZ
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L identity matrix
O zero vector
0 zero matrix
(1,3, k) canonical base of R3
i=[100]" x direction vector
J=1010]T y direction vector
k=[001]" z direction vector
K camera calibration matrix
R rotation matrix
L translation vector
T homogeneous motion matrix
P projection matrix
Y vector of residuals
X state/parameters vector
A true value of a
A observation vector of a
A estimatation vector of @
statistic symbols

O standard deviation
Y covariance matrix
N(X, Xy) normal distribution with mean vector X and covariance >y
mathematic operators

lal absolute value of a
Iyl Ly norm of the vector y
Al determinant of the matrix A
A=l inverse of matrix A
AT transposed matrix of A
[]. ..3 x 3 skew-symmetric matrix of a 3-vector (c.f. Eq. 3.1)
L, matrix vectorization operator (c.f. Eq. 3.2)

[] is the 3 x 3 skew-symmetric matrix, that represents the cross product operator.

Vp,q € R?, [p], q=p x q. It is defined as follows:

0 —z2 vy

-
Vp=[zyz] , [pl,= z 0 -z
-y x 0

[.]» is the vectorization operator, which rearranges a matrix in a vector defined as:

Ac RTXC7 a— [A]U s.t. a= [al,la sy Qley ey Ay e e ’ar’c]—r ’

with a; ; the element of the matrix A at row ¢ and column j.
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3.2 Multi-variate Functions and Derivatives

In this section, we describe the notation, we use, for derivatives of multi-variate functions.
We consider vectors and matrices as multivariate functions that can therefore be derived.

The jacobian or first derivative of the vector function a(b) = [ay(b) - - - an,(b)]" with
respect to the vector b = [by - - by,]" is defined as the n, x n, matrix:
B 8&1 8&1 aal ]
Iy Zp) ... b
g,bl< ) g‘@( ) %bnb< )
a9 a9 a9
2y Z2(0b) - b
Ja(b) = %(x) = abl( ) 352( ) abnb< ) (3.3)
aX x=b . . .
da Ja Ja
e (b " (b)) - e (b
_361() 81)2() 8bnb<)_

We define the n, x n, matrix M, (by, by) related to the second derivative of a with
respect to by as:

Ma (b1, by) = [ Ha (b1)by -+ Hg (bi)by |, (3.4)

with by, by € R™ and H,, the second derivative (also called Hessian matrix) of the multi-
variate scalar function a;(b) with respect to b. It is defined as follows:

[ 0%, D%a; D?a; 1
g i (b
86%( ) (%1(%2( ) 8b18bnb< )
D%a; D%a; d%a;
' (b b ' (b
Ha (b) = Do () o, > g P b D | (3)
Ix x=b : : . ;
D%a; D%a; D%a;
) TE gy L Dl
| 0ba,Oby " b, Oy Obp, =~ |
. . . T 82@1'
H., (b) is an n, X n, symmetric matrix ( Hg, (b)' = H,(b) ) because 5655 (b) =
Al
D%a;
—(b).
8bj6?bi( )
Finally, we extend the Jacobian operator J,(b) to matrices:
Ia (B) := Jpay, ([B,) (3.6)

where Ja (B) is a matrix of dimension r4ca X rgeg.
This generalization of the Jacobian operator to matrices is useful when deriving an
image function represented by a matrix function.

3.3 Non-linear Least Square Optimization

In this section, we give a brief introduction to optimization of non-linear least square
problems. Specifically we are focusing our attention to minimization which will be the
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optimization problem tackled in this thesis. For a more thorough presentation on opti-
mization the reader is referred to [Flecher, 1987].

Let f (x) be the function we want to minimize:
f: R — Ry | (3.7)

which can be expressed as a sum of squares:

with y (x) = [y1 (X) y2 (X) ... yp (x)] referred to as the set of residuals.
We want to estimate a minimizer X of f:

X = arg m}jnf (x) , (3.9)

Here we present local and iterative methods to estimate a minimizer of f from a
current estimate X. The current estimate X is updated by an increment Ax estimated by
the optimizer. A classic and simple optimizer is the steepest descent where the update is
computed as follows:

Ax=—-aly %)y (®), (3.10)
with o € R
As f >= 0 and supposing that « is selected to be small enough the update obtained by
the gradient descent will decrease f. If enough iteration are performed, the optimization
should reach a stable point where the gradient is zero. This indicates the possibility of a
minimum. Even though we can guarantee convergence with such an optimizer, the choice

of o is complicated and might lead to a slow convergence. Therefore we introduce more

complex methods called Newton methods which, in most cases, offer faster convergence!.

We recall that a minimizer x of f has a zero gradient:
X =argmin f (x) = J;(x) =0. (3.11)
By deriving Equation 3.8, we obtain the jacobian of f as:

Jr(x)=dy () y(x) . (3.12)
A Taylor expansion of J; around the current estimate X leads to:

J(R+A%) = J,R+A%)" (v (X) +Jy (A)Ax+O||Ax||2)

Jy(x + M (X,Ax) 4+ O HAXH) (y(®) + (X)Ax+0||AX||2)
®) ' y®+ 'y ()A><+M(XAX)T (%) + O || Ax|f?
(x )"

)TY( %) +Jy () Jy (%) Ax + M (%, A%) "y (%) -

J
(
Jy
Jy

Q

(3.13)

1Tn the sense of fewer iterations to obtain a minimum.
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The Newton update can therefore be found as:

Ax =-S5, X))y ®), (3.14)
with .
S=J,®"dy®+ Z yi (X) Hy, (x) . (3.15)

Newton optimizers converge quadratically? in the neighborhood of X. Unfortunately, it
requires to compute the inverse of S, which might not exist because the weighted sum of
Hessian matrices might not be positive definite®. Additionally, computing m Hessian ma-
trices at each iteration is computationally expensive. Therefore different approximations
of S are usually employed. Most of them are based on the idea that around the minimum
X the second term of 3.15 is negligible because residuals y are small.

This leads to the Gauss-Newton method, which defines its update as:

S=1J,(%) )y (X). (3.16)

It converges almost quadratically. Unfortunately, convergence cannot be guaranteed and
the term J™J may be ill-conditioned. In order to deal with these limitations, modifications
to Gauss-Newton have been proposed.

For example, Levenberg-Marquardt augments the diagonal of J'J to force S to be definite
positive. This leads to an optimizer that can switch between a gradient-descent and a
Gauss-Newton with guaranteed convergence:

S=1J,(X)" Iy (X) + A, (3.17)

where A € R% is a damping factor chosen such that the selected step decreases f. For
a given A, an update is computed based on S: if it leads to decreasing f, A is decreased
(e.g. A« 0.1 x ) to go towards a Gauss-Newton else A is increased (e.g. A < 10 x \).
This increase of X is repeated until an update is found that decreases f; this modifies the
optimizer behavior towards a steepest descent.

Optimizers presented here are iterative. They iterate between computing the step Ax
and updating the current estimate X until convergence. We use two different stopping
criteria. The first one is related to the update size (i.e. ||Ax| < €), which indicates a
small gradient of f. This is a necessary condition for a minimum. Unfortunately it could
also indicate a saddle point [Flecher, 1987]. The second condition is a maximum on the
number of iterations in order to avoid an infinite loop when oscillating or diverging.

To illustrate the property of these different optimizers, we try to find the minimum
of the sum of square cost function shown in Figure 3.1(a). This cost function has a local
minimum closer to the global minimum located at 0. As mentioned before, the gradient
descent (Figure 3.1(b)) convergences towards the closest minimum and therefore can get
stuck in a local minimum. Additionally, the number of iterations is high and the update

2We say that an optimizer has quadratic convergence when fa+1)/ f(2t) < a [Flecher, 1987]. It can be
seen as how quick an optimizer minimize f.
3A is definite positive if and only if Vx € R} = x Ax >0
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step decreases the closest it gets to the minimum because the gradient of f decreases.
Therefore the computational time of a gradient descent can be large to obtain a precise
result. Newton optimizer (Figure 3.1(c)) offers in this case the best results but requires
extra computation. Gauss-Newton (Figure 3.1(d)) diverges when the matrix S is badly
conditioned. This often happens when the optimizer is badly initialized. But it offers
a fast convergence close to the minimum. The Levenberg-Marquardt method (Figure
3.1(e)) offers a good trade-off between the guaranteed convergence of the gradient descent
and the fast convergence of the Gauss-Newton method close to the minimum.

In this thesis, when minimizing a non-linear sum of square cost function we use either
a Gauss-Newton or a Levenberg-Marquardt optimizer.

3.4 Special Euclidean Group - SE(3)

In this section, we introduce the special Euclidean group denoted SE (3), which will be
used in this thesis to parametrize the motion of cameras. For a more detailed description
to SE (3), its associated Lie algebra and their applications to 3D Computer Vision, the
reader is referred to [Benhimane, 2007] and [Klein, 2006].

The Special Euclidean group SE (3) is the group of rigid body motions, which includes
translations and rotations. In a neighborhood of I, SE (3) can be parametrized using its
associated Lie algebra se (3) using the matrix exponential:

exp: se(3) — SE(3)

oo Ly 3.18
A ep(A) =S8 A) 1)
A is a 4 x 4 matrix.
We defined the generators of rotations of R? as:
i 0 j 0 k 0
and the generators for translations:
0 i 0 j 0 k
A4:|:OT 0:|aA5:|:OT é:|7A6:|:0T 0:| (320)
We define by x = [z, 22, - - ,£C6]T the linear coefficients of A € se (3) such that:

A =D = [ [u(x)0(x)], @<x>} | 1)

with 0(x) := [|xgr]|, u(x)8(x) := xg := [T1 22 atg]T, B(x) :== x4 := [z4 25 :L‘G]T.
It is possible to express T € SE (3) as a function of the coefficients x, if it is in a
neighborhood of | as follows:

T(x) = exp (A(x)) = { R(x) t(xw , (3.22)
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0.5

(d) Gauss-Newton (e) Levenberg-Marquardt

Figure 3.1: Minimizer results on a function with a local minimum.
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where rotations are parametrized using the Rodriguez formula:
R(x) = I +sin(0(x)) [u(x)], + (1 - cos(6(x))) [u(x)]; , (3.23)

and translations are parametrized as follows:

(x) = (I " “Tj(x” ()], + (1 - %) [u<x>1i) Bx). (324

So x is a parametrization of the rigid body movement of R?® (expressed from an iso-
morphism of projective space P?) around I. This parametrization is used throughout this
thesis to represent camera motion.

3.5 Basic Image Geometry

In this section, we describe the camera motion and projective model used in this thesis.
Let M be a point in 3D space and C the canonical coordinate system of the 3D space.
In C, M has for coordinates M = [xyz]T € R®. Let C; be an another coordinate system
of the 3D space, in C; M is defined by M; = [z; y; zi]T. The change of coordinate system
between C and C; is achieved by a rotation R; € SO (3) (JR;| = 1 and R/R; = 1) and a
translation t; € R3. SO (3) is the super-orthogonal group of dimension 3. This leads to
the following change of coordinate system equation:

This change of coordinate systems is what we describe as the motion.

The motion between the coordinate systems C and C; can be expressed by the trans-
formation T, € SE (3), where SE (3) is the special euclidean group (c.f. Section 3.4). T,
has the following form:

Because SE (3) is a group and therefore has a multiplicative law:
Tl, T, € SE (3) s T=T,T, = TeSE (3) . (327)

Using transformation parametrized using se (3), we can guarantee that the composition
of transformations is in SE (3).
We define the homogeneous coordinates M of the 3D point M as follow:

(3.28)

MN[I\H,

with M the coordinates of M in R?® and ~ the equality relation of the projective space
P", in this case n = 3, defined as follows:

LMeP'", L~M & daeR' st. L=aM, (3.29)
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3.5 Basic Image Geometry

with = the equality relation of the euclidean space R"*!.
Using the rigid transformation T;, we can express the coordinate system change in homo-
geneous coordinates. Equation 3.25 is replaced by:

M; ~TiM. (3.30)

The registration problems tackled in this thesis can be defined as the estimation of a
rigid transformation T, from the CAD coordinate system C to a camera coordinate system
C;, as shown in Figure 3.3.

3.5.1 Camera Model

In this section, we describe the pin-hole camera model and its parametrization. We
suppose that a projective camera, also called pinhole model, approximates properly our
optical system [Hartley and Zisserman, 2003]. In this model, a 3D point M projects as
a point m; on the retina of camera C;. This projection is at the intersection of the retina
and the optical ray passing through M and the camera center O; = —R/t;. The retina
is henceforth called image plane. It is a projection from P? to P2, which can be presented
by the matrix operation P;:

By decomposing P; we can separate the motion of the camera or extrinsic parameters R;
and t;; and the intrinsic parameters K;:

Pi~Ki[Ri ti], (3.32)

with K; is a 3 x 3 matrix.

The intrinsic parameters are the internal properties of the optical system, which are
the focal length (f,, f,) in both x and y directions, the skew 6, (the angle between the
image axes) and the principal point uy = [u, u, 1]". The matrix K; is parametrized as
follows [Faugeras and Luong, 2001]:

fo —focotan (05) wu,

_ fy
Ki=| 0 @ | (3.33)
0 0 1

Nowadays with CCD cameras, a no-skew hypothesis is realistic [Hartley and Zisserman,
2003]. Therefore we rewrite Equation 3.33 as follows:

fe 0 wu,
0 0 1

It is possible to estimate these parameters during off-line process. This process is called
calibration. Cameras are usually calibrated using a known pattern [Tsai, 1987, Zhang,
1999]. This calibration object for detection simplicity is often a checker board. We use
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Jz \ Po

\ / Pixel Grid
\ / Camera Center O’L

Figure 3.2: Pinhole Camera Model is parametrized by the matrix K; of internal pa-
rameters. This matrix transform points from camera coordinate system C; to the pixel
grid. The focal length defines the camera field of view and the principal point uy the shift
of the camera center on the pixel grid.

the implementation provided by OpenCV to perform this task, which is a transposition
of the Caltech calibration toolbox available for Matlab [Bouguet]. We say of a camera is
calibrated when its intrinsic parameters are known.

In reality, the pin-hole model does not hold because of distortions. The distortions (ra-
dial and tangential) are due to the optical system (e.g. the lens), which deforms straight
lines present in the scene to curves in the image. This phenomenon can be compen-
sated for by a warping function. This function is parametrized by non-linear coefficients.
These coefficients are estimated during the calibration along with the camera’s intrinsic
parameters.

3.5.2 Projection Formulation

Using the rigid motionT;, Equation 3.31 is rewritten as follows:

with w the warping function defined as follows:

w: P3 — P2
Z;
xT; [
Z.
i i , 3.36
M | Y| e pin | B (3:36)
Z’L .
24
1 1

which projects the 3D point M defined in the current camera coordinate system C; by
M, to the point p; on the camera plane 7 = [001]".
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3.6 Image Representation

Figure 3.3: Registration Schematic. The rigid transformation T changes the coordinate
system from CAD to camera. After projection on the camera plane using w, the image
coordinate system is obtained by using K.

3.6 Image Representation

In this section, we describe the image representation used in this thesis. Images are
represented by computers as grids G; of dimensions 7 x ¢. Elements of this matrix are
called pixels. They store an intensity for gray scale images or a tuple of intensities for
color images. For simplicity, we study gray scale images or color images converted in gray
scale, but the methods should easily be extensible to color images.

We suppose that there exists a function Z; that is discretely sampled by G;, defined as
follows:

Z,: QcCP? — R
u
me | o | e T (3.37)
1

with €2 the underlying continuous space sampled by the image grid of G;. We suppose that
the function Z; is differentiable for all degrees of differentiation (i.e. C*). For simplicity,
we define Z; as the first derivatives of Z;.

Since observations of the image function Z; are only available on a discrete grid
{1,--,re,} x {1,--- ,cg,}, interpolation of the intensity is required when a point m;
is not one of the grid points. We use a bi-linear interpolation, which is defined as follows:

.+ e

+ (u—w)(l+v—2)G(u+1,v

w0 =31 4 (G ru-we-vGlwet1) | (339
+ (u—u)(v—v)Gi(u+1,v+1)

with z the integer component of x.
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Finally, we suppose that the direct projections of a the same 3D point M in two
different images Z; and Z; result in the same intensity response. This image consistency
assumption can be summarized as follows:

VM, I, (Kiw (T,M)) =Z; (Kyw (T;M)) . (3.39)

In reality, this assumption does not hold because of image noise. Therefore, we suppose
that G; is a perturbed observation of true intensities defined by the image G;. Furthermore,
we suppose that the image noise is independent and has a Gaussian distribution with zero
mean:

G; (u,v) =N (G; (u,v) , 0g,) , (3.40)

with og, the noise’s standard deviation.

3.7 Point and Region detectors

In this section, we review the state of the art for local feature detectors and matching
algorithms. Point and region detectors are the base of most Computer Vision algorithms
as they provide the 2D measurements necessary for pose estimation (c.f. Section 3.8), 3D
point triangulation (c.f. Section 3.9.2), etc. Here we describe some background knowledge
related to local features (points and regions), localization and matching along with some
standard methods used in this thesis.

First, spacial detection is performed using a mathematical operator to localize a char-
acteristic feature. A local feature is found, where the operator output attains a local
extremum. The detection process often includes a further processing step to find stable
features, since local features are the starting step for many algorithms. The result of
these algorithms can only be as precise as the detector itself. Thus, a desirable property
for a local feature detector is stability, which can be measured in terms of repeatability
[Schmid et al., 2000]. Repeatability signifies that the detection is independent of changes
in the imaging conditions, like camera parameters, viewpoint changes, and illumination
conditions; i.e. a feature detected in one image, should also be detected at exactly the
same position in the other image. Unfortunately, the detection process can be affected
by noisy measurements that can result in some localization error. [Schmid et al., 2000,
Mikolajczyk et al., 2005] present comprehensive evaluations of local feature detectors.

Second, mechanisms to match features across images have to be put in place. Matching
of local features in two images is often done by correlation or with the help of a descriptor.
While a correlation approach directly compares the intensities around the interest points,
a descriptor characterizes the feature via the image structure in the neighborhood. Using
the gradient field around an interest point has proven to be very successful in many
computer vision applications [Lowe, 2004, Bay et al., 2008]. In the majority of cases
the descriptor itself is a vector of predefined length containing weighted samples from
this gradient field. While distinctiveness and occlusion robustness are reached by an
appropriate size and sampling of the gradient field, invariance to image transformations
is guaranteed by the detection of invariant property. These characteristics are covered in
the remaining of this section.
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Figure 3.4: Scale Space Representation of an Image. The different layers are created from
the initial image by convolution with an increasing Gaussian blur kernel.

It is not in the scope of this thesis to discuss descriptors. An introduction and a
comparative evaluation of descriptors can be found in [Mikolajezyk and Schmid, 2005].

3.7.1 Invariant Detection and Description

In this section, we describe how scale invariance is achieved. We say of a detector that
it is scale invariant, when the same physical location can be detected in images captured
from different distances (or with various focal lengths), as shown in Figure 3.4. In the last
years, research efforts have been focused in developing detectors and descriptors which
are invariant to changes of scale, rotation, and affine distortions.

3.7.1.1 Scale Invariance

Scale invariance is achieved by searching for interest points at different resolution in
the image and finding a characteristic scale to describe the point. Thereby an image
stack of increasingly smoothed layers is created to represent this differrent resolution in a
“continuous manner” (c.f. Figure 3.4). This generates a scale space. [Lindeberg, 1994] has
shown that the Gaussian kernel is the only valid smoothing operator for the creation of
the scale space, because it does not introduce artificial structures in the image. Each layer
is then processed with the particular detection operator, resulting in a stack of detector
responses. Some implementation represents the stack as a pyramid because decreasing the
image size by two is equivalent to doubling the o of the blurring kernel, and is cheaper
to compute. The created scale-space ensures that each feature will be represented at
different scales. Thus, if two images contain the same features but observed at different
sizes, there should be for each a layer on which they are equivalent.

The remaining task is to find this characteristic scale. Figure 3.5 illustrates the prob-
lem statement in the scale selection process. The term characteristic originally referred
to the fact that the selected scale estimates the characteristic length of the corresponding

39



Notations and Brief Introduction to 3D Computer Vision

0.1 T 0.1

| |
T scale = q5737

0.08 - 0.08

0.06 0.06

0.04 0.04

0.02

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
0.02 |

filter response value
filter response value

Figure 3.5: Detection of Characteristic Scale for local features: The top row shows
two images of the same scene but captured with different focal length. The circle sizes
are indicating the characteristic scales for the detected SIFT points and are according to
the size of the features in the images. The bottom row shows the scale selection operator
responses at the feature points over scale. Here the maximum of the filter response
indicates the characteristic scale and the ratio of 6.4 to 3.2 reveals that the right image
exhibits a zooming factor of 2.

image structures. [Lindeberg, 1998] studied automatic scale selection and the properties
of the selected scales extensively. The idea is to select the characteristic scale of a local
structure, for which a given function attains an extremum across scales. The selected
scale measures the scale at which there is maximum similarity between the feature detec-
tion operator and the local image structures. This scale estimate will (for a given image
operator) obey scale invariance under rescaling of the image pattern.

3.7.1.2 Rotation Invariance

Rotation invariance is achieved by an appropriate design of the descriptor, because the
detector itself does not account for it. A majority of interest point descriptors are built
from the local image structure around the detected point; more precisely it samples and
quantized the gradient information into bins. When the descriptor is not intrinsically
invariant to rotation as a histogram would, an ad-hoc solution is used. The method of
choice is to estimate the direction of the strongest gradient. By rotating the gradient
field in such a way that the major orientation is facing upwards, descriptors are then
independent from the current feature orientation, thus accounting for rotation invariance.
An illustration of the concept is given in Figure 3.6(a).
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(a)Descriptor regions (b)Affine deformation

Figure 3.6: Descriptor Invariance. 3.6(a): Interest point neighborhood used for cre-
ating the SIFT descriptor. The detection scale controls the size of the influencing area.
Rotation invariance can be achieved by rotating the gradient field, such that the strongest
gradient direction (overlaid as blue line) is facing upwards. 3.6(b): Invariance to affine
transformations is achieved by determining the descriptor from a normalized point neigh-
borhood that is influenced by the particular present affine shape.

3.7.1.3 Affine Invariance

In the case of affine transformations the scale change is, in general, different in each di-
rection. Then automatically selected scales do not reflect the real transformation of a
point. A shift-free estimation is possible if the image patch around an interest point is
normalized according to the underlying affine transformation. Estimation of the underly-
ing affine transformation can be done in different ways. Neighboring points can be used
as supporting points for a homography estimation, as well as the shape of the second
moment matrix. The estimated transformation is then used to normalize the descriptor.
Figure 3.6(b) displays this idea. For more information on affine invariant features, the
interested reader is referred to [Mikolajczyk et al., 2005].

In this thesis we focus on the quality of the 2D measurements given by local features,
therefore we do not focus on affine and rotation invariance. Affine and rotation invariance
have no consequence with respect to the precision of detection as opposed to the detection
scale since it modifies the original image use to detect the features.

3.7.2 Corner versus Blob Detection

In this section, we describe the difference between corner and blob detectors and then
focus on particular approaches. For an illustration of typical points and regions found by
a corner and blob detectors, see Figure 3.7.

3.7.2.1 Corner Detectors

In this section, we review the state of the art on algorithm to detect corner points. A
corner is defined to be the location where at least two dominant directions in an image
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Figure 3.7: Interest points detected by the Harris corner detector (left) and the MSER
blob detector (right). The ellipses in the right image specify the interest regions found by
the detector. Note how the different methods detect different properties of the image.

intersect. These kinds of well defined positions will be found by such detectors. However,
most corner detectors are sensitive not specifically to corners, but to local image regions
which have a high degree of variation in all directions. Thus, they will also detect isolated
points of local intensity maxima and minima.

The first automatic algorithm to detect corners are those of [Hannah, 1974] based on
the gradient of the auto-correlation function and [Moravec, 1977] that searches for points
with large variance. Then in photogrammetry, [Forstner and Giilch, 1987] proposes a
two step algorithm first finding optimal windows where good features lie and then find
where the feature exactly is in each windows. This discovery was followed by the one of
[Harris and Stephens, 1988] in the machine vision field that looks at the structure tensor.
The “Harris” corner is described in details in 3.7.3.1. More recently, features based on
small circles have taken some momentum with feature like SUSAN [Smith and J.M.Brady,
1995], FAST [Rosten and Drummond, 2005] and FAST-ER [Rosten et al., 2010].

All these approach are scale dependent. A method to upgrade them to scale invariant
methods can be found in 3.7.3.2.

3.7.2.2 Blob Detectors

In this section, we describe the principles behind some of algorithms to detect blobs.
In comparison to corner detectors, a blob detector searches for areas that are brighter
or darker than their neighborhoods. Each blob is, in general, localized by a well-defined
point: its center of mass. Often the neighborhood size is dependent on the size of the blob
itself. Unfortunately, algorithms that detect blobs in scale space often require massive
blurring which worsens the precision of the detector. In this thesis, we only focused on
region detectors based on differential filters. For a majority of this detection algorithm
can be split up into 3 steps. First, the algorithm builds a set of detector responses
based on a detector function fgec to represent the scale space. Second, a non-maximum
suppression approach is used to locate interest points spatially using fgqec and in scale
using a function for scale selection fse) (faec might be different from fge1). Finally detected
feature points are interpolated in scale space to get a more accurate estimate. Additionally
some algorithms require post processing (e.g edge response removal).
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Other type of regions detector have been developed based on iterative thresholding or
contours [Mikolajczyk et al., 2005].

The most prominent multi-scale features detector (SIFT) is based on the difference of
Gaussians (DoG) and will be described in detail in Section 3.7.3.3. The DoG is an approx-
imation of the Laplacian operator. The Laplacian operator was first used by Lindeberg
[1998] method to detect local features in scale space. More recentely, a fast approxima-
tion of SIFT was introduced by Bay et al. [2008] that use implementation tricks to offer
similar type of blobs but for a fraction of the computational cost. SURF features will be
introduced in Section 3.7.3.4.

There is no distinctive frontier between the usage of corner points and interest regions.
In many cases, it depends on the particular image structure to know which detector will
deliver the best results. In general, corners are used for calibration (preciseness) and
tracking (fast and stable across short baseline) and blobs for large scale problems (repeat-
able and stable for wide baseline). Detection performance (stability and repeatability)
will increase significantly for both types of detectors if they are invariant to changes in
the image.

3.7.3 Examplary Detectors

In this section, we describe some standard methods to detect features in an image.

3.7.3.1 Harris Corners

The original “Harris” corner detector [Harris and Stephens, 1988] is based on the second
moment matrix, also referred to as the auto-correlation, computed from pixel intensity
values. The local auto-correlation function measures local changes of the image Z by
calculating the correlation between a patch centered on the current point m and patches
from the neighborhood of m. This is correlation is weighted by a Gaussian weight w, this
leads to:

C(m)= > w)-(ZT(m)-I(m+¢)". (3.41)

&eNo

The shifted image can be approximated by a first order Taylor expansion:
I(m +€) ~ Z(m) + T(m)€, (3.42)

which, when introduced in Equation 3.41 is resulting in

C(m) = )" w(€)- (T’ (m)¢)*

£eNo
_ ¢ w I,(m)*  Z;(m)Zj(m) (3.43)
E <€§0 <€> [ I;(m)z'g//(m) Ig//(m)2 1) E )
A(m)
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. oz 0T
with 7! = e and 7, = o

The matrix A captures the intensity structure around the point m. It is often referred
to as the structure tensor. It describes the gradient distribution in the local neighborhood
of m. A corner is characterized by a large variation of C'(m) in all directions. This
characterization can be expressed by the eigenvalues A\j, A2 of A (m); if both eigenvalues
are large a corner is found, if just one eigenvalue is large, the point lies on an edge. As the
exact computation of eigenvalues is expensive, Harris and Stephens define their detector
function fqec as a function of the trace and the determinant of A:

faee (M) = M Ay — 6(A + A9)? = det (A (m)) — & - trace (A (m))?, (3.44)

where k is chosen to lie within 0.04 and 0.15.
Another similar detector function widely used [Kovesi] is:

faee (m) = _StIAM)
trace (A (m)) + ¢
as it is does not require to set a xk parameter.
Finally a non maximum suppression is used to keep only local maxima. Though the
“Harris” corners have no scale invariance, it is possible to extend it to a scale invariant
feature detector as demonstrated in the next section.

(3.45)

3.7.3.2 Scale Adapted Harris and Harris-Laplace Detector

Mikolajczyk and Schmid [2004] proposed a new interest point detector that combines the
Harris detector with automatic scale selection according as explained in Section 3.7.1.1. To
obtain scale invariance, they adapt the structure tensor A to scale changes. The detector
is then independent of the image resolution and the scale-adapted structure tensor is

defined by:

A(m,o7,0p) = Z w(&,o7)

£eNo

T, (m, op)? Z,(m, op)Z,(m, op)
[ Z,(m,op)Z,(m,op) Iy(m70D)2 (3.46)

First, local derivatives Z,,Z, are computed using Gaussian kernels of a size determined
by the differentiation scale op. Derivatives are then averaged in the neighborhood of the
point by smoothing with a Gaussian weight w(&,07). The detector function stays the
same as in Equation 3.44. Scale-adapted Harris detector function localizes points stably,
unfortunately it rarely attains maxima over scales [Mikolajczyk and Schmid, 2004].

This problem can be resolved by using the Laplacian-of-Gaussians (LoG) operator
for scale selection. LoG operator selects correct characteristic scales in a scale-space
representation:

fset(m, 0;) == |LoG(m, 0,,)| = 02 |Z,.(m, 0,,) + L, (m, 5,)| , (3.47)
. 0*T 0*T ) . .
with Z,, = = and Z,, = —. When the size of the LoG kernel matches with the size
ox? oy?

of local structures (e.g. corners), the response is maximal.
The Harris-Laplace detector combines the scale adapted Harris detector with the scale
selection describe in Equation (3.47).
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3.7.3.3 SIFT - Scale Invariant Feature Transform

In [Lowe, 2004], the author does not only describe a method to detect points, but also
includes a novel descriptor design and an efficient matching step.

For detection, SIFT uses difference of Gaussians (DoG) filter for both location detec-
tion and scale selection. This approach reduces complexity significantly in comparison to
the Laplace operator, since the detector response can be computed from the difference
of two layers of a Gaussian image pyramid. This approach allows creating the detection
stack D from the difference of neighboring layers of a Gaussian pyramid:

faec(m, Uil = gG(m, oir1) — G(m, 0;)) *I(m)

7

v~

:=fse1(m,o;) %VQC;(rm,oi) (348)
= G<m7 Ui-i—l) * [(l’l’l) - G(l’l’l, Ui) * I(m> )

with G a Gaussian kernel centered in m of standard deviation o;.

The strength of smoothing is controlled via o;, where oy = 1.6 is defined for the original
image and thus also valid for the very bottom pyramid layer. To achieve lower memory
usage the image stack introduced before is now represented by an image pyramid grouped
in octaves. An octave is a set of blurred images divided in intervals that starts with a
kernel of o; for the first interval and finishes with 2¢; for the last one. Between subsequent
octaves down-sampling by a factor of 2 is performed, which retains the same information
as smoothing the image with doubled standard deviation and then just considering every
second pixel. While an octave contains images of equal resolution, it is divided into
intervals created by increasing detector size or increasing blur, respectively. Intervals
are uniformly positioned in scale space separated from each other by a constant scaling
factor k = 21/ Nintervatswwhere Njptervars 15 the defined number of intervals per octave. Thus
allowing to compute the relation from the detected feature scale to the original image
scale:

interval
octave+—

o; = 09 - 2 Nintervals . (349)

Interest points (m, o) are located spatially and in scale via non-maximum suppression

for each pyramid location (x,0;) according to location detector fge. and scale selector
fsel- A maximum is found by the investigation of a 3x3x3 neighborhood when

v(Ea V) € -/\/3><3><3(X7 Uz’) s.t. fdec(Xa Ui) > fdec(€> V) . (350)

Then the location (x,0;) is defined to be an interest point (m, o).
Pyramid layers are only present at specific sampled scales o;. For a more accurate
interest point localization than the one obtained from the sampled scales, detected feature

points are interpolated in scale space leading to a second order estimate [Brown and Lowe,
2002]:

~ 1 a ec 1 82 ec
u= ( I;I ) = argmax <fdec(u0) + g?l (u—uy) + 3 (u—uy) 8{(112 (u— u0)>
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Figure 3.8: SURF Box filter sizes: the different rows define the filter sizes used in the
SURF algorithm for each octaves. Courtesy of [Bay et al., 2008].

The DoG operator performs well for scale selection, yet detects less meaningful points or
regions (e.g. on edges). This issue needs to be handled in a post processing step. SIFT
offers repeatable features that can be matched across wide baseline. It has two main
drawbacks: its processing time and its localization precision. Both are due to the scale
space representation. For more information about SIF'T, the reader is referred to Lowe

2004].

3.7.3.4 SURF - Speeded-Up Robust Features

Speeded up robust features [Bay et al., 2008] build on the strengths of SIFT. The SURF
algorithm especially focuses on lowering computational complexity resulting in a much
faster algorithm. SURF also approximates or even outperforms other detectors in terms
of repeatability, distinctiveness, and robustness.

Compared to SIFT, SURF relies on the usage of integral images, which accounts for
most of the reduction in computation time. It employs the determinant of the Hessian
matrix adapted for scale-invariance as spatial feature detection and scale selection oper-
ator. The entries of the Hessian are calculated by convolving the appropriate Gaussian
second order derivatives with the image at the analyzed position. SURF approximates
derivatives with box filters of different sizes according to the current scale. The Hes-
sian can then be evaluated at constant, low computational cost using integral images for
arbitrary filter size:

L,,(m,0;) L, (m,o;)
we(m, ;) = det | oo\ 0i) Loyl 03) 3.52
Zé‘ér“jl Loy(m,0)) Ly, (m, o)) (3.52)
::fsel m,o;

where Ly, L,y, Ly, are the responses of the image convolved with the according box filter.
The scale space is analyzed by up-scaling the filter size rather than iteratively reducing
the image size. The smallest box filter has size 9 x9 and the output is considered as the
initial scale layer with scale og = 1.2. Following layers are obtained by filtering the image
with gradually bigger masks. Sampled scales thus directly relate to the filter size s via

o; = 0¢ g . (353)
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3.8 Single View Geometry

The scale space is grouped into octaves as well. The assignment of different filter sizes to
each octaves is illustrated in Figure 3.8. An octave includes a series of filter responses of
equal size. In total an octave encompasses a scaling factor of 2, thus filter responses in
the following octave are subsampled and are half the size.

In order to localize interest points (m,o) in the image and across scales, a non-
maximum suppression in a 3 x 3 x 3 neighborhood followed by an interpolation step is
applied in the same fashion as for SIF'T.

3.8 Single View Geometry

In this section, we introduce standard methods to estimate the rigid body motion T; of
a camera. It is based on constraints between 3D points M and their 2D observations
m;. Here we suppose that available 3D coordinates are noise free. Unfortunately, such an
assumption for 2D projections does not hold. The methods to obtain the 2D coordinates
can be imprecise. The image noise might lead to a numerical inaccuracy in localization
process. As in [Appel, 2005], we suppose that the 2D observation m is a stochastic process
represented by a bi-variate Gaussian distribution:

o2 0 0
m~ N (m,Y5), withSz=U"| 0 o2 0 |U (3.54)
0 0 0

the associated covariance matrix and m the point corresponding to the noise free projec-
tion of M: _
m~ Kw(TM), (3.55)

Therefore, the estimate T based on M and m can only be an approximation of the
correct transformation T. For the moment, we suppose that all measurements have the
same order of imprecision in both directions:

Vi, g = (3.56)

OO =
O = O
o O O

with n the number of measurements. We will relax this constraint in chapter 7, but within
the remaining of this chapter we suppose this assumption true.

o~

Many methods exist to estimate T [Lepetit and Fua, 2005, Lepetit et al., 2009]. The
most basic method is based on the creation of a linear system. This method is referred
to as the Direct Linear Transform (DLT) [Hartley and Zisserman, 2003]. These type of
methods are often followed by a non-linear minimization of the cost function defined in
Equation 3.55.

3.8.1 Non-linear Registration Cost Function

In this section, we describe the cost function based on the re-projection error that can
be used for registration. We can express the alignment error of a given transformation
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T with respect to a set of 2D-3D correspondences {<fﬁk, MF >} by the following cost,
related to equation 3.55:

Gy (1= 5 22 [ (Tad) =" 5)

This function is called registration error as it measures a distance between projected
3D points and observed 2D points. The units, in which Equation 3.57 is expressed, are
pixel-squares. This cost is a sum of squares and can be expressed as Equation 3.8 by the
norm of a 2n-vector:

1

. - - N .
with yg oy (T) = [uh =@l vt =00, o u —a", " = 0"], Kw (TMY) = m* ~
[u o8 1]T and m* ~ [a* 5% 1]7.

The registration error problem can then be expressed as a minimization problem as follow:

~

T= arg m_lin g{<ﬁlk7M;€>} (T) . (359)

This minimum can estimation using a local optimizer as presented in section 3.3 with
a starting point provided by a linear least-square solution such as the one provided by
the DLT algorithm. We parametrize the estimated rigid transformation update using the
Lie algebra AT = T (Ax) (c.f. section 3.4) and the update used for the optimizer is
compositional: R R

T—TAX)T, (3.60)

which is valid because T (Ax) = exp (A (Ax)) is a parametrization of SE (3) since Ax is
small.

A camera is said registered when we know the absolute transformation T between
coordinate systems that defines the 3D points and the camera coordinate systems. This
camera pose is call a full pose.

3.9 Two and More Views Geometry

In this section, we briefly discuss epipolar geometry, reconstruction and then bundle
adjustment. All these notions are based on 2D point correspondences. We say that a set
of image points {m,} correspond or are in correspondences when they are projections of
the same 3D point M.

3.9.1 Epipolar Geometry

Between two un-calibrated view ¢ and j, with parallax, it exists a fundamental matrix F;;
[Faugeras, 1992, Hartley, 1992] that governs the underlying projective geometry from the
source j to the target i:
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This epipolar constraint is weak as F;; transforms points m; into a line 1; = F;;m; in image
1. For its estimation, there are different linear methods. The most notorious one certainly
is the 8-points algorithm [Longuet-Higgins, 1981], which leads to a unique solution for F;;.
Others algorithms, which use less correspondences and therefore lead to multiple solutions
exist, for example based on 7 points leading to 3 distinct solutions [Zhang, 1998].

These linear methods do not always provide the required precision because they only
try to minimize an algebraic distance, based on equation 3.61. Therefore it is often fol-
lowed by a non-linear minimization based on the point to line Euclidean distance between
m; and I; = F;;m;:

d[:(ITl, l) =

(3.62)

withm = [uvw]" and 1= [1" Z}T.
When calibrated, we can factorize F;; in the essential matrix E;;, which incorporates
the motion between the two cameras [Huang and Faugeras, 1989, Horn, 1990] as follows:

Ei; = K/ FiK;, (3.63)

with K; (respectively K;) the intrinsic parameter matrix that captured image i (resp. j).
As shown in [Huang and Faugeras, 1989], E;; is an essential matrix if and only if it is
rank 2 and 2 of its singular values are equals. It can be decomposed as follows:

Eij = [ti]« Rij, (3.64)
where t;; counts for the translation direction between the cameras and R;; for the rotation.

Each matrix E leads to four possible decompositions, as shown in Figure 3.9. This
ambiguity is solved using the points correspondences, because only the physically correct
set of rotation and translation triangulates the image points in front of the cameras. When
a correct decomposition is available, the pose is said to be oriented. It is interesting to
see that t can only be determined up to unknown scale, as Equation 3.64 constrains only
5 degrees of freedom.

There exists two main decomposition methods: one based on the Singular Value De-
composition (SVD) [Hartley and Zisserman, 2003] and one using linear methods [Horn,
1990]. They both lead to four solutions. This ambiguity can be solved using chirality
constraints [Hartley, 1998]. This constraints are based on the idea that image points can
be produced only by 3D points in-front of the images. Therefore the rays between the
camera centers and the respective image points should intersect in-front of the cameras.

A pose between cameras estimated from the essential matrix is called a relative pose.

3.9.2 Triangulation

In this section, we discuss available methods to triangulate a 3D point observed from dif-
ferent registered cameras. When image points are in correspondence in a set of registered
cameras, their 3D coordinates can be estimated. This process is called triangulation. As
for fundamental matrices and poses, it can be estimated via a linear system [Slabaugh
et al., 2001, Hartley and Zisserman, 2003]. The linear estimation may lack precision and
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Correct
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O

Keyframe
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Decompositions

Figure 3.9: Essential Matrix Decomposition leads to 4 different cameras but only one
can triangulate a 3D point M in front of both cameras of the rig. In blue is displayed
the canonical camera, in green the correct decomposition and in red the incorrect ones.

a meaningful geometric interpretation as it tries to minimize a distance between 3D rays,
which is not directly related to a distance in the image.
The triangulation error can be expressed using a re-projection error:

1 — _
Giry (M) = 5 [Kiw (TeM) — i |* (3.65)
i=1

with m the number of available observations.

The triangulation problem can be expressed as a minimization of Equation 3.65 as
follow:

—~

M = arg %Il Gty (M) . (3.66)

This minimization can be solved optimally: for two-views in closed-form by finding
roots of a polynomial function of degree 6 [Hartley and Sturm, 1997, Hartley and Zis-
serman, 2003] or iteratively [Kanatani et al., 2008]; and for three-views by finding eigen-
vectors of 47 x 47 matrix [Stewenius et al., 2005] or using Grébner basis [Byrod et al.,
2007].

There is to date no solver to globally minimize the re-projection error based on the
Lo-norm for the general n-views case. Therefore it requires a two-step approach. First, 3D
coordinates are estimated by solving a linear least squares problem. Then this estimate
is refined by a least-square iterative local solver. [Stewenius et al., 2005] observed that
such a process often finds the global minimum.

In order to express this minimization problem as in Section 3.3, we rewrite the cost
function defined in Equation 3.65 as a sum of 2m squares:

1
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with Yo, (M) = [ug — @1, v1 — V1, *** Uy — Uy Uy — ﬂm]T, Kw (T;M) ~ [u;v;1]T and
m; ~ [@; 9; 1]".
Therefore, the minimization problem defined in Equation 3.66 using an iterative least-
square optimizer. We parametrize the 3D point as M = [ryz]" and the update is
additive:

M < M+ AM, (3.68)

which is the natural formulation used in standard implementation [Lourakis and Argyros,
2009].

3.9.3 Bundle Adjustment

In this section, we describe the notion of bundle adjustment. Bundle Adjustment is a
non-linear process to solve the structure from motion problem [Triggs et al., 1999]. Given
a set of cameras and set of correspondences, bundle adjustment simultaneously optimizes
the cameras’ geometry (motion) and scene geometry (structure). It can estimates both
intrinsic and extrinsic parameter of the cameras. The quality of an estimation of the
structure and motion of a scene can be evaluated using a re-projection error, defined as
follow:

1 ~ 1112
k1) k k k
G ({T.}, {MF}) = 5;;@ [Kiw (T:MF) —mb||” (3.69)
with m the number of cameras, n the number of 3D points and §F a visibility Dirac
function defined as follow:

Sk —

)

. ~k .
{ 1 if m? exists (3.70)

i
0 otherwise.

6F literally translates when it is equal to 1 “the 3D point M" is observed in image 7”.
This cost function can be expressed as a sum of squares:

1
G ({Ti} {M*}) = Jyo ({Ti} . {MH)) "y ((Ti} {MF)) (3.71)
with
[0l [ul —al v} — o] &) Oh[ub —ah, vl —h] ]’
Vo ({T} {Mk}) _ [ 5% [u%—ﬂ% U%_f’ﬂ 5% 5%[“7271_{‘% 1)7271_6%1] }
[opfup — @y op — 7] op - o [ul, —an, o — o] ]

The bundle adjustment can be expressed as a least-square minimization problem:

U QM s i G (T (M) (3.73)
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Figure 3.10: Jacobian Matrix for Bundle Adjustment: On the left hand side of the
matrix are derivatives with respect to motion parameters and on the right hand side with
respect to structure parameters. This matrix is extremely sparse because most of the
parameters are independent.

It can be minimized using a local least-square optimizer. We use the same parametriza-
tion and update function as introduced in Section 3.8.1 for the rigid transformation and
in Section 3.9.2 for the structure. This leads to the following updates:

vi T, AT, T,
AT . (3.74)
VE MF «— M*+ AM

The number of parameters to estimate is 6m + 3n: 6m for m cameras and 3n for n
3D points. This leads to a large jacobian Jg matrix 2nm x (6m + 3n). Fortunately, Jg
is sparse, as illustrated in Figure 3.10. Therefore the full matrix does not have to be
stored in memory but only non-zero values. The maximum required memory to store Jg
is 18mn depending on the points visibility (65). Details for implementing a sparse bundle
adjustment method can be found in [Lourakis and Argyros, 2009].
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Part 11

Application

In this part, we describe the application framework. In the next chapter 4, we present the

proposed workflow for discrepancy check using augmented reality visualization. Then in
chapter 5, we focus on the navigation methods developed to deal with such software that
includes CAD data and aligned images. Finally in chapter 6, we focus on the registration
approach developed for this application based on industrial components present in many
civil applications: anchor-plates.
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CHAPTER
FOUR

AR BASED DISCREPANCY CHECK - A NEW WORKFLOW

We integrate our approach for Discrepancy Check into the day to day inspection and
documentation process of plant erection. This task is mandatory to know the status of
the construction and to estimate present and future clashes!. If a clash is detected at an
early stage, its impact can be mitigated in terms of construction delay and cost. This
is done by a visit of the building site and it is performed by civil engineers that are
responsible for the correctness of an erection. Usually, each engineer is limited to study
one type of system for example pipes. He verifies that wall pass-throughs are located
at the right place, that the supporting structure is conformed and finally that the pipes
are placed at the correct position. In general, the inspection leads to quality reports and
if necessary redlines on technical drawings [Clayton et al., 1998]. This documentation
often includes pictures: this help the communication with the different departments of
the company. We extended the current process by offering means to register images with
the virtual mock-up to improve visualization, discrepancy detection, documentation and
reporting.

A single user usually manages the inspection, though different users can inspect dif-
ferent systems at the same time. The inspection is a two-step process which is separated
between on-site pictures acquisitions and the interaction with VID to obtain augmenta-
tion and to perform the checks. This is described in Section 4.1. The related processes
supported by the proposed system are described in Section 4.2.

4.1 Use Cases

The engineer, also denominated here as the user, first decides what component or set
of components needs to be inspected. Using his favorite CAD viewer or VID, which
is an enhanced CAD viewer, he determines within the complex where are located the
items to inspect. Then the user goes on-site in the designated area with a calibrated?
digital camera. These inspections can occur at different stages of the plant life cycle :

IClashes: when a virtual model colides with a built item, which makes it imposible to install the
components represented by the virtual model.
2All the camera, we use, are calibrated offline. VID includes a GUI to calibrate cameras.
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Figure 4.1: VID Main Graphical User Interface: (1) the 3D renderer that displays
models and image, (2) the custom tree-view that gives access to the hierarchy of the
project (3) the zoom and pan interface that command the virtual camera motion in a
mixed view (4) the thumbnail browser that can display set of images based on a user-
specified criteria.

construction, commissioning, maintenance, or decommissioning. The user acquires images
of a room or system under study. The images should cover the scene from different
angles, so that when merged with the virtual model they capture the scenes from different
viewpoints. Additionally, for registration purposes anchor-plates should be visible in some
of the shots. Back at the office, the user transfers the images on his workstation. In case
the user is located in a remote site, the image acquisition can be performed by someone
else trained to handle the camera. The images are then transferred by email or by more
secure means. Once the images are available on the workstation, the user can attach them
to the virtual model using VID. Figure 4.2 summarizes the acquisition scenario.
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@

On-site Data In-office Discrepancy _
Collection Check Quality Report

Figure 4.2: Use case Diagram: The user acquires images from the item under study,
that are registered to the model using VID back at the office to obtain an augmentation
that can be used for discrepancy check, that can be used to compile a construction quality
report.

4.2 Basic Visual Inspection and Documentation
(VID) Workflow

The software VID is a client that connects to a database where all the necessary informa-
tion is stored; its internal organization is discussed in appendix B.2. When starting VID,
one connects to a database server and selects the project one wants to work on. A project
corresponds to one instance of a plant design. Each plant is unique but often corresponds
to an instance of the same original design.

When the project is loaded one can access the hierarchy of the project using a tree-view
sorted from buildings to rooms. Implementation details of this GUI are given in Appendix
B.4. Most of the action is available at the room level which has three children branch:
CAD components, Images and Issues. VID supports engineers in three different processes
that are discussed in the following sections: first and foremost CAD visualization (c.f.
Section 4.2.1), then guided image registration (c.f. Section 4.2.2) that allows the user to
align an image with CAD model, and finally inspection of discrepancy using mixed views
(c.f. Section 4.2.3).

Other functionalities are available in VID to support these processes. For example,
newly acquired images, that picture the structure, can be attached to database. Guided
through a wizard, the user selects the camera used to capture these images. The images
are automatically un-distorted® and stored in the database. All this extra functionality
are briefly discussed in Appendix B.

3Compensation for camera lens radial and tangential distortion that deforms straight lines into curves.
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Figure 4.3: VID a CAD viewer: VID’s primary task is to inspect CAD model. It can
display in real-time complex 3D models.

4.2.1 Augmented CAD Viewing

CAD viewing and inspection is one of VID first aim. Therefore the renderer is at the
center of the graphical user interface. CAD components can be selected in the tree-view,
to be displayed in the 3D renderer. To improve usability, component can be removed from
the rendering queue by double clicking directly in the 3D viewer. It avoids the need to
navigate through hundreds of name in a tree-view to disable one component. Interaction
can be mouse-based or button-based to manipulate the virtual camera (pan, zoom and
rotate). These buttons are used to improve the usability on tablet PC. Rendering property
(transparency) are changed using the sliders in the zoom and pan GUI, as shown in Figure
5.6. Examples of 3D models displayed with VID can be seen in Figure 4.3.

If registered images are available, they can be displayed in the renderer, example of
such view can be seen in Figure 4.4. Images can be selected from the tree-view with
thumbnail display when hovering over the image name or via a thumbnail browser at the
bottom of the 3D viewer. When a mixed view is activated, the user can change the zoom
factor and center of view using the zoom and pan mixed view interface. The commands’
translation from a 2D thumbnail to a 3D camera are discussed in detail in Section 5.2.
To facilitate the navigation between mixed views the user can request a particular view,
for example a view from the left of the current image or a close-up. This should simplify
the load for the user by having direct access to a new viewpoint, instead of browsing the
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Figure 4.4: VID an augmented CAD viewer: VID supports the inspection of CAD
Model via augmented reality. It offers to align and display an image within a CAD Model.

complete list of images. These techniques are discussed in Section 5.3.

4.2.2 Image Registration based on Anchor-plates

To register an image, one has to select at least one anchor-plate and needs to match? it
with its corresponding 3D model, see Figure 4.5. Once this is done, the pose of the camera
is known, its location in 3D and its orientation with respect to the CAD model coordinate
system. This allows the users to properly display the image in the 3D renderer.

A user interface (UI) for anchor-plates selection and matching and computer vision
algorithms supports the user during registration. This Ul includes algorithm to ease and
speed up the registration. For selection, a segmentation algorithm was developed where
the user is only required to select a region of interest in the image where a anchor-plates
lays. The algorithm then tries to find a structure that could be a plate and propose
candidates to users. Though theoretically one anchor-plates is enough to obtain the
pose, to offer an automatic matching two anchor-plates are required. Therefore user
usually selects two anchor-plates, to be supported during matching that is cumbersome
to do manually because a wall has often tens sometimes hundreds of anchor-plates (see

4put in relation.
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Figure 4.5: Anchor-Plates Based Registration GUI. In order to register an images,
first (a) the user segment the Anchor-plates in the image to perform this task he is
supported by a segmentation tool; then (b) he matches the extracted image anchor-plates
to their model.

Figures 6.1 and 6.3 for examples of anchor-plates’ layouts). For matching, when two or
more anchor-plates are available, the software finds a similar layout in the model. This
algorithm that can consider all walls as input which greatly simplifies the user work when
the difference between walls is hard to visualize. These techniques are explained in some
length in Chapter 6.

4.2.3 Discrepancy Check and Reporting

If available registered images can be directly displayed in the 3D renderer. Then the
virtual camera location is locked to the image projection center and the image is rendered
in front of the virtual camera. This gives what is called a mized view. The user can reveal
discrepancy by changing the transparency of rendered objects (c.f. Figure 4.8) and 3D
Model (c.f. Figure 4.9), or the depth of the virtual image plane or VIP® (c.f. Figure
4.10) and by focusing the view (c.f. Figure 5.2). Figure 4.6 demonstrates how a user
reveals a discrepancy. The system include all the necessary interaction to modify the
scene appearance to detect discrepancy.

Issue can be documented and reported using a dedicated GUI that allows users to
annotate snapshots of mixed view. Issue are usually defined as a set of mixed views that
picture the problem along with a set of textual comments that detail it. If necessary
engineers can perform metric measurements in the image, using triangulated points, to
estimate more precisely discrepancy. Thus allowing the user to infer on the impact of
a discrepancy. For example to make sure that it will not create a clash with a design
update because even though the virtual model of the update does not collide with the
discrepancy it has to be within a safety range®. Screenshots of the GUI and annotated

®The virtual image plane (VIP) is the base of the pyramid formed by the camera center and the
back-projected image corners in 3D, c.f. Figure 5.2.
6Regulations require free space around potential dangerous machines in order to be safely operated
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(g) In Image Zoom (h) Further Image Zoom (i) Final Augmentation

Figure 4.6: User interaction for discrepancy check. The user can change the scene
rendering property in order to reveal discrepancy between the model and the images. The
user can change the transparency of the model or of the image plane. He can translate the
image plane. He can zoom and pan in a image and request new view point in designated
direction. All these interactions are supported by VID.

mixed views can be viewed in figure 4.7.

Once a discrepancy has been documented using VID, several options are available to
the engineer depending on its severity. The discrepancy can be minor and therefore be
documented as a redline on the augmented CAD model; a user, which accesses the model
a posteriori has access to this annotations. Or the discrepancy can be major and lead
to two different conclusions. Either, a formal complaint is sent to the sub-contractor for
misconstruction. In this case, the mixed view is used to document the complaint. Or the
discrepancy is integrated in the model by a new design incorporating for the discrepancy.
This new design can be based on measurement taken with the help of VID.

Conclusion

In this Chapter, we described the process developed during this thesis to support civil
engineers detect discrepancy using AR visualization. It is applied to follow the correctness

[Gausemeier et al., 2002].
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Figure 4.7: Discrepancy Documentation GUI. When a discrepancy or a problem is
found using VID the user can document it using this GUI. He can attached different 3D
scenes (image, rendering properties and displayed models) and annotated views along side
a description, its status and its importance. All the data is then stored in our database.
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4.2 Basic Visual Inspection and Documentation (VID) Workflow

of a power-plant construction but it could also be used for other type of manufactured
goods such as ships or printed controller boards. In the next Chapter, we present two
navigation techniques to operate in the CAD software that includes high resolution regis-
tered images (c.f. Chapter 5) and a registration method adapted for large structure such
as power-plant (c.f. Chapter 6).
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Figure 4.8: Impact of modifying the Transparency of the Virtual Image Plane
(VIP) on Mixed Views: The change of transparency of the plane on which the image is
textured, allowing to switch from the Picture (reality) at the top to CAD Model (virtually)
ot the bottom. This interaction helps to detect differences between the mock-up and the

built state.
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Figure 4.9: Impact of Changing the Transparency Property of the CAD Model
on Mixed Views: The change of transparency of the 3D model (e.g. pipes) allows
the user to switch from a regular mixed view (Augmented Reality) at the top to image
(Reality) at the bottom. This interaction helps to detect differences between the mock-up
and the built state.
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Figure 4.10: Impact when Changing the Virtual Image Plane’s Depth on Mixed
Views: The change of depth of the VIP with respect to the model allows the user to
switch from image (Reality) at the top to regular Mixed View (Augmented Reality) at
the bottom. This interaction helps to detect differences between the mock-up and the
built state, especially since it allows to follow pipelines easily.

66



CHAPTER
FIVE

NEW USER INTERACTIONS OF AN AUGMENTED CAD
SOFTWARE

The proposed augmented CAD viewer requires additional navigation tools in order to be
usable. A lot of research has been performed to evaluate the best way to operate a virtual
camera [Ware and Osborne, 1990]. Unfortunately it is not possible to change freely the
viewpoint in a mixed view and keeping a correct registration at the same time, as the
modification of the virtual camera should not create any parallax. The plane, where the
picture is textured on, can only be translated in the z — axis (c.f. Figure 4.10) and
the viewpoint (e.g. position and orientation of the virtual camera) cannot be changed.
In order to stay consistent in this mixed world, methods for browsing through images
need to be introduced. One should avoid going through a list of images sorted by names
or dates when navigation can be made easier by using geometric information about the
viewpoints. In order to address these limitations, we first develop a new “zoom and pan”
user interface for navigation within a mixed view. We then investigate the problem of
navigation within a set of registered images using ‘virtual’ 3D points and thus allowing
users to access other mixed views intuitively.

In this Chapter, we first review related work in image navigation using 3D information
in Section 5.1. Then in Section 5.2, we describe our “zoom and pan” interaction and in
Section 5.3 a new method to browse images using 3D information. Finally in Section 5.4,
we present results delivered by these methods.

5.1 Prior Art in AR-CAD Interactions

An immense amount of work has been done to mix CAD models and real images, and
to interact with them. We summarize some of these approaches, which use still images
in the next section and then we discuss different systems to navigate within registered
images.
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5.1.1 Augmented Reality and CAD

Augmented reality is generally applied to video-streams or live-streams but many indus-
trial projects use photo-based Augmented Reality!, because it is easier to integrate in
existing workflows. Navab et al. [1999b] present a platform named cylicon that uses AR
in order to re-engineer the CAD model and create an as-built model. Interaction with
cylicon is developed to facilitate reconstruction by minimizing the number of interactions
with the 2D CAD and images. The user does not interact with the mixed world but the
software uses information from the registration to reconstruct a 3D model of the plant.
Pentenrieder et al. [2007] use AR for factory planning. Their solution supports factory
engineer to decide whether a virtualy planned factory upgrade is feasible in reality. They
however do not describe the interactions used apart from measurement capabilities.

Augmented 2D models have been investigated in [Appel and Navab, 2002]. They align
technical drawings (2D models) and images to create co-registered orthographic perspective
views. These views mix floor maps and pictures thus adding information from the map
to the reality. Most of their work focuses on creating automatically a good mixed view,
for example by properly merging the blueprints with an image by detecting the floor.
Their main goal is to help civil worker to use floor maps, which are complex documents.
However the use of 2D models is fading away.

All these approaches only offer static augmentation and no interactive navigation.
Therefore the user suffers from a certain loss of 3D perception, when observing a mixed
view.

5.1.2 3D Navigation

Photo-tourism? [Snavely et al., 2006] offers a good review of image based 3D navigation.
In this paper, the authors collect a large amount of images gathered from the Internet
from a unique natural scene. They register the image set. This is performed using image
features and structure from motion. This provides a sparse reconstruction and the camera
viewpoints (3D position and orientation). Photo-tourism allows one to display the image
frustum (representing the camera) and the sparse structure. The user can select a given
frustum and navigate through the images. Photo-tourism proposes three methods to
navigate. First, object-oriented, which gives access to all images that visualize a given
objects represented abstractly by its sparse reconstruction. Second, by selecting another
frustum, the virtual cameras move to the selected viewpoint. Third, from a source image
it offers six directions: zoom in, zoom out, left, right, up and down. The next image is
automatically selected using the sparse structure visible in the source image. But sparse
reconstruction might not always be available or feasible, therefore limiting the use of this
approach. Furthermore, photo-tourism does not contain any tool to navigate (zoom and
pan) in an image thus forcing the user to interact directly in the 3D world, which is not
always intuitive. They introduce in [Snavely et al., 2008] alternative navigation tools:
“scene specific control” such as orbit motion and panoramas. They used reconstructed
feature points and angle of views to determine different controls.

! Augmentation based on a single still image.
2Also called photo-synth.
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Another popular approach is the moviemap [Mohl, 1981, Uyttendaele et al., 2004] where
a multi-camera system moves through an environment. In most moviemap systems, the
cameras are mounted on a car that travels along the street. These methods offer 3D
navigation between images. From any view, the user can either go to a following position
(where an image was acquired) or do a left-right turn (around its current position). Since
the image sequences are recorded using a fix setup, the geometry between the views are
perfectly known and stay constant over time. This allows the system to always have the
same behavior. Such a system is being used, in the commercial software Google map?® as
a feature named Google street view, to provide a real view of the urban environment from
a given position on the map.

5.2 Interaction Within a Mixed View

A mixed view is different from a ‘regular’ augmentation. While a regular augmentation
displays the image and a 3D model that has been moved to the camera coordinate system.
The user view can be changed by directely manipulating the position of the camera that
acquires the image. The camera can be fixed to an HMD [Webster et al., 1996] or to
a display (e.g. cellphone) [Goose et al., 2004]. In a mixed view, the image is textured
on a 3D rectangle that is fixed in the CAD coordinate system. VID proposes different
interaction in this mixed world. 3D components can be added or removed. The image
plane can be translated in z in order to visualize the model in front or from the back of the
image, as shown Figure 4.10. The transparency of all objects can be modified: frustum
or model, thus allowing one to obtain a good mixture between virtuality and reality. We
will first explain how to position the frustum in the model and then how to perform the
zoom and pan.

5.2.1 Mixed View Positioning

All the images that are stored in the model have been registered to the coordinate system
of the model. By registered, we mean that we know the internal (focal, skew and principal
point) and external (position and orientation) parameters of the camera. We denote by
K the matrix of the internal parameters of a camera and for the external parameters, by
R its rotational part and by t its translational one. For more details on the the notation
please refer to Chapter 3. A 3D point M relates to an image point m of the camera as
follows m ~ K(RM + t).

A virtual viewpoint has 7 degrees of freedom that need to be set: a field of view, a rotation
and a Center of Projection. The Center of Projection of the camera is defined in the CAD
coordinate system as O = —R't.

The image frustum (c.f. Figure 5.2) is a quadrangle formed by four 3D corners C’ with
j € {1l---4}. The 3D corners are defined as follow:

C’ =aR'K™ !¢/ + 0O (5.1)

3http://maps.google.com
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with o € R} that defines the frustum translation in z and ¢’ the corners of the image in
pixel coordinates.

Computing the field of view ¢, of the virtual camera is straightforward from K, this
opening angle is represented in Figure 5.2.

In order to obtain a view centered on the image, the virtual camera needs to be rotated
by a matrix R, from the standard neutral camera position point in the —z direction
with the y direction being up-right. This matrix is formed using the image corners.
We define the three unit vectors V, ~ C'C? (the red/horizontal vector in Figure 5.2),

1 .
V,~0- 1 S~ €' (resp. green/out of the plane in Figure 5.2) and V,, = V., x V,,(resp.

blue/vertical in Figure 5.2) and form then the orthogonal matrix:
Ryc = [V, V,V,] (5.2)

We have summarized all the information necessary to setup the virtual image plane (C?)
and the virtual camera (¢, Ryc and O) in a mixed view. Now we focus our attention on
the proper way to interact with the virtual camera.

5.2.2 Zoom and Pan Interaction

In order to make full use of modern high-resolution cameras in photo-based augmented
reality, the idea of zoom and pan from 2D user interfaces has to be transposed. Regular
desktop screens offer a resolution of around 2 mega-pixels whereas professional cameras
offer 15 mega-pixels. Further restrictions have to be considered, as we cannot expect to
have the complete screen available for the augmentation because standard GUIs of CAD
software are cluttered with different tools.

Typical 2D Uls for the zoom and pan allow one to set a zoom factor and a center of
interest or Focus materialized by an image point f. This describes the Area of Interest
that has to be displayed and it is defined by its four corners a’. Using Equation 5.1, we
can obtain A’ (resp. F) from image points a’ (resp. f).

We now redefine virtual camera rotation Ry, from equation 5.2 using the 3D points A7

and F. V, and V, are defined in the same manner. Only the last vector V, is changed
as follow V, = FO. The field of view ¢, is set the same way as before using the A7
instead of the C°.
To focus the mixed view on a particular area of interest the user will set the area of
interest in a 2D thumbnail, making it intuitive to navigate in a mixed view. Additionally
it should be pointed out that we could zoom out of the image to gain access to a more
contextual view of the model surrounding the image. Some results are visible in figure
5.3.

5.3 3D Navigation

In order to ease the use of augmented CAD, new navigation methods have to be intro-
duced. These methods have to be intuitive (i.e. made of simple interactions) for the
acceptance of the solution. The proposed tools make full use of the available geometric
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1
Image Corners C

Focus f

)
Area of Interest a

Figure 5.1: Formalization of a 2D Zoom and Pan interface: the user sets a focus f
and a scale factor, which defines an Area of Interest a* in an image describe by its corners
c’. As a convention c; (respectively a;) is the upper left corner of the image (resp. of the
area of interest) and the number goes clock-wise.

Image Frustum(ci )

Field of View

(¢VC)

Mixed View -

Area of Interest Al
T Center of Projection (O) ( )

Figure 5.2: Virtual camera under a zoom and pan motion: The virtual camera
rotates to be centered on the Focus F, the Field of View ¢ changes to fit the Area of
interest {A7}, note that the Center of Projection O stays unchanged to avoid parallax;
on the right the resulting Mized View with a gray transparent model focused on the white
dashed area.
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Figure 5.3: Results of Zoom and Pan motion: the virtual camera focuses on the
area represented by the marked rectangle in the thumbnail image. This interface allows a
detailed view of the area of interest but still with access to information about the context
from the thumbnail. The virtual model is pictured in red and gold, the light blue is the
background of the rendered scenes.

information offered by a set of mixed views. In this section, we introduce a new method
to navigate in a set of registered images.

It might sound trivial to choose the next viewpoint to visit in a given direction.
Unfortunately it is much more complex if we want to provide natural navigation to the
user. From a mathematical point of view we can clearly say whether a viewpoint is at
the left or right hand side of another viewpoint because we know where the camera is in
3D. As shown in Figure 5.4 this would work perfectly for viewpoint 1 and 2. But, this
would not take into account the direction in which the camera is looking at. In Figure 5.4,
imagine what happens if the user is positioned at viewpoint 3 and chooses to move to the
right based only on viewpoint positions. This would lead him to viewpoint 4. This is not
satisfactory because a right hand side view of the scene was requested and the proposed
view 4 shows a left hand side. The problem lies in the fact that we do not want the next
viewpoint to be in a specific direction but that the selected viewpoint pictures the scene
in this specific direction. In order to consider both position and orientation, we use the
local position of virtual points.

5.3.1 Virtual 3D-Points

First, we determine in which direction each camera is pointing. Using this line of sight,
we approximate the focus depth (maximum distance to all visible objects). This limit
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Figure 5.4: Exemplary virtual scene used in VID: the gold pipe is part of the CAD
model that was augmented with pictures; the cones represent the locations of a subset of
registered images; Notice the geometric ambiguity: (1) is to the left of (2) which can be
extrapolated from the centers of projection, but this method does not extend to the pair
(3) and (4) where the relation is inverted; the relative position between the scene and the
views has to be used.
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is represented by a point that we call a wvirtual 3D point. It is virtual because it is
not directly linked to the real structure. For each camera 7, they are computed as the
intersection of the (half-)line of sight (from image ¢ starting from m) L; (m) = {M|M =
aR;"K;'m + O;, 0 € R*} and the 3D structure noted S. Virtual 3D points are defined
as:

M; (m)=L;(m)NS. (5.3)

Often very little information is available about the scene (a coarse reconstruction,
some models, points used for calibration, camera positions...), thus we cannot guarantee
that L; intersects the available 3D information. Therefore S has to be a continuous and
abstract representation of the scene. We decided to use some outer boundary of the scene
that should be easily computed from the available data (this will be covered in more detail
in Section 5.4.2), named B.

Figure 5.5 illustrates the idea of the virtual points lying on a bounding surface. Now
that we have information about the focus depth of each cameras we can classify the
relative position between views.

5.3.2 Direction Classifier

We want to classify neighboring views in 6 different clusters: left, right, up, down, zoom-
in and zoom-out. These clusters is the directions available in the image interaction GUI.
The user can then decide in which direction the view should be moved. The classification
will be based on the relative position in the image of the virtual 3D points’ projection.
We consider the source image Z; and its neighbors Z,,,. We project all virtual points
M,,, (m) onto the image Z,. This returns a set of points h, (M,,, (m)) in the image s, for
simplicity we define m, (M, (m)) = m? (m). To summarize " (m) is the projection
on the camera s of the virtual point issued from the point m defined from image n,. Now
to classify the relation between the camera s and ng we only have to analyze the position
of virtual points m” (m) in relation to the area of interest a/ and the focus f, by applying
the following test:

o left: m™ (f,)) € A (f,,al,al)
o right: ™ (f,.) € A (f,,a%, a?)
o up: myg* (fns) €A (fsva;a a?)

o down: m™ (f,,) € A(f,,a3 al)

S

« zoom in: Vj, m? (al, ) € O(al,a? al al)

S

« zoom out: Vj, my (al) e O(al ,a2 ad  al)
A (a,b,c) is the triangle formed by the points abc and O (a, b, ¢, d) is the square formed
by the points abed. al, (resp. f,.) are set to the corners (resp. the center) of the image
ns. Whereas al (resp. f;) can be set to the corners (resp. the focus) of the area of
interest of s by using the zoom and pan GUI. Thus allowing one to specify more precisely
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Lines of Sight

Virtual 3d Points

Bounding Surface(B)

Centers of Projection

Figure 5.5: Top View of an Augmented CAD Model: the bounding surface encapsu-
lates the model and the centers of projections. The Virtual 3D points are the intersections
between the lines of sight and the bounding surface, they inform about the relation be-
tween the scene and the viewpoints. The images taken by the label image (1) to (4) are
visible in Figure 5.4.

the request for the next view. In order to sort all the neighboring frames we first verify
if they are classified as zoom in/out then, if they were not, we verify if they are left,
right, up or down. To get the next image in a specific direction, we pick for the direction
(left,right,etc) the image with its m?s (f,,,) closest to f5 and for the zoom the image with
the biggest projected area. The zoom in and zoom out motions are seperated from the
directional motions to prevent an undesirable change of scale when requesting an image
in a specific direction. It should be noted that we always verify that M, (m) is in front
of the camera s, so the proposed image is always looking in the same direction as the
source.

5.4 Empirical Results

In this section, we discuss practical issues. First, we detail the implementation and then
we present some experimental results for the 3D navigation technique.
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IMG_1916 VYisible ZoomOut Zoomln J

Depth: A . == [ncrease/Decrease Area of Interest

> Zoom in/Out Classifier

Direction Classifier

Area of Interest

Frustum Depth

Transparency Image:

Frustum Transparency Level
Transparency Model:

J Model Transparency Level

Figure 5.6: Image Manipulator Graphical Interface: This graphical component
allows the user to manipulate the mixed view; he can change the focus of the scene,
the transparency of the frustum and of the model, or the frustum depth; This to reveal
discrepancy between the image and the model; He can also request other viewpoints using
the classifiers.

5.4.1 Mixed View Manipulation - Implementation Details

We tested this approach within VID. The zoom and pan interaction and the 3D navigation,
which we introduced, are merged in one reusable Ul component (c.f. Figure 5.6). It
retrieves information about the local geometry of the scene and image data from the
database. It sends updates for the virtual camera and the image to be displayed to the
rendering engine. All interactions are mouse controlled and are transmitted in real-time.

The outer-bound of the room is represented by an ellipsoid. An ellipsoid is a simple
geometric structure, which allows fast collision detection but approximates the 3D scene’s
boundaries well. We use the Minimum Volume Enclosing Ellipsoid (MVEE) algorithm
provided by [Moshtagh, 2005] to compute it. This ellipsoid is the smallest ellipsoid that
contains the Centers of Projections and the 3D points used for registration. It can also
incorporate models or sparse reconstruction. This representation has the advantage of
dealing naturally with open environments. Results of computed ellipsoids are visible in
figure 5.7. The ellipse model performs well for the model we used because it is clustered
room-wise. Since the rooms are composed as a set of cuboids, they are well represented
by ellipses.

5.4.2 User based Experiments

Even though this classifier does not have uncertainty, we need to verify that the proposed
navigation is natural to a human. In order to validate the algorithm developed for the
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I A e et >

Figure 5.7: Result of Minimum Volume Enclosing Ellipsoid on Power-Plant
Room Reality Model. The red dots represents the reality model composed of anchor-
plates corners.

3D navigation we conducted a user study. It includes ten participants (two women, eight
men), from the age of 24 to 32, and 2 sets of registered images. The task was to select
two images they felt were to the left (resp. to the right) of a designated image called the
source. The test users never visited the scene where the images have been captured. The
sets were presented randomly to the user. We measured the time spent by each user on
each set. The goal of these tests was to verify that the presented algorithm was offering
a natural navigation.

The first set was composed of 9 images including the source, 3 images considered by
the direction classifier to be to the left, 3 images to the right and 2 outliers (images from
the same scene but totally unrelated to any of the other image). We considered this set to
be the simplest since it was acquired from a tripod which was only rotating. The average
time for the users to perform the classification was 1 minute and 20 seconds.

Figure 5.8 shows the results of this experiments. It demonstrates that the algorithm
handles such a scenario perfectly; the algorithm classified the images in agreement with
the participants (0 percent misclassification).

The second set was also composed of 9 images including the source, 4 images to the left,
3 images to the right and 1 outlier. This set was more complex than the first one since the
motions were not only composed of rotations. It also included translations. Additionally
some views were extremely close to one another sometimes making the decision more
complex. The average time for the users to perform the classification was 3 minutes and
29 seconds.

Figure 5.9 summarizes the results. The algorithm still agreed with 88 percent of the
participants’ decisions. Additionally, 50 percent of our algorithm errors involved image D,
which was extremely close to the source. However, the position selected by the algorithm
for this image still agreed with 66 percent of the participants, which shows that our
algorithm works well even with ambiguous views.

Finally, some results for the zoom-in/zoom-out displacement are shown in figure 5.10.
This mode of motion offers a good way to reach a specific part of the model.
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A B c D E F G H

Figure 5.8: View Classifier - Experimental results for set 1 (Rotation). Test users
had to select 2 images from A to H that they felt were on the left of the source and 2
to its right. If the decision of a user was in accordance to the algorithm we labeled it as
true, false otherwise. All the images were correctly classified (see Chart). B is clearly to
the left since the door is to the extreme left of the image Source and centered in B. D is
clearly to the right since the door almost disappeared.

A B Cc D E F G H SOM}"Ce‘

Figure 5.9: View Classifier - Experimental Results for Set 2 (Free Motion).
The users’ decisions were mainly in accordance with the algorithm result. The most
misclassifications happened with image D which is extremely close to the Source but still
to the left; see the pump that appeared on the left.
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Figure 5.10: Example of a zoom in/out motion; on the bottom with the most outer
view and on the top the most inner view, the local geometrical relation is visible in the
3D scene; see that the viewpoints’ directions do not need to be aligned.
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Figure 5.11: Example of left /right navigation The user can request a new view point
that the presented algorithm estimates based on the focus of the current view. The left

(resp. right) images correspondents to a requested view point from the center images to
the left (resp. right).
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Conclusion

In order to provide an intuitive augmented CAD viewer, we developed two new 3D user
interaction to intuitively navigate through mixed views and interact with them. We
extended the zoom and pan functionality to such mixed viewing environment. We also
proposed a new method for navigating in a set of calibrated views requiring no reconstruc-
tion. These two techniques have combined into a standard GUI component that could be
integrated in any CAD viewer, turning it into an augmented CAD viewer software.
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CHAPTER
SIX

A COMPONENT-BASED REGISTRATION METHOD FOR
INDUSTRIAL AUGMENTED REALITY

In this chapter, we focus our attention on the estimation of the rigid transformation
between the CAD coordinate system and a camera. This is the corner stone of every
AR system to offer to the user a correct alignment (without scene engineering) of an
image and a virtual object. In the last two decades many approaches have been proposed
to perform this task. Unfortunately, very few of these methods are scalable to register
thousands of photographs from a structure of the size of a power plant. Here, we focus on
the primary method for alignment used in VID. It is based on anchor-plates because these
industrial components are broadly used in plant engineering. These plates are embedded
in concrete structure and are used to fix various components, see Figure 6.1. They are
described in more details later in Section 6.1.

As stated by [Klinker et al., 1998] augmented reality needs reality models. Models
that correctly represent the reality and that are usable by an AR System for registration.
For example, in the car industry it is quite popular to use drill holes [Echtler et al., 2003,
Pentenrieder et al., 2007] because they are verified, precisely localized and well identifiable.
Following this philosophy we use an available Reality Model, which for civil construction
is based on anchor-plates. We define what these components are in the following Section
6.1. Then in Section 6.2, we introduce an algorithm to extract them from plant images
and in Section 6.3 we explain the developed method to automatically match them to
its 3D model. Finally in Section 6.4, we present registration results obtained with the
proposed registration method.

For notation and definition please refer to Chapter 5.

6.1 Anchor-Plates

In AR, the use of reliable components is necessary. Otherwise the registration results
are not trustworthy. If a part of the model is misplaced and used for registration, the
estimated transformation T would only be correct with respect to the used part and
completely wrong for the rest of the model. These kinds of behavior are not desirable. The
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used components have to build as planned or need to be surveyed after construction. In
addition, they should consist of simple primitives to ease their detection. After discussions
with plant designers, they proposed to use anchor-plates® because they are positioned with
lots of care and when installed by subcontractors they are even surveyed. In fact they are
the most reliable components in the factory, as they are often used as reference coordinate
system by builders.

Anchor-plates are metallic structures embedded into the concrete walls used in the
majority of industrial edifices. They are mounting points to fix other components: pipes,
supports, cable-racks, control boxes, etc. For real industrial applications, they are the
most suitable solutions in terms of general applicability. Unfortunately, they have not
been designed with computer vision applications in mind. On the contrary, they are often
made or painted in such way that they are not easily popping out to the eye. They
are therefore difficult targets to segment and to track because they are often partially
occluded after site construction. And since they are not designed to be distinguishable
(e.g. they are painted like the walls), their detection is complex. Furthermore, the images
acquired on-site are often noisy, which does not ease the segmentation process. Figure 6.1
demonstrates typical anchor-plates’ layout at different stages of the construction. These
are the typical images we want to augment.

We developed an interactive method to segment them combining Canny edge detector
[Canny, 1986] and Hough transform [Duda and Hart, 1972]. The advantage of anchor-
plates is that their positions are almost unique within a room. This leads to an automatic
2D-3D matching procedure, performed with a homography estimation method.

6.2 Anchor-plates Segmentation

Despite their simple geometry, performing an automatic extraction of anchor-plates is
far from being easy. In fact, anchor-plates are used as mounting points for many kinds
of plant components. Consequently they are, in most of the cases, partially occluded.
Therefore, in addition to their wide variety, their appearance is highly dependent on the
attached object, on the viewpoint and on the illumination conditions. The techniques
that work well for 2D marker detection, such as adaptive thresholding followed by an
exhaustive search of closed quadrangles, do not permit to extract the Anchor-plates since
their borders are often incomplete and not well contrasted.

We evaluated different approaches to automatically segment the anchor-plates and
determine their borders but few methods provided acceptable results. The best results
were obtained using a semi-assisted approach, where the user selects an area around
an Anchor-Plate and then validates a choice among a set of segmentation candidates
suggested by the system. The candidates are obtained in four steps:

1. A Canny edge detection [Canny, 1986] is performed in a user-specified area;

2. Using the obtained edges, a line detection based on a Hough transform [Duda and
Hart, 1972] makes it possible to reconstruct incomplete borders;

In some facilities, the so-called Dowel-Plates are used instead. They are similar to Anchor-plates in
shape and function.
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Figure 6.1: Example of Anchor-Plates. Anchor-plates are installed and welded to
wall’s steel armatures before the concrete is poured. After walls are often built the
contour of the plates are not well distinguishable and when the plant is finished the plates
are occluded by support and pipes. All this makes their segmentation hard.
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3. All the quadrangles that can be obtained using the detected lines are formed;

4. All the formed quadrangle are ranked based on their appearance.

The score, used for ranking, is composed of constraints on the angles, the size, the
relative length of the sides and the orientation of the quadrangles. It allows to reduce the
number candidates to a small set that should contain the correct Anchor-Plate borders.
Additionally to these geometric constraints, we also define a signature to each line based
on the edge profile. Each opposite line is expected to have a similar signature. The
choice of parameters to weight each criterion is estimated off-line using a set of manually
segmented anchor-plates. This allows the system to be power-plant or system specific
because all the rooms in such a facility are not finalized the same way. For example some
rooms have painted walls when others are let untouched with the concrete directly visible.

This algorithm gives very good results due to the combination of the Canny edge
detector and the Hough transform that permit to be robust to partial occlusions and to
various illumination conditions. Once the sides are reconstructed, the constraints based
on the general geometry and intensity information of the anchor-plates allow us to obtain
the desired extraction as it can be seen in the Figure 6.2. The proposed algorithm is a
good compromise between precision and speed because it is limited to a region of interest.
This satisfies the targeted objective of a user-friendly software since the users only need
to validate a choice among a small set of possible extractions.

6.3 Anchor-plates Matching

Once the anchor-plates are detected, they have to be matched with the 3D data in order
to compute a pose. The layout of the anchor-plates on a wall is mostly unique, as shown in
Figure 6.3, there are rarely two similar organizations in the same room. So it is possible
to find the correspondences between the anchor-plates extracted from the image and
multiple 3D candidates automatically. Since the detected anchor-plates all belong to the
same plane in 3D, one can estimate a homography to validate the matching. Supposing
that the correspondences between the anchor-plates in the image {c”} and the 3D ones
{C¥} are known, where i is the index of the anchor-plates and j the index of the corner
from 1 to 4, there is a homography that defines this geometrical relationship. In both the
image and the 3D world, their four corners coordinates represent fully an anchor-plate.

Given one 3D and one 2D anchor-plate, the correspondence between corners cannot be
found. For a rectangular shape, there are 4 solutions (mirroring not included). This local
orientation is given by the EXIF (Exchangeable Image File Format) rotation tag. This
is provided by most of modern cameras to determine whether an image is a portrait or a
landscape. In most images, there are few detectable anchor-plates as most of them are not
in the field of view or too cluttered to be extracted. For each putative correspondences
between the elements of {c} and {C¥}, we compute a homography H;;. This is done
using the Direct Linear Transform (DLT) [Hartley and Zisserman, 2003] with all four
correspondences.

In order for the results to be stable, we normalized the points (2D and 3D), as suggested
in [Hartley, 1995]. Empirically, we found out that using a non-isotropic normalization
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Figure 6.2: Results of Anchor-Plate Segmentation. These segmentations were ob-
tained using a region of interest around the anchor-plates and were always within the ten
first candidates proposed by the algorithm.
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Figure 6.3: Exemplary Blueprints of Anchor-Plates Layout: (a) shows data from a
power plant under construction including information for the floor and the ceiling (data-
set 1); (b) represents the anchor-plates geometric organization within 4 walls of a room
from a plant in use (data-set 2). Note how the geometric relation of two anchor-plates is
often unique within a room.
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was more robust. That is maybe because our points are often spread in one dimension
(horizontally) as shown in Figure 6.1. During the normalization the dimensionality of the
3D points is reduced to 2. Projecting the 3D points onto the wall coordinate system.

For each putative correspondence between 3D candidates and 2D segmentation we
have an estimate H. This can be estimated efficiently as it requires only one DLT for
each 2D segmentation and the actual homography is composed using the 3D candidates
location with respect to a unit reference square. We use a mean re-projection error in
order to grade the quality of each homography. The right matching between the 2D set
and the 3D should minimize the following formula:

m

e(H) = - D03 [le — w (HCY) | (6.1)

=1 j=1

where c¥ is the j** corner of the ¥ 2D anchor-plate, C¥ is the 3D point related to the

" 2D corner of the corresponding i** anchor-plate and m is the number of anchor-plates
segmented. The 2D segmentations that were not used to estimate H are matched such
that they minimized 6.1.

We then refine the result by re-normalizing the 3D points once matching have been
obtained. We normalize these points only using the matched points. This gives a more
comparable re-projection error. In case of multiple answers (i.e. several putative matches
which have an error e (H) under a threshold) the user has to decide which one is correct
within a subset of 5 possibilities. Since the same layout of the anchor-plates on a wall is
rarely reproduced, anchor-plates from all walls are used as input. This eases the workflow
since no walls have to be selected. For pictures of the ceiling where the EXIF rotation
tag can not be used to determine the local orientation (landscape or portrait), we sup-
ply additional inputs to the matching algorithm. These additional inputs are generated
by rotation of the order within each Anchor-Plate leading to 4 additional inputs for the
algorithm. Typically, there are 4 walls, 4 floors and 4 ceilings as input for the matching
algorithm for a 4-corners room; the floor and ceiling are duplicated with 4 different local
orientations.

Figure 6.4 shows the behavior of the ranking procedure on a image acquired in the
room represented from data-set 1 described in Figure 6.3(b). For this example, two
anchor-plates were extracted in the image and they were matched to the 3D model. This
room’s reality model is composed of 32 anchor-plates distributed over 4 walls.

When all the points are matched, the camera motion T is estimated by minimizing
the re-projection error using a Levenberg-Marquardt optimizer. This process returns the
camera pose in the coordinate system of the 3D model. This allows us to create an
augmented CAD by positioning the image into the 3D view. These transformations are
stored in the database and linked to the image.
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Figure 6.4: Ranking of Anchor-Plates Matches: Matches are ranked using a nor-
malized registration error; We see that the five best candidates have similar geometric
organization, but the best candidate has a score, which is clearly separated from the
others.

6.4 Registration Results

We present now the results of the presented approach using the two data-sets presented
in Figure 6.3. For each image we extracted the anchor-plates using our segmentation
tools. Then we apply the matching procedure for the first data-set (Fig. 6.3(a)), which
includes more than two hundred anchor-plates in the model, and for the second data-set
(Fig. 6.3(b)) which includes thirty-two anchor-plates. For both experiments the matching
procedure found the correct correspondences between the 2D information and the 3D
model even though the 2D segmentation might not always be perfect. Matching results
are presented in figures 6.5, 6.7, 6.9 and 6.11. Using the estimated 2D-3D correspondences
we compute the pose of the camera and then create a mixed view that composes the image
with the CAD model. Augmentation results are visible in Figures 6.6, 6.8, 6.10 and 6.12.
The obtained augmentations are visually satisfying and offer a sufficient quality to perform
discrepancy check.
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6.4 Registration Results

Conclusion

In this chapter, we presented a tool for the registering of an image to a CAD model. The
presented method follows the philosophy of Reality Models, that are 3D model for AR. We
present anchor-plates, which have the desired property of reality models in civil engineer-
ing. These industrial components are used largely in civil works and their geometry are
verified, which make them trustworthy for registration. Because their detection is difficult
we presented a segmentation method that is able to propose candidate extractions to the
user. And we introduced an automatic method for 2D-3D matching of this industrial
object leading to a reliable pose estimate. These registered images can be used by civil
engineers to check for discrepancies but they also create a better documentation of the
CAD model that include discrepancies, un-documented components, modification of the
design. They can be, in addition, considered as keyframes.

These keyframes can help to create new applications such as on-site maintenance using
visual tracking technologies. It can also provide new methods to register images from the
plant, which could overcome some of the limitation of component-based registration. The
presented method requires for at least two anchor-plates to be visible to obtain a pose.
This constraint is hard to enforce. But, using local images features and pose estimation
from features, one can use the keyframe created with the anchor-plate-based procedure to
register additional images. Local features, relative pose estimation and keyframe-based
registration will be the focus of the rest of this thesis.
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Figure 6.5: Anchor-Plates Matching Results 1 using images of a plant during con-
struction. The algorithm used 3D information from the 4 walls, the ceiling and the floor (
Data-set 1 - Figure 6.3(a)) and segmentation provided from 6.2. It automatically detected
the correct wall and matched to the correct structure.
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Figure 6.6: Augmentation of Power-plant Images 1, the pose was obtained using the
2D-3D correspondences displayed in figure 6.5. Snapshots obtained directly from VID.
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Figure 6.7: Anchor-Plates Matching Results 2 using images of a plant during con-
struction. The algorithm used 3D information from the 4 walls, the ceiling and the floor (
Data-set 1 - Figure 6.3(a)) and segmentation provided from 6.2. It automatically detected
the correct wall and matched to the correct structure.
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6.4 Registration Results

Figure 6.8: Augmentation of Power-plant Images 2, the pose was obtained using the
2D-3D correspondences displayed in figure 6.7. Snapshots obtained directly from VID.
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Figure 6.9: Anchor-Plates Matching Results 3 using images of a plant in operation.
The algorithm used 3D information from the 4 walls ( Data-set 2 - Figure 6.3(b)) and
segmentation provided from 6.2. It automatically detected the correct wall and matched
to the correct structure.
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6.4 Registration Results

Figure 6.10: Augmentation of Power-plant Images 3, the pose was obtained using
the 2D-3D correspondences displayed in figure 6.9. Snapshots obtained directly from VID.
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Figure 6.11: Anchor-Plates Matching Results 4 using images of a plant in operation.
The algorithm used 3D information from the 4 walls ( Data-set 2 - Figure 6.3(b)) and
segmentation provided from 6.2. It automatically detected the correct wall and matched
to the correct structure.
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6.4 Registration Results

Figure 6.12: Augmentation of Power-plant Images 4, the pose was obtained using
the 2D-3D correspondences displayed in figure 6.11. Snapshots obtained directly from
VID.
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Part 111

Advances in Feature based
Registration for Augmented Reality

In the previous part of this thesis, we introduced an Augmented Reality Application for
discrepancy check, which includes a method to register images to a CAD Model. In this
part we develop a pipeline to register new images based on these registered images. Since
we want this registration method to be applicable in general settings, it has to work with
wide-baseline. Therefore it relies on multi-scale features to estimate an initial relative
pose. We first introduce a method to measure the localization quality for multi-scale
features in Chapter 7. Then in Chapter 8 we present a method to estimate relative pose,
which is able to cope with bad measurements by evaluating the quality of an alignment on
both 2D coordinates and images information. Finally in Chapter 9, we present a general
method to extend a relative pose to a full pose necessary to obtain an mixed view.
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CHAPTER
SEVEN

LOCATION UNCERTAINTY FOR SCALE INVARIANT
FEATURE POINTS

Image feature points are the basis for numerous computer vision tasks. These points
usually are representatives of some images characteristics such as corners or blobs. When
put in correspondence across images, they can be used for pose estimation or object
detection. State of the art algorithms detect features that are invariant to scale and
orientation changes. While feature detectors and descriptors have been widely studied in
terms of stability and repeatability, their localization error has often been assumed to be
uniform and insignificant.

We argue in this chapter that this assumption does not hold for scale-invariant feature
detectors and demonstrate that the detection of features at different image scales actually
has an influence on the localization accuracy. We introduce a general framework to
determine the uncertainty of multi-scale image features. This uncertainty is represented
via an anisotropic covariance with varying orientation and magnitude. We apply our
framework to the well-known SIFT and SURF algorithms. Finally, after demonstrating
in synthetic experiments that the presented framework behaves appropriately, we show
the usefulness of such covariance estimates for bundle adjustment.

7.1 Problematic

One of the core tasks in computer vision is to discover the movement undertaken by a
camera between two acquisitions. Applications where the knowledge of relative transfor-
mations between images is useful range from movie special effects to medical imaging.
They use techniques such as structure from motion [Fitzgibbon, 2001], tracking [Atasoy
et al., 2009] or image enhancement [Capel and Zisserman, 1998]. In the context of this
thesis, a relative pose between images can be used to extend it to a full pose in order to
obtain a mixed view (see Chapter 9). Solutions for the relative registration problem can
be cast in two categories, as explained bellow.

In the first category, we find direct or template based approaches where pixel intensity
values are directly compared to each other [Baker and Matthews, 2004, Bartoli, 2006,
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Benhimane, 2007]. Direct methods offer good performances. But because of their limited
basins of convergence, they require to be properly initialized and therefore are mainly
used for tracking.

In the second category, we find methods that are based on image primitives. They
are called feature based methods. In this thesis, we focus on points, but primitives such
as lines [Hanek et al., 1999] or edges [Klein and Drummond, 2003] are also suitable.
These kinds of algorithms first need to extract meaningful and stable points based on
mathematical operators and then describe them in a distinctive way in order to offer a
method to match the local features across views. Local features points should have the
following properties : Distinctness, Invariance, Stability, Seldomness and Interpretability
[Forstner, 1987].

In particular, a lot of attention has been given to detecting points that could be
detected and matched across wide baseline [Lindeberg, 1998, Matas et al., 2002, Lowe,
2004, Triggs, 2004, Bay et al., 2008]. These features are often detected in scale-space
and therefore are referred to as multi-scale local features. Methods based on features
have been successfully applied in numerous fields. A few of these application are: scene
modeling [Snavely et al., 2008], 3D tracking [Vacchetti et al., 2004a] and image retrieval
[Lazebnik et al., 2006].

Features extraction is an estimation process and like every numerical algorithm it
makes approximations. These approximations or errors need to be evaluated as they
are used for further calculus (e.g. pose estimation) and might contaminate the following
estimates.

The use of multi-scale features has exploded since the publication of SIFT [Lowe, 1999,
2004]. SIFT have been used in countless applications. To give an idea of the impact it
had on the community, this paper has been cited at least 7114 times' almost twice as
much as the seminal RANSAC paper [Fischler and Bolles, 1981]. Unfortunately, few are
those [Haja et al., 2008] who studied the precision of multi-scale features or to be more
exact their un-precision. As of today there is still no theoretical framework to estimate it.
Furthermore, countless methods provide the methodology to use or require uncertainty
measurements: for linear and non-linear estimation of vision parameters [Forstner, 1987,
Kanatani, 2000], for robust parameter estimation [Sur et al., 2008, Raguram et al., 2009],
for guided matching [Ochoa and Belongie, 2006], for 3D tracking [Park et al., 2008].
Since they do not have access to such measurements they either suppose the error to
be uniform across measurements or are forced to use uncertainty based on the image
auto-correlation, suitable for mono-scale corners such as Harris’. Finally, when available,
covariance information will allow merging heterogeneous data, for example points and
lines [Morris and Kanade, 1998]

The general framework presented in this chapter can be seen as a meticulous ap-
plication of the guideline proposed for error estimation of computer vision algorithm in
[Haralick, 1994]. For an overview of multi-scale features and notation used in this chapter
the reader is reffered to section 3.7. First in Section 7.2, we describe prior works in uncer-
tainty estimation, followed by a description of the approximation made by scale invariant
feature detection methods. Then we introduce in Section 7.3 our framework to express

1Search performed using google scholar June 2010.

104



7.2 Related Work in Uncertainty Estimation

—
SN\

0 S~

SOy UM
=% \
é‘\§\:\:“\

10

-5
10 _q9

Figure 7.1: Self Matching Function of an image patch around a found feature point
(left). Residual of the self-matching and its 2"¢ order approximation (right). The ellipse
indicates the covariance describing the localization uncertainty.

the uncertainty related to the curvature of detector function for multi-scale features. In
Section 7.5, we apply this framework to SIFT and SURF and evaluate our framework
in Section 7.6. Finally in Section 7.7, we demonstrate the usefulness of the estimated
uncertainty in model fitting.

7.2 Related Work in Uncertainty Estimation

Multi-scale local features have been studied extensively in term of repeatability and sta-
bility [Schmid et al., 2000, Mikolajczyk et al., 2005]. But we are still missing a measure
of their localization precision. This problem has been tackled for interest points (e.g.
corners). And with this section, we try to give a complete overview of different methods
used in the past.

Common to all approaches is the assumption of a Gaussian error model and hence the
characterization of the location uncertainty using a 2D covariance matrix often visualized
as an ellipse. To be able to give an accurate covariance estimate, it is important to know
where the localization error originates from. It is identified either to be pixel intensity
noise or to arise from the detection algorithm itself.

On the one hand, pixel intensity noise is derived from the capturing process and
influenced by image sensor noise and the inherent sampling. On the other hand, while
there are a number of different algorithms for feature point extraction, all of them have
in common that they sample in image- and (if applicable) in scale-space and that they
approximate the particular detector response. This can lead to a localization shift arising
from the respective detection method.

One of the first detection algorithm to offer a precision measure was proposed in
[Forstner and Giilch, 1987]. Their detection is a two step process: first we find optimal
windows where good features lie and we then search where the feature is in that window,
such that it maximizes a linear operator. An uncertainty measurement is attached to
each feature based on the inverse of the normal equation system that the coordinates of
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the feature satisfy.

Most of the prior work in features localization uncertainty assumed that the error
can be estimated from the inverse of the Hessian of the auto-correlation function. It
supposes that a corner-like feature (e.g. Harris) maximizes the auto-correlation function
(self similarity) [Morris and Kanade, 1998, Kanatani, 2000, Kanazawa and Kanatani,
2003], see also figure 7.1. The use of the inverse of the Hessian is justified in [Kanazawa
and Kanatani, 2003] as it achieves the Cramer-Roa lower bound. Brooks et al. [2001] use
a similar approach but propose to flip by 90° the obtained covariance and show that they
obtained better results using such a trick for model estimation. This would imply that the
orientation estimated from the auto-correlation is not reliable or of little impact. This
measure is also used for KLT features [Lucas and Kanade, 1981, Tomasi and Kanade,
1991] by Dorini and Goldenstein [2006].

The auto-correlation based uncertainty is also used for intensity based alignment
[Anandan and Irani, 2002, Koeser and Koch, 2008]. It computes covariances for a dense
set of pixels. This “reliability” idea was sketched in [Shi and Tomasi, 1994] where “good
feature to track” are points that have a small residual which enforces to keep good tracks.
Covariances were employed in the same framework to infer the precision of the tracks
in [Nickels and Hutchinson, 2002]. This time the covariance is not based on the auto-
correlation but on the correlation between images. This was similarly used in [Skoglund
and Felsberg, 2007] for the sum of absolute differences (SAD).

Steele and Jaynes [2005] on the other hand focus on the detector function and address
the problem of its response inaccuracy based on pixel noise. For each pixel in the image
they define a noise model. The evaluated noise models are: identically distributed noise,
independent variably distributed noise where each pixel can have its own variance, and
correlated variably distributed noise where the noise at connected neighbors for a single
pixel is correlated. Instead of estimating covariances directly from pixel intensity values,
they propagate the initial noise covariances through the detection process of the Forstner-
corner detector [Forstner and Giilch, 1987] to come up with a covariance estimate for each
feature point. The simplest noise model delivers the worse results in comparison to more
complex models, but is still outperforming the traditional method, where covariances are
estimated directly from pixel intensity values not considering any noise model. They
summarize that, in general, more sophisticated noise models lead to improvements in the
covariance estimation. While covariance directionality is estimated correctly, it tends to
underestimate feature uncertainty.

For image flow, Singh and Allen [1992] estimate of the velocity of the image point
along with a covariance measure. Compared to previous body of work they based they
confidence on the density of the response distribution. It should be able to handle multiple
local minima but the hypothesis that the response of the detector is independent does
not match a common image.

Orguner and Gustafsson [2007] also study the accuracy for Harris corners. The mea-
sure is based on the probability that a pixel is a true corner in the region around the corner
estimate. They have found that the accuracy for a corner point can vary depending on
the different image color channels (RGB). The justification for the extra-computational
burden of such a method is unclear in comparison to the inverse of the Hessian.
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Kanatani has been working on uncertainty modeling intensively [Kanatani and Mor-
ris, 2001, Kanatani, 2004]. Thus [Kanazawa and Kanatani, 2003] raise the question of
the usefulness of covariance matrices for image features. They showed that when using
corner-like feature, the advantage of using covariance estimated from the auto-correlation
function for homography and fundamental matrix estimation was limited. They state that
the estimated covariances seem to be isotropic and of similar size across the image. In
comparison [Brooks et al., 2001] demonstrate an error reduction for fundamental matrix
estimation. They concentrate on various tests to analyze the value of covariance infor-
mation in a parameter estimation process. Given that the covariance information is itself
subject to estimation errors, they measure the impact of imprecise covariances parameter
estimates. They conclude that not only covariance information itself can be valuable, but
also the extent to which this information may be inaccurate until they corrupt the model
computed using them gets degraded.

It is important to note that all the previously cited work based their argumentation
on corner detectors which are not scale-invariant. Only [Haja et al., 2008] provide a
comparison of region detectors with respect to localization accuracy. They argue that
localization accuracy is dependent on the particular detection scale. Localization accuracy
is evaluated in terms of matching precision of regions by examining the feature point
location and region overlap; however, they do not parametrize the localization error of
an interest point itself. They state that significant differences between detectors exist,
depending on the type of images used. The presented results serve as an additional
evaluation to existing studies, and can be used to choose the appropriate detector for a
desired target application.

This brief review of the state of the art demonstrates the limit of the proposed methods,
which are either too specific or not backed up by convincing evaluations. In this chapter,
we will try to show that the covariance estimate follow the same error as the detector and
prove that it offers real benefits. In order for the presented method to be useful we need a
general framework that can be applied generally to detectors. Finally, as scale-invariant
region detectors extract image regions complementary to the corner-like features, we claim
two things:

1. Due to the focus on interest regions instead of points the shape of covariances will
be in general anisotropic.

2. The magnitude of the covariances will vary significantly due to detection in scale
space.

7.3 Formalization of the Error and Scale Space De-
tection

The following analysis is based on the underlying assumption that a detection process
locates a feature and that this process generates a measurement error that conforms to a
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3D ground truth point

2. localization inaccuracy

in detection process

Figure 7.2: Error sources for a wrong localization of interest points. The ground
truth point is assumed to be known in the 3D scene. The capturing process, mapping the
3D point into a 2D image coordinate system, introduces noise in the pixel intensity values.
In addition, the interest point detection process itself has an inherent error depending on
the particular algorithm. Both sources of error account for the interest point localization
error in an image.

bivariate normal distribution. We present the error assumption and a general represen-
tation of scale space feature detection. In this section the general uncertainty evaluation
framework is explained, which was developed to estimate the covariance matrix describing
this distribution.

7.3.1 Source of Uncertainty and Error Model

In the following explanation we assume that the ground truth location of a 3D point in
the scene related to an interest point in the image is known. The error when localizing
an interest point is then identified to occur due to two reasons (see also Figure 7.2):

First, the capturing process maps a 3D point into an image coordinate system. The
accuracy of this mapping is dependent on the resolution and color depth of the camera.
Discretization of pixel locations and a quantization of intensity values modify the true
point in this first step. In addition the camera sensor will introduce pixel intensity noise.
Thus, even if we have a perfect detection algorithm it is impossible to estimate a feature
point location exactly.

Second, the detection algorithm itself introduces some localization error. The rep-
resentation of the operator response within an image stack is done at predefined scales.
Hence, the scale space is not represented continuously. Most algorithms limit the effects
of this problem by interpolating in scale space to get a more accurate interest point es-
timate both in spatial location and scale. For an approximation of order n, the error
introduced by this means will correspond to the error residual of the interpolation and
be of order n + 1. Additionally, detection operator functions are approximated for faster
computation, although this has the drawback that an interest point will not be found at
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its ground truth position but with a small offset.

For some detection algorithms it is possible to propagate individual pixel intensity
error covariances through the detection process to come up with a covariance matrix for
a found interest point [Haralick, 1994]. Steele and Jaynes [2005] have demonstrated this
approach for the Forstner-corner detector. For the propagation of the error, the Jacobian
of the detector with respect to pixel intensity values is needed. For more complicated and
especially non-linear interest point detectors, the Jacobian can only be approximated.
Thus this approach has not been considered for detectors searching in scale space.

In this work, the statistical model for the observable localization error is set to be
multivariate Gaussian distributed.

7.3.2 General Formulation of Detection in Scale Space

The uncertainty estimation framework we developed is not only applicable to one particu-
lar feature detection algorithm, but is valid for all detectors building upon a representation
in scale-space. Common to all these scale invariant feature detectors is a two step ap-
proach to find feature points. The following mathematical representation is novel and
allows for an easy adaption of our estimation framework to other detectors.

First, a scale-space representation in form of an image stack D (see Figure 7.3-left) is
created with the mathematical feature detection operator (faec) at preselected scales
o; € {0j}j=1..n from the image Z. N is the number of layer present in the stack and
o; refers to the actual scale the layer. The detection operator fqe. depends on the partic-
ular algorithm and is not necessarily a linear function. For the calculation of the operator
response D(m, ;) at a specific location in scale space (m,o;), the image neighborhood
N is taken into consideration. For each layer D(e, ;) of the stack, local maxima are
then detected at positions m via a non-maximum suppression approach, leading to a first
set IP; of feature point candidates:

D(m, ;) :== faeec (Z(Nm), %) (7.1)

P, := U{(m, o) s.t. Vx € N \ {m}, D (m,0;) > D (x, ai)} (7.2)

=1

Second, the algorithm selects interest points from P; for which the response S to the scale-
selection operator fse attains a local maximum over scale (see Figure 7.3-left). Points for
which the scale-selection operator attains no extremum or for which the response is below
a threshold 7 are rejected:

S(m,0;) := fset (Z(Nm), 0;) (7.3)

04

P, := {(m,a> s.t. (m,o) € Py,0 = argmax S(m, 0;),S(m, o) > T} (7.4)

The selected scale indicates the scale at which a maximum detector response to the local
image structure is observed. It is relatively independent of the image resolution and is
related to the structure and not to the resolution at which the structure is represented.
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Figure 7.3: Detection Function defined in Scale Space and its related Hessian
(left) Features are detected in scale-space via a local maximum search in each stack
layers to find the pixel location (u,v) of the features, followed by a maximum search
over all scales; (right) Detector function response D at a given feature location and the
corresponding residual function R (bell curve) that provides the covariance matrix via its
Hessian.

Furthermore, the scale estimate will permit stable feature point localization under image
resizing, in plane rotations, and similarity transformations.

The outcome of the detection process is a set Py of feature points (m, o). Post process-
ing steps may be present to reject those points from Py, which are not stable to detect. For
example points on lines or in ridges can be rejected, as their position is hard to localize.

Local features detector presented in section 3.7.3 can directly be integrated in such a
framework using their detector function fgec and scale selection function fsq.

7.3.3 Error in Scale Detection

In our approach, we do not integrate the uncertainty for the scale selection, because it
does not impact the precision of the localization. If the scale uncertainty, based on fge,
would be used, the resulting 3D ellipsoid (z, y, o) defined in scale space would collapse
to a 2D ellipsoid in the original image equivalent to the 2D covariance (z, y). Therefore
our error measurements are only based on 2D localization uncertainty.

Though, knowledge of the error in scale detection can be beneficial in other computer
vision methods. For example, it could be inserted in descriptor algorithms such as [Lowe,
2004, Bay et al., 2008] where the Gaussian smoothing strength over the gradient image
could be computed from it. Additionally, information such as the descriptor orientation
uncertainty could also be used in such a way to create a more robust descriptor. Unfortu-
nately, the propagation of these error measurements into a covariance for the descriptor
estimation and their use might be far from trivial.

7.4 Uncertainty Estimation Framework

Based on the general feature detection process presented before, we now want to explain
how to estimate an error covariance for a feature point. One can see that for interest point
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localization only the feature detection operator, represented by the scale-space stack D, is
of importance. The detection process is accomplished by a local maximum search within
this detection stack. It is followed by a search for the characteristic scale in S; however,
the scale selection process does not influence the interest point location. Thus, for the
evaluation of a detection error the particular layer D(e, o) of the detection pyramid is the
determining factor.

Interest points relate to extrema in the operator output. Therefore, the search for a
local maximum in D will lead to the same feature point location m as minimizing the
“residual” cost function R(Am):

R(Am) = D(m,o) — D(m + Am, o) (7.5)
m = arg max D(x,0) = arg R R(Am) . 7.6)

A graphical representation of R is given in Figure 7.3-right.

During the rest of this chapter, we only search for maxima, but this formulation can
be also applied when searching for a local minimizer m of D. We just have to redefine
R as —R but the rest of the formulation stays untouched. We decide to separate the
maximum search case from the minimum one over using the absolute value of R, since
derivatives of R could not be continuous when using ||.]|.

R and its related coordinates Am have their origin at point m. For a small neighbor-
hood Am = (Au, Av) € Ny we can approximate R(Am) via a Taylor expansion to the
second order for feature point (m, o) (see also Figure 7.3):

5 B OR(Am) 1 +0*R(Am)
R(Am) ~ R(Am) = ]1%(0) + aA—mAm + §(Am) WAm -
= E(Am)THAm.

R and its first derivative vanish at position 0, because it is a minimum of R. The second
order term remains, where the Hessian H characterizes the curvature at the interest point
m. Simply speaking, for a low curvature, the detection process will imply an error due
to the missing discriminative behavior of D(e, o) in the neighborhood N,, whereas for
a high curvature the spatial detection process will be more accurate. The curvature of a
function around a point m is given by the Hessian H. Therefore it is natural to regard
the inverse of the Hessian as a measure for the feature localization uncertainty. A more
theoretic argumentation was made by Kanazawa and Kanatani [2003].
The estimation process then happens in two steps:

1. Estimate the covariance for each interest point (m, o) from the Hessian related to
the point, according to

S el B ,
:_{Dm(m,ai) Dzy(m,ai)}l '
Dyy(m,0;) Dyy(m,o;) |
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where Ry,, Ryy, Ryy and Dy, D,,, D, respectively, are the second order derivatives
of R and D respectively. Most algorithms compute the Hessian already, for example
to reject edge responses. In this case the Hessian does not need to be recalculated.
The inverse in Equation (7.8) always exists, as the Hessian at an interest point is
always positive or negative definite. Moreover the inverse can be computed with
minimal computational cost, since there exists a closed from solution for a 2 x 2 ma-
trix. Nevertheless it is often unnecessary to compute this inverse. For example the
inverse of the covariance is used for a weighted least square for bundle adjustment,
see section 7.7.

2. Depending on the particular creation process of the detector stack D, it may be
required to propagate the covariance matrix back to the initial scale o¢; o¢ here is
according to blurring present in the initial image. By doing so it is ensured that
covariances retain their proportional relationship. In particular rescaling is needed,
if layer D(e,0;) does not have the same resolution as D(e, 0y); this often is the
case for computational reasons. A back projection is done via the ratio of layer
resolutions (obtained by res()):

2

50 _y. (1es(D(2,00) )" (7.9)
res(D(e,0;))

Y here refers to the covariance associated with a feature point (m, ) at position

m in the initial image, describing its localization precision.

The proposed method is applicable to feature detection algorithms detecting points
in scale space. In the following section we demonstrate how to implement the framework

for SIFT and SURF.

7.5 Applications of the Uncertainty Estimation
Framework

The covariance estimation framework is easily applied to SIFT and SURF. The covariance
is calculated according to Equation (7.8) as the inverse of the Hessian at the interest point
location (m, o) in scale-space from the detector response map D. To get a more robust
estimate it is useful to increase the influence region from 3x3 to a 5x5 neighborhood and
calculate the Hessian as a Gaussian weighted sum:

s~ (= 5w [ f20) Do ])

with w(.) a gaussian weight centered on n.
The second order derivatives D, Dy, D,, are calculated by taking differences of
neighboring sample points. The according filters are

10
oo =[1 =2 1], dy=| =2, dyy=7-1 0 0 0 |. (7.11)
0 1
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In details, derivatives are computed by point-wise multiplication of the filters with the
detector response map values resulting in

Note that the interpolation step shown in Equation (3.51) will lead to a detection scale
0 which is not represented by pyramid scales ;. By interpolation between pyramid layers
one can calculate the detector response map D(m, &) at the particular characteristic scale
¢. Covariance estimation is performed at this characteristic scale; so at a given octave
and (sub)interval. As pyramid layers of different octaves possesses a different size, this
requires back propagation of covariances to the original image size according to

2(0) - Y. (2octave)2 , (713)

which is equivalent to equation 7.9 using the “octave” idea used in SIFT and SURF. To
lower complexity, covariances can be estimated at the detection scale o rather than at &.
The initial detection scale o relates to a scale o; at which a layer is already represented in
the pyramid. This simplification avoids a costly interpolation; however, is not degrading
the result significantly. Using D(m, o) as the reference layer for the Hessian calculation
requires a back projection of

»O =¥ . (20ctve 4 (5 — o)) (7.14)

Covariances estimated in this manner can only be determined up to an unknown global
scale: the noise level. It could be approximated by using a method like patch match [Ji
et al., 2010] but since it would require an additional processing for each image we suppose
that the noise is constant across different images. We do not use the normalization
suggested in [Kanazawa and Kanatani, 2003, Kanatani, 2004] either as we want to preserve
the proportions between covariances.

Therefore we force all covariance matrices to be scaled such that a circular feature
detected in the very bottom pyramid layer will approximately have Frobenius norm 1.
This constant factor has been determined experimentally for SIF'T and for SURF. Note,
that scaling is only performed for numerical reasons and does not change the influence of
covariance in any way.

7.6 Covariance Evaluation

The following contains a description of the experiments which were carried out to ensure
that the uncertainty estimates are related to the real underlying location error distribu-
tion. First, the proposed covariance estimates are compared to the computer-generated
error distribution and the accuracy of the estimates itself is evaluated. Second, the be-
havior of covariances over scale is investigated.

7.6.1 Statistical Error Modeling

The idea behind the statistical error sampling employed, is to create synthetic images with
which it is possible to control the ground truth location of feature points. For detected
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Figure 7.4: Image generating maximal response for the SIFT detector. An
interest point will be found exactly in the middle of the feature. Note, that for displaying
this feature in an image the pixel intensities have to be scaled such that they are fitting
to the value range present in the image.

feature points in these images it is then possible to measure the localization error. By
perturbing the feature image we can capture the statistical behavior of the detector.

7.6.1.1 Optimal Images for SIFT and SURF

SIFT uses a linear filter - the difference of Gaussians (DoG) - as detection operator.
For controlling the feature point location, the output of the operator convolution has to
be maximum at the specified ground truth location. It is achieved via a matched filter
approach by placing a DoG itself at the desired feature location my:

Z(m) = G(m — my, 0,41) — G(m — my, o) . (7.15)

An exemplary Optimal SIFT feature is visible in Figure 7.4.

For SURF, a matched filter approach is not directly feasible, because the determinant
of the Hessian is a nonlinear detection operator. Yet, it is possible to create an optimal
image, where the SURF detector will have maximum response at a predefined position.
This is solved by finding an optimal image that maximizes the SURF filter under some
constraints as demonstrated in [Zeisl, 2009, Schweiger et al., 2009]. An exemplary optimal
SURF feature is visible in Figure 7.5

For more details on optimal SIFT and SURF features, the reader is referred to
[Schweiger et al., 2009]

7.6.1.2 Covariance from MLE versus Presented Methods

To build up a localization error distribution, repeating the detection several times does
not give the desired result, since the detection process is deterministic [Kanatani, 2004].
By adding pixel noise in the original image, the localization error is expected to change
as well. We then compute a maximum likelihood estimate for mean and covariance of the
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Figure 7.5: Image generating maximal response for the SURF detector. An
interest point will be found exactly in the middle of the feature. Note, that for displaying
this feature in an image the pixel intensities have to be scaled such that they are fitting
to the value range present in the image.

sampled localizations of the feature. This error distribution from the detection process
is then compared to our Hessian based covariance. In order to test the influence of
viewpoint changes, the initial synthetic image is additionally warped with a perspective
transformation. This will in general generate a synthetic image shape not representing
the optimal image feature any more. Still the ground truth feature point can be warped
exactly. This should explain in a more realistic manner the error made by a detector. We
suppose the MLE to be our ground truth and we expect it to be close to our estimate.
Results for the error modeling are shown in Figure 7.6.

The maximum likelihood estimate of the sampled error distribution and our covariance
estimates are compared to each other via the Bhattacharyya distance [Bhattacharyya,
1943], which is measuring the similarity of two discrete probability distributions. For
multivariate Gaussian distributions N (1, X1), N (12, 32) the distance is defined as:

) _— 1 det X
P DA 7.16
B=3 (p1 — p2) (11 = p2) 2 i <\/det > - det 22> ( )
Y Y
with ¥ = % (7.17)

A normalization before comparison is necessary as the estimated covariances can only be
determined up to scale. In addition p; = us holds true, as both covariance are located at
the interest point location. Table 7.1 lists the results for varying viewpoint changes.

The error distribution for SIF'T is following the warping in the image and so does the
covariance estimate. For SURF the error does not depend on the feature shape; still the
covariance estimate fits to the modeled error distribution as well.

Notable is that the estimate is circular in most cases. This coincides with [Kanazawa
and Kanatani, 2003], which state that for the Harris corner detector covariances are of
circular shape. Comparable to the Harris detector, SURF is also applying the determinant
of the Hessian as detection operator, and thus the shape of covariances is coherent. Still
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(a) 0° (b) 10° (c) 20° (d) 30° (e) 40° (f) 50° (g) 60°
Figure 7.6: Covariance Evaluation Using Synthetic Features. Distribution of lo-
cation error (blue cross) and comparison of maximum likelihood estimate (dashed line)

to our Hessian based covariance estimate (solid line) with respect to varying perspective

distortion (a) - (g) for SIFT (top) and SURF (bottom).

| Viewpoint change | 0° | 10° | 20° | 30° | 40° | 50° [ 60° |
Bhattacharyya distance(-10%)

SIFT 0.181 [ 0.850 [ 0.955 [ 2.72 [ 7.94 [ 32.9 | 50.2
SURF 1.92 | 69.54 [ 0.359 | 17.98 | 4.82 | 9.11 | 3.11

Table 7.1: Numerical Evaluation Using Synthetic Features. Covariance compared
between Maximum Likelihood and our estimate

the covariance estimate and error distribution are following the scale, which is demon-
strated in the next section. For more elliptic shaped error distributions, we can observe a
tendency to underestimate the error. The effect can also be seen in the Table 7.1 where we
observe a greater Bhattacharyya distance. From the evaluation it can be concluded that
the covariance estimate does approximately represent the underlying localization error
distribution.

7.6.1.3 Covariance Dependence on Scale

We now investigate the dependence of covariances on the particular detection scale. In-
terest points within several real images are detected and the Frobenius norm for each
covariance matrix is calculated. Figure 7.7 displays the change of the covariance norm
over the related detection scale.

The curves show that features detected at higher scales are declared less accurate
compared to features detected at lower scales. This is intuitive as layers in the detec-
tion pyramid corresponding to higher scales, are built from more blurred or sub-sampled
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Figure 7.7: Covariance Evolution with Respect to Scale Change. Frobenius norm
of estimated covariances for interest regions detected in real images. The covariance norm
and thus also the localization accuracy is clearly dependent on the detection scale for both

SIFT and SURF features..
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versions of the original image. This loss of information is the reason for the increasing
localization error.

A second experiment was undertaken to demonstrate the dependency of the localiza-
tion precision on the particular detection scale. It includes two images which have been
recorded with different cameras. The first was shot with a high quality camera and high
resolution; the second was recorded with a standard webcam exhibiting low resolution.
We tried at best for both the camera to have the same pose for them to capture the same
features from the same point of view. The expectation is that the latter camera generates
an image with more blur due to the low quality. In the high resolution image, a multiple
of feature points are detected; particularly at scales not visible in the webcam image,
because the webcam is missing these image details.

One could expect that feature points in the low quality image will be localized with
greater un-precision; however corresponding feature points found in both images are de-
tected at pyramid layers where the underlying image feature are of equal size. Thus the
errors for localizing these particular features are the same in both images in relation to the
image size. If one would compare just the covariances to each other the absolute size is of
course smaller in the low resolution image. Using covariance information from multi-scale
image offers a natural normalization for images captured at different resolution. Figure
7.8 illustrates covariances for matching feature points in the two images. Here covariances
in the low resolution image are projected to the high resolution image by means of the
underlying homography. One can see that the produced covariance are of comparable
shape and size for both sensors.

In a third experiment a video of a moving pattern is recorded using an off-the-shelf
camcorder. SIFT features within the pattern are detected in each frame and their co-
variances are calculated; subsequent corresponding points are tracked over the sequence.
By this means it is possible to demonstrate the change of covariances under perspective
transformations, rotation changes and resizing of the pattern. In Figure 7.11 selected
frames are displayed from the sequence and the covariance change can be observed. First,
we can see that when the pattern gets smaller (Zoom and Tilt) the covariances follow
this behavior. Because the features get detected on layers of stack that have been less
blurred. Second, we can observe the stability of the covariance orientation as they turn
on par with the pattern rotation.

All these experiments verified that computing the uncertainty of the multi-scale local
features based on the inverse of the Hessian detector function followed the error made by
these detectors. Furthermore, we demonstrated the error behavior of multiscale features:
a feature detected on higher (coarse resolution) scale is worth located than a feature detect
lower (fine resolution) scale. We will now prove the usefulness of a covariance information
for model fitting.

7.7 Results for Model Fitting

While the correctness of covariance estimates was investigated in the previous section, we
still need to verify the usefulness of this information in order to justify their needs. Bundle
adjustment as described in Section 3.9.3 is used to demonstrate this point. We decide to
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*®  matching feature p
covariances in high resolution image
= = = covariances in low resolution image

% matching feature pe
covariances in high resolution image
= = = covariances in low resolution image

(c) SIFT (d) SURF

Figure 7.8: Covariance Evolution for different Sensors The top row shows a high and
low resolution image from a scene captured with a standard photo camera and a webcam,
respectively. The figures below illustrate covariances for matching feature points in the
two images. As matching feature points are detected at corresponding characteristic
scales, i.e. feature shapes in the images are of equal size, the difference in resolution and
quality does not lead to a less accurate localization. Projecting covariances from the low
resolution image to the high resolution image, shows that the localization precision is
almost identical.
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&

Figure 7.9: Synthetic Scene used for Bundle Adjustment: (left) Images are gener-
ated from virtual cameras (red diamonds) capturing a scene made of four textured planes,
(middle and right) Rendered scenes for two camera positions

use bundle adjustment because it is the gold standard for relative pose estimation, which
is used in the VID to register images based on keyframes.

When bundle adjustment is defined as a least square problem, the observation y;
is directly used to compute the cost as described in Equation 3.71. Each observation is
defined as the difference between the estimated re-projection from the current estimate
and the 2D measurement:

it = Kiw (TZ-M ) —m,; . (7.18)

Covariance information can easily be introduced in this minimization problem by
transforming the least square problem to a weighted least square. This is done by incor-
porating the covariance in each observation y;;. as follow:

Yik = E;k% (Kz’W (TZJ/\/\lk) — fflf) , (7.19)

with ¥;; the covariance measured for the 2D point fﬁf in image Z;.

The scene used for bundle adjustment is created synthetically, so its geometry is known
beforehand. It consists of four parallel quadratic image patches located at different depths
from the camera center (Figure 7.9). The scene is captured by 2 cameras from varying
viewpoints. Therefore, we known camera calibration matrix K and transformation T. The
feature points including their covariance estimates are computed in each of the images.

An initial estimate of the 3D structure and camera poses is created from matched
interest points and the corresponding relative pose estimated linearly, as described in
Chapter 3. In this setup, it is ensured that no outliers are present, by checking that cor-
respondences resulting from a matching step are consistent with the known homographies
between the two images. The present problem setup exhibits a gauge freedom [Morris
et al., 2001, Kanatani and Morris, 2001] leaving the first camera undetermined. Therefore
its 3D pose is fixed at position [I 0] and not changed during the optimization. The gauge
freedom also accounts for the change of the global scale during the optimization, which is
normalized afterwards to represent the known translation between cameras of each patch.
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known corners
intial estimate

SBA
SBA with covariances

Figure 7.10: Visual Evaluation Results of Bundle Adjustment. Corner point loca-
tions of patches for different pose estimates obtained from bundle adjustment. It can be
seen that the alignment of the corners using the covariance are closer to the true solution.

Finally, for every patch the target reprojection error between the known corner points
¢ and the projections of 3D corner points C is computed by means of the estimated

mapping parameters:
4
1
=12 |

For these simulations the sparse bundle adjustment framework provided by [Lourakis and
Argyros, 2009] is used. Table 7.2 summarizes the performance improvement of bundle
adjustment with covariance estimates employed. It is interesting to note that the re-
projection error is smaller for smaller patches. This effect is due to the fact that more
distinctive feature points with smaller covariances were detected in smaller patches. Esti-
mated corner points calculated with the initial pose estimate and bundle adjustment are
displayed in Figure 7.10 and show more coherent pose estimates when using covariance
information.

& — w (TE) H . (7.20)

mean all patches | smallest patch | largest patch
covariance || W/O | W/ wW/0|] W/ [W/O| W/
SIF'T 2.031 1.759 1.941 | 1.672 | 2.088 | 1.828
SURF 2.554 2.363 2.518 | 2.292 | 2.631 | 2.464

Table 7.2: Re-projection error after bundle adjustment with and without covariance
estimates used. The values indicate the mean performance as pixel offset for 100 different
image pairs. Smallest and largest patch refer to the patch size seen in each of the images
(and not to their actual size in 3D).

Conclusion

Evaluating the localization uncertainty of local features offers the possibility to remove
hard (unexplainable) threshold in computer vision algorithms and to replace them by con-
fidence measures. It also allows better estimations and self diagnostics [Meidow, 2008].
In this chapter, a novel framework for estimating location uncertainty for scale invariant
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feature points has been presented. It was shown that the covariance of the localization
error can be calculated from the detector response map in the neighborhood of a fea-
ture point without significant computational overhead. As expected, covariances differ
according to the particular detection scale and interest region shape. We showed first
that our estimated covariances followed the error made by multi-scale detector and that
using covariance for multi-scale features was indeed useful to obtain better registration.
This could contradict the conclusion made by Kanazawa and Kanatani [2003], where
they claim that covariance computation does not offer any significant advantage. We
conjecture that the justification for this is two-fold: First computing covariance based
on the auto-correlation property of the image might not be characteristic of the detector
precision. This would imply that for example that a covariance computed for an Harris
corner should be computed from its cornerness function and not from the direct image
intensities. Second corners and regions have different properties. Corners are precise and
offer a uniform quality measurement, but can only be matched across short baselines.
Blobs can be matched across larger baselines at the cost of some precision loss and in
general present heterogeneous precision across measurements. Therefore we think that a
conclusion drawn based on corners might not be generalizable to regions.

Finally, in a recent publication, Sur [2010] used the method presented in this chapter to
improve the robust estimation of fundamental matrices based on features points within an
a contrario RANSAC, demonstrating in another scenario the usefulness of the covariance
information for multi-scale features.
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(a) Zoom Rotation

(b) Tilt

()

Figure 7.11: Impact of Motion on Covariance Orientation Selected frames from a
video sequence showing a pattern under scale change, perspective transformations, and
rotation. The covariances for tracked feature points are changing accordingly: 7.11(a)
covariances are bigger the larger the feature is in the image; 7.11(b) covariances are
compressed due to the perspective distortion; 7.11(c) covariances follow the rotation of
the pattern.
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CHAPTER
EIGHT

COMBINING PHOTOMETRIC AND GEOMETRIC
INFORMATION FOR POSE ESTIMATION

In this chapter, we present a novel approach for the relative pose estimation problem
from image point correspondences. Unlike classical algorithms, such as the Gold Standard
algorithm (with or without covariance information), the proposed approach ensures that
the matched points are photo-consistent throughout the pose estimation process. In fact,
common algorithms use the photometric information to extract the feature points and to
establish the 2D point correspondences. Then, they focus on minimizing, in a non-linear
scheme, geometric distances between the projection of reconstructed 3D points and the
coordinates of the extracted image points without taking the photometric information
into account. This might not be optimal as we saw in the Chapter 7 that the precision
of feature point is limited. The approach we propose merges geometric and photometric
information in a unified cost function for the non-linear minimization. This allows us to
achieve results with higher precision and also with higher convergence frequency compared
to optimizing only a geometric re-projection error, which is defined to be the gold-standard
[Hartley and Zisserman, 2003].

8.1 Introduction

In Computer Vision, relative pose estimation corresponds to the task of finding the ge-
ometric transformation between two cameras. Using two images each acquired by a cal-
ibrated camera, it is possible to use a set of corresponding feature points to estimate
the pose parameters, i.e. the relative rotation and translation between the two cam-
eras. This task is a core problem of several computer vision applications especially in
Augmented Reality for tracking or when using pose from keyframes. Since the seminal
work of [Longuet-Higgins, 1981] where an 8-point algorithm was proposed to compute the
pose via the essential matrix, many works have been published either to generalize to the
non-calibrated case [Hartley, 1992, Faugeras, 1992], or to improve its robustness [Hartley,
1995, Chojnacki et al., 2003] or as proposed recently, to solve it efficiently in a closed-form
algorithm with the minimal set of seven points [Zhang, 1998] or when calibrated with five
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Figure 8.1: Classical Approaches set aside the image photometric information once the
matching has been established. Only geometric information is used in the pose estimation.

points [Nister, 2004]. The standard scheme that one can find in reference computer vi-
sion books [Faugeras and Luong, 2001, Hartley and Zisserman, 2003] or in earlier work
(e.g. [Horn, 1989]) is to actually use several corresponding points (from some tens to
few hundreds) and to minimize a least-squares cost function making use of all available
correspondences. In practice, this allows for the pose estimate as well as the 3D points
to be precise. Data normalization precedes linear estimation or a closed-form solution,
which generally serves as initialization to a non-linear minimization. The most commonly
used algorithm to perform this task is the well known Gold Standard algorithm [Hartley
and Zisserman, 2003]. It is based on minimizing the reprojection error (Eq. 3.69). This
algorithm allows to obtain the Maximum Likelihood estimate of the transformation ma-
trices and can be easily adapted to the Fundamental matrix using projection matrices.
As depicted by figure 8.1, this algorithm makes only use of the coordinates of the image
points. No photometric information (color, texture, image gradients,...) is used once the
matching of the feature points has been established.

The Gold Standard algorithm works well in practice and gives satisfactory results in
most cases. Recent improvements have been proposed such that the linear estimation has
a better conditioned measurement matrix [Wu et al., 2005] or such that the optimizer
converges toward the global minimum [Hartley and Kahl, 2007] using a L., norm. In the
presence of small number of noisy feature points, even if a robust estimation [Fischler and
Bolles, 1981] is applied to remove outliers in the matching process, it is hard to recover a
precise pose. It is possible to get a geometrically correct and locally optimal pose, but it
can be, in some cases, far from the real one because 2D measurements used to compute
the relative pose are not perfect (see Chapter 7). This unprecision is mainly due to the
fact that such approaches do not guarantee a photometric consistency with respect to the
images.

In this chapter, we introduce an additional constraint to the traditional reprojection
error for the final non-linear optimization. We enforce the reconstructed 3D points to have
the same appearance in both images and not only to be close to their 2D measurements.

We first discuss related work in merging heterogeneous information for parameter
estimation in Section 8.2. Then we describe the gold standard method for the relative
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pose estimation in Section 8.3, followed by the proposed method to improve this estimation
in Section 8.4. Finally we evaluate our method on simulated data as well as industrial
site pictures in Section 8.5.

8.2 Previous Work in non only geometric for Struc-
ture for Motion

In Chapter 3 and the previous section, we introduce pose estimation methods that were
solely based on geometric measurements obtained from features points. But researchers
tried over the years to create better methods that use different type of measurements.

There was a large trend in Factorization methods to use constraint from points and
lines [Triggs, 1996, Morris and Kanade, 1998]. Oliensis and Werman [2000] add intensity
from the image to points and lines measurements to a factorization algorithm. Unfortu-
nately because of the linearization of factorization approach, the intensities information
does not constrain the structure estimated for the 3D points but only the motion of the
cameras.

Hanek et al. [1999] add measurements obtained from cylinders to more classic points
and lines measurements. They propose a probabilistic method to merge this information
into a Maximum likelihood framework to obtain a camera pose with respect to a CAD
model. In [Vacchetti et al., 2004b], full pose are estimated using a CAD model based on
edges and features points. Edges are integrated using a multiple hypothesis scheme into a
bundle adjustment based on harris corners. No gauge freedom is presented has the Harris
corners are linked to the CAD model. Similarly [Comport et al., 2003] integrates distance
to 3D lines and Ellipses to a visual servoing framework.

Hybrid methods have been extensively studied improve intensity based tracking [Baker
and Matthews, 2004, Bartoli, 2006, Benhimane, 2007] where a homography is estimated
between every frame. [Masson et al., 2003] replace non continuous information from
the template (e.g. edges) that could make the tracking fail [Benhimane et al., 2007] by
distance to closest edge. This “new template” is fed to a hyperplane tracker. Pressigout
and Marchand [2005, 2007, 2008] add to a regular first order intensity based tracker,
where error are estimated in difference of pixel intensities, distance between edges. These
distances are measured in the direction of the gradient d la [Klein and Drummond, 2003,
Vacchetti et al., 2004b]. They performed their minimization using a re-weighted least
squares. Masson et al. [2003] use a similar idea but limit intensity differences to points
from the template that correspond Harris corners.

Switching methods [Clark and Green, 2005] were also concidered in order to merge
heterogeneous data. These methods minimize a cost function based on one information
and then switch to another one. This process would then iterate until convergence. For
example in deformable registration [Johnson and Christensen, 2002] propose to switch
between a landmark based “rigid” registration and intensities based “deformable” regis-
tration until convergence. [Fakih and Zelek, 2008] also show that using more information
improve the estimation process. They merge an optical flow method (dense) with essen-
tial matrix estimation approach (sparse). This method computes computes optical flows
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given a set of motion computed from 5 point RANSAC [Fischler and Bolles, 1981]. These
optical flows are then fed back to a robust estimator in a classic Expectation Maximization
(EM) framework.

All these methods demonstrate the usefulness of additional information for model fit-
ting in general. Unfortunately they also show some limits. Particularly they do not tackle
the hard problem of structure from motion via bundle adjustment, which is considered
to be the Gold Standard for relative pose estimation. Furthermore, they either work on
specific motion (e.g. homographies) or the intensity information do not constrain the es-
timation of the structure. In order to improve the Gold Standard, we add constraints to
the optimization. We enforce that the estimated 3D structure is photo-consistent across
input images.

In spirit, it is similar to [Shi and Tomasi, 1994] where they attach a patch to each of
their features and estimate an affine deformation between frame for each patches. This
idea was build on to create a patch based structure for motion [Chang, 2002]. Instead
of minimizing a cost function based on the geometry during the bundle adjustment they
minimize solely intensity differences using homographic model. Their model is based
on an additive update that linearizes the group of homographies. Therefore they only
estimate an approximation of the motions. On the other hand we introduce a correct
compositional framework that combines geometric and intensity information to create a
robust and precise method to solve the general problem of bundle adjustment.

8.3 Gold Standard for Relative Pose Estimation

In this section, we re-introduce the non-linear cost function used for the estimation of
the bundle adjustment. This is the gold standard for the refinement of the relative pose
[Hartley and Zisserman, 2003]. This is only a remainder, for a more detail introduction
to multi-view geometry the reader is referred to Chapter 3. For simplicity of notations
we only consider scene captured by two calibrated cameras but the method extends to
more views in a straight forward manner [Acero, 2009]. In order to get the equation as
readable as possible covariance information are also not included. It should be noted that
the proposed method goes beyond handling bad measurement by trying to correct them.
First we recall the general bundle adjustment cost function defined in Equation 3.69:

2
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which we rewrite for the two cameras case as follow:

S (1w (ToME) — |+ [Kaw (TaM¥) — i)

k=1

1
g ({Tla TQ} 3 {Mk}> = 5

(8.1)
Unfortunately this equation has some gauge freedom. First, T; cannot be constrained
using only correspondences a set of 2D correspondences <rY1’f,ff1’f> between an image

source Z; and an image target Z,. Therefore we fix T; = | and we rewrite Equation 8.1
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as follow:

G (T M) = 237 ([Kaw (M) — b+ [Jow (TMY) — ) . (52)

k=1

N | —

with

T.— {ORT H . (8.3)

o~ —~k
Starting from an estimate of the relative motion T and of the 3D structure {M }

we use a least square optimizer to minimize Equation 8.2. Methods to obtain an initial
motion and structure estimate can be found in Section 3.9. The Gold Standard algorithm
is often summarized as:

(TR} = argming oy 237 ([Kivw (M) — [ + [ (TA) — )

(8.4)
The non-linear optimizers iteratively updates the motion parameters and the recon-
structed 3D points by computing increments that reduce the distance between projection
of the 3D points and their corresponding image points. In most case the updates are
computed from Gauss-Newton or Levenberg-Marquardt (c.f. Section 3.3).

Unfortunately, this error minimization only ensures geometric validity of the structure
consistency of the points even when using covariance information. It is important to note
that in this framework the result of the feature points detection is never corrected based
on photometric information.

8.4 Proposed Hybrid Method for Non-linear Pose
Estimation

Due to some factors that generally provide inaccurate feature points localization (such
as motion blur or noise in the images and detection bias), the standard way that we
described above lacks precision. This is due to the fact that the feature point positions
are only corrected during the non-linear minimization via the optimization of the 3D point
positions. This adjustment is only based on geometric constraints related exclusively on
2D coordinates. Therefore, a large amount of information is set aside since no photometric
information is used once the matching has been established.

To make use of all available information throughout the pose estimation process, we
propose to alter the cost function used in the non-linear minimization (Eq. 8.2) such that
photometric information is also taken into account. Next we describe how to incorporate
this function in the final pose refinement step. Figure 8.2 gives an overview of our method.

129



Combining Photometric and Geometric Information for Pose Estimation

]

]

Feat. Points !

Ii 1 —> . !
mage Extraction Y N

Robust Coord. of Linear Nomn-linear Pose
. _I_) Matching Corvesp. points Estimation Estimation Estimate
Image 5 Feat. Points - yx
& Extraction

Photometric Information and Geometric information in a unified framework

Figure 8.2: Our Hybrid Approach uses the photometric information not only for the
matching but also for the non-linear estimation where photometric and geometric cues
are combined.

8.4.1 Combining Geometric Distances with Intensity Differ-
ences

In order to incorporate photometric information, we consider the fact that the neighbor-
hood of the 2D points m¥ and m5 should be photometrically consistent. To enforce this
consistency, we optimize the pose parameters and the 3D points coordinates such that,
both the cost function defined in equation (8.2) and the sum-of-squared differences of the
intensities of the projected neighboring points are minimized.

Combining intensities with other of type measurements offer challenges as they do
not have the same scale and influence. Here, some issues should be carefully taken into
account:

1. How can we define the neighborhood of the 2D points in the both images to sample
intensities?

2. At which stage should the photometric term be used?
3. How should the geometric and the photometric terms be weighted with respect to
one another?

8.4.1.1 Intensity Sampling

Concerning the first issue, we define the neighborhood of the feature points in the two
images using samples on the tangent plane of the reconstructed 3D points since any
surface can be locally approximated as planar, as shown in Figure (8.3). We show later
that even a fronto-parallel approximation of the tangent planes is enough to obtain better
result than the gold standard. As a consequence the neighborhood of 2D feature points
is adapted when the pose and the 3D point locations are refined during the non-linear
minimization. We denote by Y* a point in the neighborhood N e of a 3D point MF
The set N is in the tangent plane 7 4 to MP* defined as:

T MF =1, (8.5)
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8.4 Proposed Hybrid Method for Non-linear Pose Estimation

Figure 8.3: Intensity Sampling Strategy: the Neighbors JA?M (in blue) defined in 3D

—~k
around triangulated point M (in green), they are projected in the image to create Patch®
and Patch as shown in left and right pictures.

with 7 ¢ | = [nkT dk] its normal.

Now that we can sample intensities for a given 3D point MP”, we define a sum of
squares differences between pixel intensities as follow:

P(T, M) = 3 (T (Kiw (VM) = T, (Kow (TYM)))" (8.6)

ykl ENM’C

8.4.1.2 Selective Activation of Intensity based Cost Function

In general, the minimization of such a cost function is based on a first-order Taylor
expansion of the cost function (such as in Gauss-Newton or Levenberg-Marquardt) and
converges in a small basin of convergence. This is because the convexity assumption
(needed by such minimizers in order to succeed) is very local for Equation 8.6.

The convexity cannot be guaranteed if the image patches obtained by projecting the

current estimates of the 3D neighborhood JA)M in the two images do not project on to
overlapping physical area. In this case the optimizer will most probably diverge as the
gradient’s direction is meaningless. Therefore the initialization has to be precise.
Unfortunately, when using a pose resulting from a linear estimation and to perform
triangulation from the image points (ffl'f, ﬁl’g), the distances between measured points
and their reprojected 3D points can be large (depending on the inaccuracy of the point
extraction and the initial pose). The table 8.1, which was obtained using simulated data,
confirms this argument. In presence of a bad initialization, the projection of the neighbors
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#Points/Noise  0.01 0.1 1.0 2.0

8 0.3619 3.9054 96.3384 179.4612
10 0.2066 1.9684 17.0605  24.6839
25 0.1002 1.0511 10.4050  18.5587
20 0.0660 0.6916  6.0568  14.0087

Table 8.1: Gross Triangulation Error from a linear relative pose: Evolution of
the mean residual error with respect to the ground truth (in pixels) over 200 runs after
applying the 8-points algorithm and the optimal triangulation, with respect to the number
of points and the Gaussian noise.

in each image might give two patches that will not overlap the same area of the observed
scene.

Consequently, we activated the intensity cost function based on a geometric distance
and based on a similarity measure between the patches in order to ensure that the pro-
jected patches are close enough. Let us denote by Patch® = {Il (Klw (ykl))} and by
Patchf = {Ig (KQW (Tykl)) }, the ordered sets of intensities obtained by projecting the
3D point MF* in both images. The similarity measure used is the Normalized Cross
Correlation (NCC).

—~k
The image information related to the current estimates of M are considered when
p* =1 and are not considered when p* = 0 where:

o o ] B Kw (MY)) <7 & d (@, Kow (TMY)) < 7
NCC (Patchf, Patchf) > 7

0 otherwise
(8.7)

8.4.1.3 Adaptive Weighting Factor for Mixing Heterogeneous Data

Finally, for the last issue, since the geometric and photometric data are heteroge-
neous, we mix them in an unified cost function. If we would simply stack them to-
gether, we would have massive scale differences. In fact, intensity differences could
vary between [—255,255] (when the pixel intensity is coded in 8 bits) while geomet-
ric distances are expressed in pixels. In order to obtain a more uniform observa-
tion, we scale the geometric distance by the inverse of the variance of the vector

-
(Kiw (Mk) — rﬁ’f)T (ng (?Mk> - ﬁlé)T} . We do the same for the photometric

distance with the vector [(L (KW <§kl>> — 15 <K’w (fl\'j/\kl>>)T]T These scales are

computed at initialization. This compensate for the difference of scale and gross outlier
data.This idea was also develloped in photogrammetry and is called “variance component
analisys” [Forstner, 1979]. It is usually used as a a-posteriori measure to evaluate outlier
data. In our case we use it as global a-priori measure on the data quality. This scaling
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is slightly “smoother” than the one proposed in [Pressigout and Marchand, 2007] where
they scale each their measurements by the maximum absolute value. The scaling factors
ay for the geometric term and oy, for the photometric term are then included in the unified
cost function.

8.4.2 Unified Cost Function

We take into account the issues explained above and we modify the original minimization
defined in equation (8.4) to create a new hybrid minimization for bundle adjustment:

{'T', {/\/Zk}} = argminT{Mk} oG (T, {Mk}) +a,P (T, {Mk:}) _ (8.8)

In addition to the traditional geometric error term of the gold standard, a photometric
error term is added:

PLAMD =S 3 (@ (Kiw (9) - T (ow (V) (89)

k yklENMk

In the next section, we provide implementation details.

8.4.3 Implementation Details

The neighborhoods are defined as a regular grid around each 3D point M oriented ac-
cording to the given normal n. Each of the neighborhoods has a specific size defined by
an edge length s. s is constrained upon an upper bound b of the edge length of a patch in
the image. The length s and the bound b are iteratively estimated using Algorithm 8.1.
The number of elements in the neighborhood can be adjusted depending on the desired
sampling.

Algorithm 8.1: Compute the wanted edge length s of a 3D neighborhood, given a
3D points M, its normal n, a pose T and the maximum desired size of the patch d
in the image in pixels
Require: M n, T,d
s+ 1; maxporder < d
repeat
s« s d/MmaXporder
Create a neighborhood of size s in 3D of M and n
Create Patchy, Patchy by projecting the neighborhood in both images
Compute sizet°™°" the distance between each corners of Patchy
Compute sizegomer the distance between each corners of Patchs
MATporder < Max (sizel{m"de’” gm“de’”)
until |mazporder — d| > €

,8tze

Since the area of the neighborhood is not updated during the minimization, the varia-
tion of scale within the 3D structure must be limited in order to insure that a patch does
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not become too small or too large within the image (aperture problem). This could hap-
pen if the structure’s scale shrinks which would lead to an increase in the patch’s relative
size in the image. In order to prevent such behaviors, we force the norm of the estimated
translation t to be always equal to 1. During the optimization T and the 3D points MF
are modified with the increments AT and AMF given by a Gauss-Newton algorithm as
follow:

S AFF
. /\k ﬁk+Aﬁk
vi, ME = TR (8.10)
P oL 1

[

This update does not modify the value of geometric constraint (Eq. 8.2) because it is
independent of the scale.

One important thing to note, when implementing such a method, is that the sparsity
one can find in bundle adjustment is still present. The block structure of the Jacobian (see
Figure 3.10) stays unchanged. A new set of blocks is added corresponding to the jacobian
Jp. The storage requirement of the jacobian (for 2 cameras) switch from 4n * (12 + 3n)
to (4n + a®n) * (12 + 3n) with a the resolution of the 3D neighborhoods.

8.5 Experiments and Results

The implementation of our method was performed using Matlab. The optimizer is a classic
Gauss-Newton, which stops after 50 iterations or when the norm of the update step is
less than 107Y. For initialization we used the normalized 8-point to get the pose and we
obtain the 3D points using the optimal triangulation [Hartley and Sturm, 1997]. For all
the experiments, we used a maximum patch edge length of 35 pixels and a neighborhood
resolution (a) of 35 x 35. For the threshold introduced in Equation 8.7 we used 7 = 15,
such a threshold will not make our method dependent on the bad behavior of the Gold
Standard since we can easily assume that it brings the points m¥ in such a range and
79 = 0.3, which is a very loose barrier to guarantee that the two patches are close enough
to each other. We first discuss the experiments on synthetic data and then present results
using real image pairs.

8.5.1 Synthetic Experiments

In order to generate the synthetic images we used a 3D pyramid with the top node cut out
to create a flat area, the object used is pictured in Figure 8.3. All the faces were textured
using real images. Harris corners were selected in the first image and transferred to the
second image using the correct transformation T. This creates true correspondences of
properly textured points. For our experiments we then perturbed these 2D localization
by a zero mean Gaussian noise of variance o. For each of the experiments, we tested our
method using the exact normals and also using a fronto-parallel (FT) assumption (i.e.
n = 10,0, 1]T). We compare our result to the one obtained with the Gold Standard.
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Figure 8.4: Convergence rate with varying number of correspondences: It shows

results of the experiments with increasing number of points and a Gaussian noise of 0.5.

It demonstrate a clear benefit for low number of matches even with a fronto-parallel
assumption (FP).

We consider that an approach has converged when the resulting pose T reprojects the
exact 3D Points M in a range inferior to o (the variance of the Gaussian noise) of correct
image points m5. For example with a gaussian noise of 0.5, if the residual is inferior to
0.5, it has converged. When numerical precision based on measurement obtained with
our Hybrid Method (respectively Hybrid Method with FP assumption) is compared to
the Gold Standard, it is solely calculated when both methods converged. This gives an
idea on precision repeatability.

The first experiment measures the impact of the number of available correspondences
on our hybrid method compared to the gold standard. We perform bundle adjustments for
625 different poses, using a Gaussian perturbed 2D measurements (o = 0.5). Figure 8.4
sustains that the additional information represented by the difference of intensity avails a
better convergence rate, especially with a low number of points. Figure 8.5 demonstrates
that our approach performs better and improves the precision with or without known
normals.

We then test the behavior of our algorithm against increasing noise in localization
of extracted features. For each level of noise, we use 625 different poses and 50 points
correspondences. The result are summarized for the convergence rate in Figure 8.6 and
for the precision in Figure 8.7. When the noise level is small our approach has the same
convergence rate and precision as the Gold Standard . When the noise increases the
Gold Standard convergence rate degrades faster than with our method (with and without
known normals).

The next batch of experiments targeted the stability with respect to the distance to
the scene. We used 50 points, a Gaussian noise of 0.5, and 625 poses for each depths. The
result in Figure 8.8 shows again that our method performs better than the Gold Standard
even with the fronto-parallel assumption. The precision obtained with our method follows
the behavior shown previous experiments.

Finally, experiments with presence of blur and noise in the image were conducted. It
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Figure 8.5: Impact of Number of Measurements: we compare the Gold Standard
against our Hybrid Method, in presence of a Gaussian noise (0.5) with increasing numbers
of point pairs. The plots display the obtained mean registration error after convergence.
The Bars represent proportion percentage by which a method out performs the other.
It shows precision improvements and repeatable performances with or without a fronto-

parallel assumption.
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Figure 8.6: Convergence rate with respect to increasing noise. We show the results
of an experiment using 50 points and varying Gaussian noise add to the 2D localization.
It shows that the additional intensity information enables our approach to be more robust

to bad measurements.
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Figure 8.7: Impact of Noisy of Measurements: we compare the Gold Standard against
our hybrid method with 50 points in presence of an increasing Gaussian perturbation of
the 2D point locations. The plots display the obtained mean registration error after
convergence. The Bars represent proportion percentage by which a method out performs
the other. It shows precision improvements and repeatable performances with or without
a fronto-parallel assumption.
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image.
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has shown that the convergence rate of our approach was only affected when there were
massive perturbations in the image intensities. The accuracy was naturally degraded by
the noise and blur. It should be noted that in the fronto-parallel approximation’s case
the performances were less affected than in the case where normal were known. This can
be explained by the fact that the influence of the approximations of the normal is larger
than noisy or blurry measure within the image.

8.5.2 Real Scenes Experiments

We tested our approach to obtain augmented images for VID. In order to recover the 3D
pose of the image, we used an image manually registered to the 3D model. Using SIFT
and a robust estimator we obtained a set of correct correspondences as shown in Figure
8.9. Then we applied our algorithm to these correspondences. We used the fronto-parallel
assumption during the non-linear estimation. Once the rotation, and the translation are
recovered the length of baseline is recovered manually. This shows one of the possible
application of our algorithm. It should be pointed out that the extractor of the original
SIFT (difference of Gaussian) might not give the best features for our algorithm since it
does not guarantee that the extracted point is locally well textured. One way to maybe
improve the resulting pose would be to use the response of the difference of Gaussian in
scale space instead of the bare intensity.

Conclusion

In this chapter, we showed that merging geometric and photometric information in a
unified cost function at the final non-linear minimization for the relative pose estimation
process constraints better the results. As shown through the experiments on synthetic
data, the proposed method is valuable for anyone using the classical Gold Standard al-
gorithm for relative pose estimation since by simply modifying the cost function based
on re-projection error by the one we propose, the results will be more robust. Unfortu-
nately the additional computational burden might limit its use for real-time application
but the extra precision could prove to be valuable. For the general application of this
method we would need to integrate the normal estimation as in [Murray and Little, 2005,
Furukawa and Ponce, 2007]. Additionally a minimal parametrization of the relative pose
[Skarbek and Tomaszewski, 2009], which fixes the gauge, should improve the behavior of
the optimizer.

This method supposes that the intensity measurements were not correlated with the
point locations, which is generally not true and this should be investigated in the future.
Nevertheless, the assumption leads to better pose estimates that only using the geometric
information. This assumption was used because the geometry-based cost function helps
constraining the intensity-based one that tends to diverge if not well initialized.

Additional studies (not shown in this thesis) have demonstrate that this method was
particularly valuable when calibrating cameras [Acero, 2009]. Camera calibration using
a known pattern offers the perfect setup for this hybrid approach because the structure
of the pattern is known. This gives access to perfect normals and the known colors of
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Figure 8.9: Hybrid Methods Applied to Images form an Industrial Compound:
the left hand graphics represents the corresponding pair of points corrected using our
method, the upper snapshot is the original keyframe; the right hand images display the
resulting augmentation displayed in VID.
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the pattern allows to directly calculate differences between image intensities and expected
pattern colors (white or black) and not between each pair of images.

In the next chapter, we present another way to employ a hybrid approach when con-
straints between intensity is the only available source of measurement. This allows one
to compute accurately a full pose from a single keyframe.
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CHAPTER
NINE

FULL POSE FROM A SINGLE KEYFRAME

Photo-based Augmentation is a growing field in particular for Industrial Augmented Re-
ality (IAR) applications. Registration is at the core of every photo-based AR software.
When a single keyframe is used, the unknown length of the baseline between the two
cameras has to be estimated in order to superimpose virtual models onto the image. In
this Chapter, we present an automatic algorithm to augment the relative pose, estimated
using a single keyframe, into a full pose that will permit superimposition. We estimate
the length of the baseline by propagating known 2D-3D correspondences to the target
image using perspectively corrected template matching and followed by a refinement of
the estimated full pose that combines geometric and photometric information. We show
that the hybrid method introduced in Chapter 8 can be applied for aligning image to
CAD model, for example with images registered using the interactive registration method
presented based on Anchor-plates in Chapter 6.

9.1 Difference between a Relative and a Full Pose

For Notations and a more general introduction to 3D computer vision the reader is referred
to Chapter 3.

We designated a keyframe as an image registered to a 3D coordinate system (e.g. the
CAD coordinate system). We suppose, without lose of generality, that the transformation
T, between the scene and the keyframe is the identity. We want to estimate the pose of
second camera using the available keyframe. For simplicity, we write the transformation
to the second camera as T.

When estimating a relative pose between the keyframe and the second camera, we
can only determine the relative translation up to an unknown scale factor. Therefore, we
suppose that t is a unit vector for which we have to find the correct scaling. We define
the full pose parametrized by the scale s as:

R st ] (9.1)

= o
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Full Pose from a Single Keyframe

The bundle adjustment cost function, defined in Equation 3.69, has a gauge freedom.
A method that minimizes such this cost function cannot estimate the true scale of the
observed structure because this cost is invariant to changes in scales:

Vs #0. G(Rst {sMT}) = G(T(), {sM}) 92)
) [Kiw (<)
2 e \ T HKQW ([RSMk + St) _ ITISHQ (9.3)
) [Kow (M) = it
T 25\ K (M) ) .
. [Kow (M) — i
- 9T, (M) (9.6)
= G (Rt,{M"})

-
Note that we take some liberty with the notation such that smM* = [sl\/I’CT 1} .

In this chapter we focus on the estimation of the unknown translation length/scale s
which is necessary to augment the target image.

A common method to recover the scale s is to manually define a correspondence
between a known 3D point and an image point or using a known 3D distance in object
space. These two methods will be briefly described in the next two subsections.

9.1.1 Scale from a 3D point

Using a given correspondence between a point co in the target image and a 3D point C
defined in the coordinate system of the first camera, which satisfies:

T (5)C < RC + st ox py with py = Ky ¢y, (9.8)
the translation scale can be deduced as follows:

it |[po), t] £0 = s— (P2 t) [pal, RO (9.9)
H[p2]><tH

9.1.2 Scale from a 3D distance

The determination of the scale can also be performed using a known 3D distance. The
norm of a 3D reconstructed (using the unit translation) segment visible in both image
is estimated and then the ratio between the obtained norm and the known 3D distance
gives the scale s. Since RM + t o< py we can deduce:

[P2], (2Rp1 + st) = 0 = 2 [p2], Rp1 = —s[p2] t, (9.10)

142



9.2 Prior Art in Translation Scale Estimation

with M = [zy2]" and p; = w (M).
We define a := [ps], Rm and b := [py], t, we can express the depth of a 3D point with
respect to the length of the baseline s, as:

a'b
3
|all

Let M! and M? be the triangulated 3D points using the pairs of observations (mj}, m})
and (m?, m3) using R and t. Since s > 0 this leads to:

zZ = —S

(9.11)

a/b a, p?
[t = M2)| = [|z1p] — z2pt]| = s | o pt - 2, (9.12)
s | 2z
Knowing the distance ||M! — M?|| one can find the scale s of the translation by:
M — M|
s = (9.13)
albi 1 a;pi
arPPL ™ a2

Both of these approaches are neither automatic nor make use of information linked to
the original keyframe established during its registration. In the next section, we review
other solutions existing in the literature to estimate a full pose using keyframes.

9.2 Prior Art in Translation Scale Estimation

The problem of determining the scale of a translation for a relative pose was studied
intensively in the field of ego-motion estimation and visual odometry for fully calibrated
multi-camera system. For this scenario, they assume known the full pose of each camera
available in their system. The standard method [Nister et al., 2004] is based on 3D points
tracks that are used directly to fix the scale of the relative pose. This is similar to the
idea of extending the relative pose using one 3D point ( Section 9.1.1). This requires
consistent point tracks across the views of a stereo rig and over time. Therefore the
stereo rig has to have some overlap. This assumption was lifted by Kim et al. [2007] for
a general multi-camera system. They first compute the relative rotation of the multi-
cameras system by averaging the different relative rotation. Then, the scale estimation
problem is expressed as a triangulation problem where the location of the first camera
in the multi-camera setup is triangulated from the motion of each single camera. Using
a similar setup Clipp et al. [2008] propose a method that can estimate a 6 degrees of
freedom motion between each acquisitions. They estimate an essential matrix for the left
camera and estimates the scale of the translation using one temporal correspondences
from the right camera. Unfortunately both of these methods suffer from critical motions.
To overcome this problem, Clipp et al. [2009] propose to use a multi-camera system with
a limited overlap. They compute the rotation using two temporal correspondences for
the left image of the stereo rig and one for the right images and the translation from one
“4-views” 3D point.
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The idea to use registered images or keyframes are very popular in Augmented Reality
where 3D models are often available. One of the first system based on keyframes was
limited to 2D similarity between frames and therefore was not suffering from the unknown
scale problem [Stricker, 2001, Stricker and Kettenbach, 2001]. Chia et al. [2002] get around
the scale problem by using two keyframes simultaneously to fix the gauge. Their system
matches points to the previous temporal frame and transfers them to the keyframes.
Therefore, they directly have a full pose instead of just a relative pose that would need
to be extended. Bleser et al. [2005] estimate full pose instead of relative pose by first
obtaining the depth of tracked SIFT point based on a CAD model. Similarly Platonov
et al. [2006] use good features to track [Shi and Tomasi, 1994] and estimate the scale
by triangulating point on the CAD model. Following the same trend, Najafi [2007] use
textured CAD model to render a frame on a spherical surface that are then used as
keyframes. Again they can directly use full pose estimation as they have access to a
complete and correct CAD model of the scene being captured. We presented in [Georgel
et al., 2008] a method that could extend a relative pose using partial CAD information. It
is based on a robust plane segmentation and matching approach and could handle scene
clutter. Unfortunately, it requires some feature points to be detected on planar structure,
which is a hard assumption in an industrial setup.

These methods requires either a multi-cameras system, several keyframes or some
dense CAD model to be usable. Our method leverages these constraints by using only
one keyframe and limited 3D information known in the keyframes. After estimating a
relative pose, we perform a search for the the known 2D-3D correspondences to estimate
a full pose, similar to a template matching.

Method based on template matching are not novel but are often limited or highly ex-
pensive. For example, Kameda et al. [2004] match the current frame to a CAD model using
registered CCTV cameras. They create affine rectified templates of selected landmarks
using registered cameras and the CAD models. They then search for these landmarks
in the current view to be register via a template matching on the complete image. A
match is validated if secondary landmark confirm the hypothesis. Here, no relative pose
is computed between the images, the images are just used to support a 2D-3D registra-
tion. Vacchetti et al. [2003, 2004a] also try to match the current view to a keyframe in a
tracking framework. They solve the wide baseline problem by transforming it to a narrow
baseline problem by using the most recent pose estimate available from their tracking.
The matching is then based on linearized homography (affine transformation) using the
current Jacobian.

The disadvantage of the previous works is that it only uses an approximation of the
warping, which limits their use for wide baseline estimation. The novelty of our approach
lies in the fact that we parametrized the homographic warping used in the template
matching based on the translation scale and the estimated relative pose, which allows for
a candidate pose to self-verify based on image information. Additionally we require only
one 2D-3D correspondence from the keyframe.

Stricker and Navab [1999] also use a previously registered image to estimate the pose
and the change in focal length/zoom of the camera by propagating information from the
keyframe. Unfortunately the estimation was only linear and the correspondences were

144



9.3 Translation Scale Estimation from Perspective Template Matching

given by hand. In comparison, our method refines the estimated non-linear parameters
using both photometric and geometric information from the images in non linear least
square manner using the method developed in Chapter 8.

9.3 Translation Scale Estimation from Perspective
Template Matching

Here we introduce our new method to estimate the length of the baseline using template
matching. We henceforth assume that we have access to a number of correspondences
(c1,C) between the keyframe and the model, referred as the control points. These cor-
respondences of a 2D point ¢; with a 3D point C are usually established during the
registration of the keyframe. Let 15 be the epipolar line in the second image induced by
the point ¢; and the relative pose T(1) in the target image. All points ¢, on 1y correspond
to a unique scale s. Similar to equation (9.9), this bijective relation is deduced using
T (s) C x K;'cy as follows:

(k'] ) [Ki'es], RO

2 )
H [K;1C2} % t

Ves €1, [Ky'eo]  (RC+5st) =0= 5= — (9.14)

this relation is true for all points that satisfy [K; 1c2] .t # 0. This particular case is
discussed in Section 9.4.2.

Furthermore, if we suppose that C is locally planar and that n (||n|| = 1) is a normal
vector to this plane (which can be obtained from a CAD model), each of the points C
induces a set of homographies defined as:

tn'
H(S,ﬂ'c) = R_ST s (915)
between the keyframe and the image to register, with we = [nT, d] " the plane around C
and d being the distance between the point C and camera center of the keyframe:

weC=1. (9.16)

For each of these homographies, we have a one to one mapping between neighbors of
c; and the neighbors of ¢, . Therefore, it is possible to define an intensity based criterion
to match ¢ to the correct co. Our template matching score fe (s) is defined as follows:

fe(s)=SM (Z;,H " (s, 7c) (o)) , (9.17)

with Z; (respectively Z,) being an image patch defined around c; (respectively cq) and SM
being any similarity measure. The template search can be then expressed as an extremum
search on the one dimensional function fe. This search is efficient because Equation 9.14
guarantees a unique s for each points of 1,. So finding the scale s can be summarized as
computing fe for each cy € 15 and looking for the extremum of the function. A schematic

145



Full Pose from a Single Keyframe

Keyframe

Target Image
/ g g

C1 12

Template Warped

Templates

Baseline
—

Direction
\ Scale
Samples

Figure 9.1: Scale from one propagated 2D-3D correspondence: the 3D point C
projects on c; in the keyframe and c; maps to the epipolar line 1 in the target image. The
template matching is performed between the template around c; and warped templates
on ly. The warp is parametrized using the plan ¢ and the scale samples.

of the search is shown in Figure 9.1. This discrete search is then refined by minimizing
a nonlinear cost that combines both geometric and photometric information as expressed
in the following section.

It is important to understand that this template search is different from a dense stereo
depth estimation using parsing windows on rectified view [Scharstein et al., 2002] because
we include change of scales.

9.3.1 Nonlinear Refinement

If the propagated 2D-3D correspondences (cé, c’ ) were added to the geometric cost (Eq.
8.2), it would stay optimal with respect to T(s) because it is optimal for (T(1), {M"})
and the propagated points cg have been selected to verify Kow (T(s)Cj ) = Cg. But the
selected scale s is not optimal with respect to Equation 9.17 because it is discretely sam-
pled over the epipolar lines. Therefore it needs to be refined. Using a similar approach
as previously described in Chapter 8, which combines geometric and photometric infor-
mation we create a hybrid cost function that estimates a full pose. First we define a least
square photometric cost function based on the template matching results by:

Py (M= 3 (Ti(Kiw (3) - T (Kew (TV))*, (9.18)

- I
J GNCJ'
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with Ng; being the 3D neighborhood of C’ defined by the plane ;.
This leads to the following least square minimization problem:

(T.{M}) = arg min G (T, {M*}) + Py (T) (9.19)
We would like to emphasize two important facts. First that such a cost function is
only locally convex around its minimum. Therefore, the non-linear minimization should
be carefully initialized. This is done by finding an initial estimate of the scale using
our template matching. And second that the problem’s formulation does not have any
gauge freedom [Morris et al., 2001] since we are estimating a full pose using real 3D data.
This is one of the main difference to the method defined in the previous Chapter where
we enforce the unit scale in order to obtain a stable minimization. In the next section
implementation details is given and the performance of the approach is evaluated.

9.4 Experimental Results

All the experiments exposed in this section are designed to evaluate the precision and
stability of the presented method for full pose from wide baseline keyframe. First we
describe some detail of implementation (Section 9.4.1), then we discuss the behavior of the
algorithm around the epipole (Section 9.4.2). Finally, we focus on synthetic simulations
(Section 9.4.3) and demonstrate the usability of this method in the context of VID (Section
9.4.4).

9.4.1 Implementation Details

The experiments were all run using Matlab and then later integrated into VID. The
initial parameter (relative rotation R, translation t (of unit norm) and structure MP") are
oriented (i.e. the points are triangulated in front of the camera) and are supposed to be
optimal for Equation 8.2. Since we are oriented we only have to consider positive scale s.
The method is divided into three steps. First, the template matching is performed (i.e.
discrete search). The epipolar line is sampled every 5 pixel. The template size is 32 x 32
pixels. The similarity measure used for Equation 9.17 is the normalized cross correlation
(we search for a maximum) which handles changes in illumination and contrast and the
associated threshold 7 = 0.8. We tested using a sum of squares differences, which lead
to slightly inferior results when used on real images. Test using the SSD gave similar
results. Second, an initial scale is selected. We choose the best scale from the set of
scales estimated from each of the template matchings. This is performed by applying
the score (Equation 9.17) to all 2D-3D correspondences using all the obtained scales and
by choosing the scale that maximized the sum of the score (2D-3D correspondences with
score lower than 7 are discarded). This provides an initial estimate for the refinement
and a set of matched 2D-3D correspondences {c{,Cj}. Finally, the full pose is refined,
and we estimate the full pose based on Equation 9.19. For the nonlinear minimization
we normalize the gray scale intensity information between zero and one to give similar
importance to G and P. It seems that this minimization is better initialized than the
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Figure 9.2: Template Matching Scheme: cyan crosses are Harris corner; blue circles
2D-3D correspondences; pink dot is the 2D-3D correspondences being currently evaluated,
which maps to the pink epipolar line; and white crosses correspond to scale samples. Each
of the samples relates to a warped template and a relative NCC score. The upper graph
represents the evolution of the scale (negative scales in red are not considered) and the
lower graph represents the NCC scores over all samples. Object highlighted in green
correspond to the correct scale.

relative pose estimation from Chapter 8 therefore does not require a normalization by
variance and selective activation. Additionally the fact that there is no gauge freedom
offers more constraint on the optimization. The algorithm is summarized in 9.1 and a
schematic of the process is described in figure 9.2.

9.4.2 Estimation around the Epipole

In this section, we describe the behavior of our method around the epipole. As mentioned
in Section 9.3, the relation (Eq. 9.14) between a point on the epipolar line and the scale
s is valid if and only if [K51C2] .t # 0. This occurs on the epipoles.

First, if C projects on the first epipole e; then 1, is reduced to a point in the second
image e, [Faugeras and Luong, 2001]. This does not allow to fix the scale.

Secondly, if cy is selected to be the second epipole e, then |:K2_1C2:| .t =0. Because :

e = Kyw (T(s5)Oy) (9.20)
— Kow (RO + st) (9.21)
= Kow (st) , (9.22)
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Algorithm 9.1: Propagation of 2D-3D correspondences from a keyframe to a target
image to obtain a full pose.

Input: A relative pose T, the image point correspondences {ffl’f, mk Mk}, 2D-3D
correspondences {C]l, c’ } and a threshold 7
Output: A refined full pose T and structure M, to scale.

1 Fi=K; " [t], RK{Y

2 ftotal = 0;

3 Sbest -— 07

4 foreach C’ do

5 fmaw = 0;

6 fcurrent = Oa

7 foreach ¢} € Z, UFc] do

8 Compute s from Eq. 9.14 ;

9 if (s > 0)&(finaz > fei (s)) then
10 fmax = f (5)7

11 Smaz = S;

12 end if

13 end foreach

14 if f.4. > 7 then % correct scale found
15 foreach C' do

16 if for (Smax) > 7 then % check if C' is matched by Spuae
17 fcurrent+ = fcl (Smax) )

18 end if

19 end foreach

20 if fcu'rrent > ftotal then

21 Sbest = Smax;

22 ftotal = fcurrent ;

23 end if

24 end if

25 end foreach

26 if sp.; > 0 then % Bring to scale

27 t = Spest X T ;

28 ME = g0 x MF:

—~ k

29 Estimate <?, {M }) by minimizing Eq. 9.19 using {Cj} ;

30 return true;

31 else

32 return false; % no candidate for full pose;
33 end if
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which leads to

Kyles] t = [Ky'Kow (st)] t (9.23)
= [st] t (9.24)
= 0. (9.25)

The phenomenon behind this singularity can be visualized in Figure 9.3. When c,
gets closer to the second epipole ey the scale of the translation grows exponentially. It
projects the camera towards infinity. A similar problem can be found in the optimal
2 view triangulation from Hartley and Sturm [1997] as pointed out by Kanatani et al.
[2008].

So the 3D point C used for the estimation of the scale cannot be on the line between
the two cameras center @y and O,. This can easily be checked by verifying that C; does
not project on the epipole e;. And if C does not project on e; then it cannot project on
the second epipole e,.

Nevertheless, if the second epipole is in the image domain it will need to be care-
fully dealt during the implementation of this approach as it create a discontinuity in the
function which define s as shown in Figure 9.3(d). In our implementation, we remove ey
from the candidate of cs and we verify that the transition of scale over the epipolar 1 is
smooth. This is done to avoid that a shift of 1 or 2 pixel on the epipolar line multiply the
scale hundred time. This would not be a realistic displacement of the cameras because
it would mean that a slight registration offset would result in a massive change of the
camera location.

9.4.3 Synthetic Simulations

In the following section we describe the experiments performed to study our method. The
experiments are based on a synthetic model, which is formed of 3 textured planes. The
motion between the images is perfectly known and is used as ground truth data. Harris
corners [Harris and Stephens, 1988] are detected in the keyframe and then are propagated
to the target image using the true motion. At most 154 Harris corners are used during the
experiments. For visibility reasons this number might be smaller. On each plane of the
synthetic model eight 2D-3D correspondences are marked, each of these correspondences
is linked to a normal vector. The number of 2D-3D correspondences used, is at most 24
(if not specified otherwise) depending on their visibility. Examples of generated views
are visible in figure 9.2. The changes in depth of the viewpoints is designed to be almost
constant across all experiments (if not specified otherwise) in order to have comparable
re-projection errors between the different experiments.

The error of an estimation is measured using the true (i.e. noiseless) 3D control points

{fk} and the estimated full pose T. We project the 3D points with the estimated full pose

and measure the distances to the 2D points obtained from the ground truth. The mean
of this distance is our error measurement, this is often called the mean target residual
error (RE). As in Chapter 8, whether the algorithm converged is decided based on the
resulting RE. We declare that the method converged if its RE is bellow the noise level
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Figure 9.3: Epipole Singularity: When the scale increases the projection cy of the
control point C converges toward the epipole e;. At the limit, we have have singularity
were the candidate pose is at infinity. Positive Scale are marked in blue. The pink
dot represent the best candidates and pink circles are found matches. Cyan stars are
unmatched control points. Black crosses correspond to the epipoles.
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Figure 9.4: Stability to Keyframe Registration Error: This experiment was per-
formed with increasing noise in the 2D points localization used to register the keyframe.
The red line represents the mean target registration error (RE) after the template search,
the green the RE after the nonlinear refinement, the blue the convergence rate and vertical
bars standard deviations.

plus precision limit: 0.05 pixel (this value is explained in Section 9.4.3.1). All the mean
RE plots are based RE that converged. Six experiments were conducted, which are now
explained in detail.

9.4.3.1 Synthetic Experiment with Error in the Keyframe Registration

In order to verify the stability of the method towards misregistration of the keyframe,
we simulate slightly wrong alignment between the 3D points and the 2D points. This is
performed by adding Gaussian noise to the 2D points before computing the pose of the
keyframe. This induces a small error in the alignment between the model and the image,
which includes an error in the orientation of the normal. We ran these experiments with
seven different levels of noise on hundred images. The results are summarized in figure
9.4.

The algorithm always converged to good solution with respect to the input noise. The
refinement step always improves the result of the template matching. Furthermore, the
resulting RE is small. These experiments also reveals the numerical limitation of the use
of intensitiy information.A target registration error bellow 0.05 is rarely achieved. We
speculate that this originates from the discrete method used to create the images and the
loss of information after warping.

9.4.3.2 Synthetic Experiment with Error in the Relative Pose

In a second experiment, we test the stability of the method against an error in the relative
pose estimate, because it is more than likely that feature points used to obtain the relative
pose are localized with some error (c.f. Chapter 7). In order to simulate this error, a
Gaussian noise is added to the Harris corner (2D points) in both keyframe and target.
These perturbation has a direct impact on the quality of the initial relative pose, even
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Figure 9.5: Stability to Relative Pose Error: This experiment was performed with
increasing noise in the 2D points localization used for the relative pose estimation. The
red line represents the mean target registration error (RE) after the template search, the
green the RE after the nonlinear refinement, the blue the convergence rate and vertical
bars standard deviations.

with the use of the Gold Standard algorithm (c.f. Chapter 8). We ran these experiments
with seven different noise levels on hundred images. The obtained convergence rates and
RE of the approach are summarized in figure 9.5.

The method rarely diverges (up to 4%). We assume that the algorithm only does not
converge when the error in the relative pose is so large that the epipolar lines induced
by the image points (of the 2D-3D correspondences) miss their true corresponding points
by far. Again we see that the refinement step drastically improves the result obtained by
the template matching. Furthermore, in comparison to the previous experiment 9.4.3.1
the RE obtained with the template matching grows at a faster pace than the one using
additional refinement. This can be explained by the fact that we use additional informa-
tion (photometric) during the nonlinear optimization which corrects also the relative pose
estimated from the noisy measurements.

9.4.3.3 Stability with respect to Number of 2D-3D Correspondences

For this experiment we want to study the impact of the number of 2D-3D correspondences
on our method. We randomly select a subset of the 2D-3D correspondences. The threshold
for the convergence was set to 1 pixel error because the lower bound threshold (0.05) was
selected using 24 2D-3D correspondences. Such a precision however cannot be expected
when only using less control points. We used again hundred poses. The results of this
experiment are presented in Figure 9.6.

The first comment, that can be drawn from this experiment, is that the number of 2D-
3D correspondences has a direct impact on to the convergence rate. We suppose that the
randomly selected 2D-3D correspondences are not always well visible (e.g. perspectively
too distorted to be recognized in the target image). Such perspective distortions rarely
happen with real images because the relative pose is often not computable in this case. For
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Figure 9.6: Stability to the number of available 2D-3D Correspondences: This
experiment was performed with varying number of available 2D-3D correspondences in
the Keyframe. The red line represents the mean target registration error (RE) after the
template search, the green the RE after the nonlinear refinement, the blue the convergence
rate and vertical bars standard deviations.

example SIFT is effective up to 30° of perspective distortion [Wu et al., 2008]. Secondly
the precision of the method is satisfactory even when only one correspondence is available.

9.4.3.4 Stability to Scale Change

We then wanted to verify that our method was stable to scale changes between the two
images. We sampled poses with five different zoom factors. Again, we use a threshold of
1 pixel error. The result are presented in Figure 9.7.

The variation of the RE magnitude is the consequence of the varying scale. When the
object is closer to the camera the RE increase (automatically) even if the underlying error
in pose is the same. This is because the distance are magnified by the zoom factor. Often
the focal length is increased to compensate for this phenomena; we decide to not apply
this idea in order to let the experiment describe the underlying problem. This experiment
shows that the proposed method is stable even when the scale factor varies drastically.

9.4.3.5 Noise and Image Blur

In order to verify the performance of the approach in actual usage, one needs to know
its stability with respect to noise image and blur. When images are acquired using a
camera, noise is always present because of sensor limitation, and blur can occur when the
camera is handled by a human and not fix on a tripod. To evaluate the characteristics
of our scale estimation method towards this perturbation we perform two experiments.
First, we add an independent Gaussian noise on both the intensity of the keyframe and
the target image. Second we blur the keyframe and the target. The blur is performed
using an increasing kernel size. Both experiments are performed on hundred images. The
convergence threshold for both experiments id 0.5 pixel. The results for the noise is visible
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Figure 9.7: Stability towards Change in Scene Scale: The scene were rendered at
different scale from strong zoom-out on the left to strong zoom-in. The red line represents
the mean target registration error (RE) after the template search, the green the RE
after the nonlinear refinement, the blue the convergence rate and vertical bars standard
deviations.

in Figure 9.8(a) and for the blur in Figure 9.8(b).

The noise experiments demonstrate again than the refinement step is crucial to obtain a
precise full pose. Furthermore, we can see that the standard deviation of the resulting
error is small, which proves that we always reach a stable optimum even with massive
disturbances in the images. This is because we simultaneously minimize the photometric
and geometric cost over all the observations. The method does a good job of handling
the loss of information due to the blurring effect. The obtained RE after the refinement,
at maximum, doubles from the non-blurred image (smaller that 0.2 pixel).

9.4.4 Application to Automatic Pose Estimation from a Single
Keyframe for Industrial Augmented Reality

We implemented the presented method within our Industrial Augmented Reality Software
(Part II). The keyframes are registered using anchor-plates (Chapter 6). The corners of
these anchor-plates and their corresponding image points are used as 2D-3D correspon-
dences. The relative pose is estimated using SIFT points, RANSAC for the 8-point
algorithm and the Gold Standard algorithm in order to obtain a relative pose. In order
to register an image the user has to select a keyframe; it should have enough overlap to
obtain a relative pose. The method is successfully used on power plant’s images over the
past years. It offers to the end user a fast and automatic method to register additional
images. Some results are visible in Figure 9.9, 9.10, 9.11 and 9.12. This various conditions
show the good behavior for our application. The method is mainly limited by the essential
matrix estimation method, which heavily relies on SIFT matching. It has shown to be
sufficient for our scenario. Unfortunately, images acquired under different atmospheric
condition (e.g. with flash and without) rarely match. This would be definitely a direction
of research for an even broader applicability.

155



Full Pose from a Single Keyframe

1
0.3 T T T T
--------------------------- 100 i 100
0.9f ~ -
920
190 4
0.25- ] o0sl : JH
= 180 = + | 180
gz a
[ . L o7+ LN &
5 0.2 70 & <] 'I 170 &
& @ w 0.6 Y, 9 %
s 160 & -E’ ’ 60 %
2 L ® T 05 ’ ] 2
£ o1 50 & E K s §
=) - =4 & o4l . 4 o
| A e S & a0 2 < - ‘ 140 2
g otr 1.. 8 S oaf ! 1, S
] 130 g b 130
[ [ -
02 -
0.05 IO | N e 20
________
pamee- 'BErEr e .|-- 1 01f Lo=m o
-
00811 o i e = e I .| i
ot 1 i i o oLk [ ! i o
0 1 5 10 25 0 3 5 7 15
Image Noise (o) Image Blur (kernel size Px)

(a) (b)

Figure 9.8: Stability to Intensity Perturbation: These experiments was performed
with increasing image noise (a) and image blur (b). The red line represents the mean target
registration error (RE) after the template search, the green the RE after the nonlinear
refinement, the blue the convergence rate and vertical bars standard deviations.

Experiments demonstrate that the proposed method is stable during zooming, and is
robust to noise as well as blur. The obtained results are satisfactory to be used as the
standard method in VID to align images once some keyframe are available. The main
reason for such accurate performances is the use of a well initialized hybrid nonlinear
refinement that handles different types of data and therefore can deal with the noise
existing in real measurements.

Conclusion

In this chapter, we presented an automatic method to extend a relative pose to a full
pose. The relative pose is sufficient for many Computer Vision applications. However,
in Augmented Reality the full pose is needed to correctly superimpose the virtual object
onto the real view of the world. In such applications, relative pose is of limited use.

The method introduces a homographic warp that is parametrized by the translation
length. It uses a hybrid 6 degrees of freedom pose estimation, which has no gauge free-
dom. This extends the method presented in Chapter 8. The hybrid pose estimation
minimizes intensity differences and the re-projection error at the same time . We have
demonstrated through extensive synthetic experiments the robustness and precision of the
proposed method and shown its applicability in the context of our industrial photo-based
augmented reality application. Not requiring multiple pre-registered images or multi-
ple 2D-3D correspondences greatly broaden the application of keyframe for Photo-based
Augmented Reality.

Though the method was used for calibrated cameras, the template matching can be
extended using projection matrix when calibration is unknown. Additionally one could
use the non-linear method in bundle adjustement when surveyed point are available.
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Figure 9.9: Full Pose from Wide Baseline Keyframe from Powerplant Images
(1): (top) The matching and propagation results: propagated 2D-3D correspondences
in pink (left the keyframe, right the target), unmatched 3D points in yellow; matched

features in green; (bottom) The resulting augmentation. 157
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Figure 9.10: Full Pose from Wide Baseline Keyframe from Powerplant Images
(2): (top) The matching and propagation results: propagated 2D-3D correspondences

in pink (left the keyframe, right the target), unmatched 3D points in yellow; matched
features in green; (bottom) The resulting augmentation.
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Figure 9.11: Full Pose from Wide Baseline Keyframe from Powerplant Images
(3): (top) The matching and propagation results: propagated 2D-3D correspondences
in pink (left the keyframe, right the target), unmatched 3D points in yellow; matched
features in green; (bottom) The resulting augmentation.
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Figure 9.12: Full Pose from Wide Baseline Keyframe from Powerplant Images
(4): (top) The matching and propagation results: propagated 2D-3D correspondences
in pink (left the keyframe, right the target), unmatched 3D points in yellow; matched
features in green; (bottom) The resulting augmentation.
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CHAPTER
TEN

OPENING

“Le mieuz est ’ennemi du bien.” - Voltaire

In this chapter, we summarize the contributions presented in this thesis. We also
draw guidelines for working on industrial research in academia. Finally we discuss current
limitations and promising research directions for Augmented Reality and 3D Computer
Vision.

10.1 Summary

In this thesis, we developed a complete system for an actual industrial problem: discrep-
ancy check. We proposed to estimate these discrepancies using AR visualizations. By
superimposing a CAD model on an image, a civil engineer could evaluate whether or not
a component was built as planned. We introduced new methods to interact with such
computer generated scenes. We allowed the user to zoom and pan in an AR view as if he
was interacting with a regular image. We also introduced a new method to access near
views using directional query. For example, the user could request a view that captures
the object being inspected from the left and the software would search in its database
and display the corresponding image based on its pose relative to current view.

Our system includes two new approaches to support the user in his task when aligning
images to the CAD model. The first method is based on industrial components that are
present in most industrial compounds: anchor-plates. The second uses images that are
already registered to the model (i.e. keyframes) and automatically aligns new images to
the CAD model. The usefulness of our system is currently being tested to monitor the
construction of a large power-plant. The question of whether or not our solution will be
adopted is still unclear. It will take time to answer this question but I believe that it offers
a decent solution for an existing problem. The easy deployment and the quick verification
capability are two strong arguments for using our solution to determine the correctness of
a built object. If the construction is found to be incorrect, the plant engineer can decide
if an as-built model is critical, and generate one for this specific location; for example
using laser scanners.
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In this thesis, we did not only focus on the usability of our system, but we also
introduced solutions for 3D computer vision problems. We presented a new method
to estimate the error localization of image multi-scale local features. We demonstrated
usefulness of this information previously questioned for corner-like features [Kanazawa and
Kanatani, 2003]. We also introduced a new method for the structure from motion problem
based on a non-linear cost function that combines the usual geometry-based re-projection
error with intensity differences from the images. This cost function compensates for
errors made during the local feature localization by looking back at the pixel information.
We showed that this method consistently leads to better registration results than the
current gold standard that only uses a re-projection error. Finally we developed a new
algorithm for the automatic estimation of the length of the baseline based on the available
epipolar geometry between the cameras and a sparse set of 2D /3D correspondences. All
the presented methods are practical and can be applied in standard vision systems. For
example, the keyframe based pose estimation system was integrated in our discrepancy
check system.

10.2 Academic Goals versus Industrial Require-
ments: Lessons Learned

I understood overtime that the idea found along the way of industrial sponsored research
have to be evaluated right away. It does not only need to be a new method compared
to the state of the art. The implementation and testing should be realizable in a short
time period. I found that a good limit was around 3 months for a project that would be
yearly reviewed. A longer period might delay the project and would certainly impact the
relationship between the partners as they might not appreciate the complication that the
implementation of a new idea could generate. Most importantly the new method should
have an impact for the end users. It should simplify or render his work more effective.
That could include the introduction of a new workflow. If the new idea fits these criteria,
one has to find a scenario where there is a clear benefit compared to the current method
for the partners. The proposal submitted to the partners should concentrate on the fact
that the company should gain or save money by using your method. If the idea does not
fulfill the requirements, it does not mean that it should be discarded but it will have little
chance to be sponsored via an industrial project.

An important principle to remember when developing a new solution is to always start
by developing a naive procedure even if it has to be manual. This usually gives useful
information on what are the critical problems to tackle. First by testing the approach, one
can see its limitations and then find solutions to the real underlying problems. Developing
directly a complex solution should be avoided as it might hide unexpected problems that
one can only discover when testing a complete solution. Sometimes a simple missing
feature might discourage a user and might completely put a project in jeopardy. For
example an object detection algorithm will certainly not work all the time. If no back-
up solution is available to the user, some of the data will not be usable by the user. A
simple user interface to manually select the object will give him the possibility to use all
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the available data. This type of semi-automatic or user supported methods rarely raise
interests for the research community but they are of interest for a user. It is important
for a user to know that even if the approach does not always work, he will still be able to
achieve his task.

Nowadays, AR is in a hype period [Mark Billinghurst, 2007, Lens-Fitzgerald, 2010].
One should be careful to increase the expectations slowly, as we still cannot guarantee
the experience depicted in Holywood movies. If the expectation would raise too fast, AR
might follow the path of Virtual Reality and never become a mass market technology.
In order to prove the usefulness of AR to solve existing or new problems, it needs to be
better than current solutions. It should also be scalable because if it cannot be applied to
the real size of the problem then it will stay a “niche” technology. And one should not try
to solve every problem with AR, it is an unfortunate trend that is not always effective.
During this thesis, we never intended to create a perfect solution but something simple
that works and would be beneficial for the end-user.

10.3 Roads to be Paved

Our work like most AR systems is far from being mature, as Klinker et al. [2004] said “AR
is still in its infancy”. This thesis is one step forward and there are many others steps to
be taken in order for it to become a reality. Not only should one perform additional user
studies to ensure that the proposed interactions maximize the efficiency of the worker
for the task at hand. New visualization should be developed to support him in his task.
For example, the quality of the registration should be available in a meaningful way to
the user. Currently, little information is available to the user to inform him whether the
augmentation he is observing is correct. A general sense of correctness can be guessed
by a trained operator, for example by comparing the rotation of the model with respect
to the one of the image, but no finer grain information is available. A re-projection error
even when coupled with covariance measures is complex to interpret even for experts and
makes no sense for novices. We could propagate the estimated registration uncertainty
to the 3D space and project it back to the image. This could give an estimate of the
alignment error for each pixel for example via a color mapping. This should provide a
better understanding to the user on whether the part of the augmentation used to evaluate
a discrepancy could be trusted.

In this thesis, we focused on interactive techniques to support an engineer to detect
discrepancy but the ultimate goal is to offer an automatic method to evaluate them.
A finer process could be imagined to improve the classification between correctness and
discrepancy, as discrepancies are not completely random. Discrepancies can be classified in
four categories: shifts, when the component has the same shape but its position has some
offset; deformations, for example pipe section are longer than planned; mismatches, when
the component is not of the correct type and therefore has a different shape; and mistakes,
when the component is just missing. Using a set of aligned images, we could develop a
method that would label CAD components using these different types of discrepancies.
For shifts, different poses could be used as labels. This type of approach would not only
give information about the discrepancy but it would offer correction to apply to the 3D
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model.

Another interesting path to explore would be to use all the available photographs
together to refine the registration. This would involve a bundle adjustment. We imple-
mented the first steps of such an approach but the resulting quality never was acceptable:
the obtained registrations were not always convincing and the variability of the results
was too large. The major problem is the heterogeneous observations mixed in the non
linear optimization. State of the art systems often use only one type of features points
(e.g. SIFT) and the results are rarely investigated for registration error but more in terms
of aesthetics. In our system, we have to use 3D points from the CAD model (anchor-
plates corners) and 2D points (anchor-plates corners and images features). We discussed,
in Chapter 7, how to properly use multi-scale type features in a bundle adjustment. Un-
fortunately mixing different cost functions and uncertainty requires a proper weighting,
which is not trivial as shown in Chapter 8. This should be studied in a near future. It
would also be interesting to integrate to the cost function propagated control points in
the bundle adjustment as presented in Chapter 9. Furthermore an optimizer based on
such a non linear cost function needs to be properly initialized. This is still an active area
of research, which would need to be addressed to use bundle adjustment in our scenario.
The problem of creating an efficient bundle adjustment that would run at an interactive
rate to allow user interaction needs also to be researched. The use of GPU computational
power might be an interesting direction to investigate to accelerate this iterative process.

In this thesis we focused our attention on calibrated cameras and it would be interest-
ing to extend some of the approaches to uncalibrated cameras as it would allow the user
to acquire image in-focus using an auto-focus and at a selected scale using a analogue
zoom. We showed, in Chapter 9, that using intensity and geometric measures together
could be easily applied to different pose estimation problems. Early work [Acero, 2009]
has demonstrated that camera calibration could benefit greatly from such a system and
therefore should be further investigated.

In Chapter 7, we discussed the impact of multi-scale feature detection algorithm on
the localization precision. It would also be interesting to propagate the uncertainty of
the detection to the descriptor. Surprisingly little work has been performed to study
the statistics of descriptors [Ke and Sukthankar, 2004, Nister and Stewenius, 2006]. The
propagation of the error to the descriptor might also help to compress the descriptor by
keeping only valuable information, which would not require any offline training.

By using our solution for discrepancy check, a new reality CAD model is created that
can be used for new applications. It contains registered images, as well as information
about the quality of the CAD models. This can be directly used to create AR supported
maintenance. The images registered could be used as keyframes in a feature-based track-
ing system. By equipping a maintenance worker with a mobile PC, he could have access
to real-time augmentation at no additional engineering cost on the model. This real-time
augmentation could be used to find a malfunctioning system or support the communica-
tion with a remote expert that tries to perform an offsite diagnosis. Early results from
Kaiser [2010] have shown that such an application offers challenges. One needs not only
to have real-time tracking algorithms but it also requires a fast re-localization procedure
when the tracking is lost. Using our reality model would finally make available to the
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industry a scalable solution for tracking that would not require scene engineering (instal-
lation of markers or external tracking system). The environment engineering would be
seamless as the reality model would be prepared while the civil engineers are performing
their discrepancy check tasks.
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APPENDIX
A

INDUSTRIAL AUGMENTED REALITY

For the AR community, the industry was always one of the steering forces for research.
Boieng is the company that defined AR and pushed it forward [Mizell, 1994]. Since then
many researchers, projects and companies followed this path. They all tried to apply
the concept of aligning virtual information with the real context for the user’s benefit
[Azuma, 1997, Azuma et al., 2001]. AR applications are everywhere: medical, military,
manufacturing, design, advertisement, etc. But only few of the developed ideas made it
into products. The entertainment industry is using AR techniques for televised sport (e.g.
the 10 yard line in US football) [Azuma et al., 2001] and for theme parks [Stapleton et al.,
2003]. The printed media are toying around with AR [Magazines, 2009]. In the medical
field the only concept, which finally is in a tryout phase, is the Camera Augmented C-
Arm (CAMC). This device augments the physician view with X-ray vision [Navab et al.,
2009]. In the car industry, the intelligent welding gun is the only concept that was fully
put into a product and is being used [Echtler et al., 2003], see Section A.2.1 for a detailed
description.

Augmented Reality can be applied in many different scenarios within the same field.
Robotic was one of the early field of applications for AR. It was first used as a better
user interface for robot telepresence. In the ARGOS (AR through Graphic Overlays on
Stereovideo) project, augmentations are delivered in a stereoscopic display to support
the operator in guiding a robotic arm. The manipulator has access to virtual measuring
tool: a pointer and tape measure to help him define the robot path by increasing his
awareness of depth. Ultimately they expect that it should decrease the manipulator
learning period [Zhai and Milgram, 1991, Drascic et al., 1993, Milgram et al., 1993]. AR
for robot manipulation was used as a predictive display, where the result of a command
is simulated in the current context and can be evaluated before being executed [Kim,
1993, 1996]. AR was used to create an enhanced task representation for planing remote
mining drill. This is based on AR visualization and haptic feedback. By reconstructing
the scene, they can perform for remote planing of the drill sequence [Gu et al., 2002].
AR is also used in more advanced scenarii where the robot has to interact with complex
virtual objects that have advanced behaviors (e.g. other robots) [Kim et al., 2008].

AR was not only deployed as a new user interface but also to change workflows [Bischoff
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and Kazi, 2004, Bischoff and Kurth, 2006]. KUKA' for human-robot interactions pre-
sented a set of possible applications of AR. They do not only want to simplify the manip-
ulation via a better interface. They propose to simplify the programming and training by
helping the manipulator to better understand the coordinate system and the usage of a
space-mouse. They also want to support the facilities upgrade using virtual model in situ
of the new robots, to check whether they fit and can operate. This includes preparing
the introduction of new prototypes in the existing workflow by performing test in a MR
world. This allows the manufacturer to prepare the robot programing ahead of time using
CAD model of the object. Finally, they propose to use AR for supporting a maintenance
task by displaying instructions and highlights on the object being inspected.

These different prototypes show the broad applicability of Augmented Reality for the
industry. In this chapter, we focus on AR applications that support a product during its
life-cycle : design (c.f. Section A.1), manufacturing (c.f. Section A.2), commissioning (c.f.
Section A.3), maintenance (c.f. Section A.4) and decommissionning (c.f. Section A.5).

A.1 Product Design

First we discuss the early use of single image augmentation for architectural design. This
is mainly performed to evaluate the visual impact of a new construction (Section A.1.1).
Then we present advanced AR and MR systems that allow live interaction between users
and advanced simulation (Section A.1.2).

A.1.1 Photo-Montage

Uno and Matsuka [1979] are the first, from our knowledge, to present a CAD software
that can use real photographs called A-IDAS (advanced integrated designer’s activity sup-
ports). Digitalized photographs can be displayed as background images. Their software
includes a set of routine to distort the image perspectively. The obtained image could
then be used for image composition that is "superimposing of one image onto another".

In photo-montage, most of the work was based on manual interactions. Images are
scanned and their textures is used to obtain realistic views [Feibush et al., 1980]. This can
be seen as a pure VR compositing where everything is a virtual object rendered by the
computer [Porter and Duff, 1984]. Photo-montage is useful in architectural simulation.
By combining CAD models and background photograph, it can give a perspective of
the visual impact of a new construction [Nakamae et al., 1986]. A typical result of a
photo-montage system is visible in Figure A.1.

Kaneda et al. [1989] extend static 2D montage by allowing some images navigation
by generating near view images. This is achieved by using a 3D model of the real world
generated from cartographic images, which is textured using aerial images.

All these systems are all based on a manual alignment, which limits their applicability.
This problem is first tackled by integrating an automatic method to align image with their
relative 3D Model [Chevrier et al., 1995, Berger et al., 1996, 1999]. This alignment is used

http://www.kuka.com/
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(a) Original Photograph (b) Photo-montage

Figure A.1: Photo-montage for an Architecture Project: Early work in graphic
rendering was used to illustrate the visual impact of architectural project by rendering
a virtual model onto the image. Courtesy of Fihachiro Nakamae, Koichi Harada, Takao
Ishizaki and Tomoyuki Nishita [Nakamae et al., 1986] (awaiting agreement).

to evaluate different illumination projects fir architectural landmark (e.g. bridges). This
allows to visualize architectural projects in their existing urban environment and to show
the impact of different projects to the decision makers directly on-site.

Klinker et al. [1998] also study architectural impact by introducing diminished reality,
where they allow users to remove an object that is to be replaced. The use case is also
the insertion of a bridge.

A.1.2 AR Supported Collaborative Design

A lot of research has done in AR for collaborative design where several persons would
interact with the virtual and the real scene to achieve the best possible design. We first
discuss architectural applications and then some product oriented applications.

A.1.2.1 Collaborative Architectural Design

Collaborative architectural design is a classic application for Augmented Reality that
the European Union funded extensively through different projects such as VANGUARD
[Mohr et al., 1998], ARTHUR?, IPCity?, CICC* etc.

AR supported interior design application was first studied by the ECRC [Ahlers et al.,
1995, Koller et al., 1997b, Schumann et al., 1998, Klinker et al., 1997]. A customer is
supported using an AR system to design and evaluate new interior arrangements. The
customer is in contact with an interior architect that helps him decides for new furnitures.
They both can manipulated the furniture in the mixed world. The customer can contact

2http://www.vr.ucl.ac.uk/projects/arthur/
Shttp://www.ipcity.eu/
“http://www.vers.co.uk/cicc.htm
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friends or colleagues to request opinions. This allows him to create a design that can be
validated in context and that he is confident with. The software client has the appearance
of an regular CAD software with a Mixed view and it can be used to order new furniture
directly.

The MIT developed a table top augmentation system: URP (Urban Planning and
Design) [Underkoffler and Ishii, 1999, Ben-Joseph et al., 2001]. They let the users arrange
the building layout. It employs tangible wire-frame model to represent real mock-ups of
the different components. This was later extended in the Luminous Table [Ishii et al.,
2002], which integrates 2D drawings, 3D physical models and digtal simulations. They
use this unique platform to simplify the mind merging process. They propose complex
simulation to evaluate their design based on sun exposure, cast shadows, wind pattern
and traffic congestion. For example, they use their system to maximize the amount of
sun each building gets at the same times and still enforce a sense of harmony in the
geometric arrangement. To interact, the user can create mixed views using a handheld
tracked camera to share his “point of view” with his collaborators. The round table
setting encourages social interactions and forms a creative space.

In the ARTHUR project (Augmented Round Table for Architecture and Urban Plan-
ning), the use of projection based display is replaced by personal displays [Broll et al.,
2003, 2004, Ohlenburg et al., 2004, Aish et al., 2004] Each user is equipped with a HMD,
which allows to examine the site by walking around. They use their system in different
architectural scenarii: evaluate the positioning of a high-rise within a city, evaluate exit
routes layout using crowd simulation software, etc. They emphasize on the need to be
tightly integrated with the real CAD system to allow constant design discussion and up-
date. If a modification is proposed it can be directly implemented and visualize. This
direct feedback mechanism offers better collaborations. Also using HMDs, Kato et al.
[2003] use AR as a tangible interface for city planning where everyone can modify the
virtual world being models. The designers can layout (building, trees, etc) to quickly
evaluate the visual impact of the different setups.

All these methods are designed for off-site collaborations. They restrict their use to
labs or in meeting rooms. This limitation was tackled by Moloney [2008] who propose to
visualize the environmental impact of the project in the early stage of the design. They
want to realize how the atmospheric condition impact the aesthetic effect. For this, they
use strollAR a mobile platform that they bring on-site to evaluate their design. They
handle realistic lighting for the virtual model to offer convincing augmentation. This has
shown to be a good evaluation tool before meeting the stakeholder. Similarly Sareika
and Schmalstieg [2007] and Maquil et al. [2009] try to improve the communication among
stakeholders by going on site. They develop the concept of an MR tent as a location for
on-site communication, which incorporates all necessary tools and interactions to help
stakeholders deciding on an urban renovation project. They allow the modification of
images captured from the scene by sketching. They want to create a collaborative space
where everyone can interact properly even though they do not share the same educational
background. All this happens on the site (e.g. renovation site), which forces everyone
to be on the same level as it disrupts normal behaviors that would happens in a regular
meeting. This tends to help communication and the emergence of new concepts.
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A.1.2.2 AR for Product Design

AR is not only used for architectural design but also to ease the development of other
products such as cars and planes. For example for the car industry, Tamura et al. [2001]
and Ohshima et al. [2003] propose to evaluate the design while sitting in a car. The user
is in presence of a car skeleton (seat, steering wheeling, on-board commands). There are
physically present in this MR world. It improves the immersion and their understanding
of the virtual world by enhancing their sense of distance. The user can switch between
option and version to evaluate the best fit. Similarly, Klinker et al. [2002] augment a
car mock-up with different light optics to evaluate in-situ the visual results. This offers
the possibility to navigate around an augmented mock-up. They emphasize on the need
to integrate AR into the designing process. As a goal they hope to reduce the need (or
at least the numbers) of expensive clay mock-ups. [Regenbrecht et al., 2002] also try to
bring realism into car design by integrating augmentations to physical mock-ups during
meetings. Nolle and Klinker [2006] develop a system to verify that manufactured object
matched the CAD data, which can be useful during the design period of a product, where
multiple designs exist and it is sometimes hard to keep track which manufactured piece
correspond to which 3D model.

AR is not only use for ecstatic evaluation. Regenbrecht and Specht [2000] use hand held
devices to evaluate the functionality of a design. They interpret air low data around a pas-
senger car seat resulting of a particular design via visualizing augmentation. Regenbrecht
et al. [2005] support a customer when selecting option for an airplane cabin. Using an
AR capable trolley, they display simulation data on a real size airplane mock-up. They
also propose to improve functionality, ergonomy and safety of the cockpit design. The
designer gets to place virtual instruments and commands in a real size cockpit to develop
a more efficient layout. Using a similar concept, Balcisoy et al. [2000] test prototypes not
only by looking at the 3D model but also its behavior. The user can interact with the
prototype in a mixed world to evaluate its practicality. Nolle [2002] propose to validate
crash tests simulation using AR by comparing them with real experiments. The ultimate
goal is to replace some of the real crash tests by simulation to cope with the shorter life
cycles of cars.

Furthermore AR can be used to optimize a design. For example, Dunston et al. [2002]
display pipe layout using AR to optimize their arrangements. The use of a tangible
interface allows the user to better understand the complexity of the model. Webel et al.
[2007] pushes this concept further by integrating it tightly in the design process. The
design of submarines piping system is complex, as a lot of pipes have to go through a
restricted space. Therefore the designers are forced to use mock-ups to optimize the pipe
layout for it to take the smallest amount space possible. By using AR, the engineers
can verify that the current mock-up matches the design. The engineers can physically
change the mock-up and integrate to the CAD model this modification using vision based
reconstruction. This tight integration of AR in the design workflow allows to close the
loop between the real and the virtual mock-up to create a more efficient development
process.

Most of the previously mentioned approaches are designed to work in a prepared envi-
ronment. This constraint is lifted by Thomas et al. [1999], Thomas [2008]. They propose
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to use a HMD combined with a wearable computer to visualize design data on-site by
aligning CAD data to the real world. They present tools to modify the design and to
model existing object that are not yet represented in the virtual data.

Once the design of an object has been validated AR can be used to plan its production.
For example, Behzadan and Kamat [2005] develop an AR system for outdoor construction
sites where they emphasize on the animation of 3D models. They want to verify simulation
results on-site before implementing them. VR helps to understand the subtleties of such
plan but does not give any contextual information. Additionally VR has a lot of overhead
in order to model features not presents in the CAD data. They demonstrate their system
to simulate a bridge construction and verify if their plan was realistic in the context of the
real target site. In the next section, we discuss similar ideas to support the manufacturing
process using AR techniques.

A.2 Manufacturing

When the design of a new product is finalized, its production can be launched. Augmented
Reality is not only used to support worker for an assembly task (Section A.2.1) and to
train an operator to produce a new object (Section A.2.2). It is also employed to design
new factory floor to prepare a plant for a new item production (Section A.2.3).

A.2.1 AR for Assembly Guidance

Caudell and Mizell [1992], when developing the first AR application, tries to offer support
for an assembly task using a see through display. Their system was originally proposed
to reduce storage requirements of foam boards. These foam boards are used as real size
map to guide the assembly worker when preparing wire bundle. Each type of wire bundle
requires a different foam board. Using AR they can replace the need for specific foam
boards by augmenting with wire bundle specific information a generic foam board. Their
system does not only removes the need for specific foam board storage space but it helps
the work to perform their task faster [Sims, 1994, Mizell, 1994]. Regenbrecht et al. [2005]
also propose to use AR for montage of highly customizable objects. They specifically look
at fuse boxes assembly for trucks that are based on the options selected by the client. This
makes each truck unique. Therefore they present to the worker model-specific instruction
using AR. This simplifies the workflow of the assembly as the worker is not required
to refer to a generic paper-based instructions manual and can directly follow the model
specific instruction.

AR is also used to support the manufacturing of larger goods such as power-plants.
Webster et al. [1996] uses an AR system to support construction. Using AR they offer
an x-ray view to visualize hidden structures such as pipes installed in between walls that
should not be damaged. A similar solution is proposed by Klinker et al. [1999] to display
the most recent construction plan to the worker, as seen in Figure A.2. For unmanned
construction sites, Fujiwara et al. [2000] propose an AR system that displays virtual
property lines on a video stream. This additional information helps the construction
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Figure A.2: AR in Large Building Construction: AR is often used to display up-
to-date design information and to verify the correctness of the current construction in
comparaison to the planing data. Courtesy of Gudrun Klinker, Didier Stricker and Dirk
Reiners [Klinker et al., 2001b].

worker to properly performs this task. The need for remote operation can be justified
when the construction site is hazardous, in their case an active volcano.

AR can be used as a replacement for paper based assembly instruction manual. The
development overhead for such new manual can be justified because products’ life cycle
is constantly getting reduced. Ever changing product lines constantly force workers to
be more flexible in manufacturing new models. For example, during the CICC project
AR is deployed to support a car door assemblage [Reiners et al., 1998, Klinker et al.,
1999]. This project sparked the interest of the European industry for AR. Molineros
et al. [1998] study the applicability of AR for assembly tasks. They offer step by step
instructions to the worker. By sensing the current state of the assembly, they offer the right
information to the assembly worker. The construction process is modeled as a state graph,
which represents evolution of the object being assembled. They use multiple hypotheses
verification method to determine the evolution of the assembly. By studying this graph,
they can determine when the worker performs a step that will block him to finalize the
construction. Using this technique, they can evaluate a set of instructions to find the
optimal set[Raghavan et al., 1999, Sharma and Molineros, 2001]. For the same task,
Zauner et al. [2003] propose an MR, system, where instructions are displayed to explain
each step of the assembly. They do not use an instruction graph but a more object
oriented approach. For each object, animations are available to describe its assembly.
Each object can be detected by the system and when pieces are combined they form a
new object with its own set of instructions. Barakonyi et al. [2004] present a virtual agent
to guide the user to build an object (e.g. a Lego set). The agent presents required pieces
(e.g. mew blocks) and display an animation on the current built object to explain the
next step. Mobile phones have also been proposed as an interface for AR-based assembly
instruction [Hakkarainen et al., 2008].

AR is also used to support logistic application. This is investigated by the FORLOG?

Shttp://www.bayfor.org/en/portfolio/research-cooperations/world-of-culture/forlog.
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project. When assembling complex systems, such as cars, specific pieces need to be
available on the production lines. These items are picked up in a warehouse by a worker
that follows a item picking list often paper based. In order to reduce errors that can
have a certain impact such as delays on the production lines, Schwerdtfeger and Klinker
[2008] propose a new guidance system for order picking using augmentation displayed in
a HMD. The augmentation points the user to a target location where an item need to be
picked up. This offers advantages in terms of lowering mistakes and automatic reporting
as the system is linked to the IT infrastructure.

AR can not only be used to support unskilled workers but it can also considered for
highly trained operators who use complex machinery. For example, Olwal et al. [2005]
support a lathe® operator. Their system displays sensor readings in-situ such as cutting
forces, RPMs, temperatures, etc. This allows the workers to stay focus on the piece being
manufactured and access readings that require constant monitoring.

Following a similar trend of supporting skilled workers, many AR welding projects
have been developed [Tschirner et al., 2002, Aiteanu et al., 2003]. Many manual welding
procedures have been replaced by programmable robots, for example in the car industry.
Unfortunately, for some complex and not repeated tasks, manual operators cannot be
replaced, for example on shipyard where specific procedures require highly trained opera-
tors. By using AR, researchers want to improve welding seam quality, decrease rejection
rate and therefore reduced cost. The usual setup integrates in a welding shield a HMD
and a pair of High Dynamic Range (HDR) cameras [Tschirner et al., 2002]. The direct
view through the darkened lens is replaced by a view captured by the cameras. Instruc-
tions and sensors information are displayed on this video view. It can inform the worker
about electrical welding parameters (e.g. current and voltage). This constant monitoring
of the worker actions offers the possibility to create on-line a documentation relative to
the manufacturing process. This documentation can give hints about mistakes that could
have happened and how to avoid them in the future. Both these projects stayed at the
prototypical level.

On the other hand Echtler et al. [2003] with their Intelligent Welding Gun introduce
a new product and a related workflow for the industry benefit. The target is to help
welders shoot studs with high precision for experimental car (i.e. prototype) where robot
cannot be programmed for, as it would require too much time. These prototypes are
mainly hand built. A regular welding gun is tracked using external sensing devices and is
augmented with a display that provides guidance for the worker to find designated studs
location. In their application they are trying to find the best stud’s placements. The
produced prototype can be evaluated and a stud position can be validated or modified as
a result when a proper arrangement is found. This new workflow replaces an cumbersome
procedure that require one worker to manipulate a probe sensor to find a stud location
that he reads from an instruction sheet, while a second worker marks the position and
then studs. Clearly an AR setup is more effective as it only requires one operator. They
have demonstrate that using their setup they can be four times faster while sustaining the
same precision. This AR project is one of the only publicly known ones, which is currently

html
A spinning tool that can perform various tasks such as carving, drilling, sanding, etc.
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A.2 Manufacturing

Figure A.3: The Intelligent Welding Gun is the first AR based product to be used
in the manufacturing industry. The welder has access to navigation information on a

screen attached to his welding gun to localize the next stud location. Courtesy of Kudrun
Klinker.

deployed and used by a company (BMW). A picture of the final product is visible in Figure
A.3. For the same application, Schwerdtfeger et al. [2008] recently propose to replace the
gun mounted display by a laser projected that would reduced the gun size and make it
handier.

This various projects and area of application demonstrate the high applicability of
AR. Tt also shows the difficulty to go from the lab to a product.

A.2.2 AR based Training

Here we present applications of AR that try to improve workers training to manufacture
new items.

For example, AR is not only used to support welders but also to train new welders,
which is a complex procedure to learn [Kobayashi et al., 2001]. Welders need to be
properly train as the strength of a welded product depends on the operators’ skills. This
project proposes an AR simulator in a safe and efficient environment because welders
learning is a complex process that can be harmful. Additionally, the number of good
teachers is limited. Their system uses a similar display setup as [Tschirner et al., 2002,
Aiteanu et al., 2003] and offers additional haptic and sound feedback.

Schwald and Laval [2003] propose to support training for a complex assembly task.
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They hope to save on training time by using AR. The user obtains visual augmentation
via a HMD and instruction via audio. He can request information via vocal input using
a microphone.

AR is also used to design new type of instructions manual for workers training
[Haringer and Regenbrecht, 2002]. They look at the creation of an AR ready manu-
als for car mechanic support. A basic workflow of the repair is sketched as a set of 2D
slides using powerpoint For each step (i.e. slide) a 3D layout of the instruction is elab-
orated based based on the set of 2D instructions. Then the order and relations between
steps is finalized. Each instructios manual is then tested and modified until it reaches an
acceptable quality.

A.2.3 AR Supported Factory Planning

In the industrial process, a lot of care is given to factory setup, when a new item needs
to be produced. This factory design can happen in new compound or in already existing
production line that needs to be evaluated to verify if they can produce a new item and
to decide if eventually they require revamping. This process is called factory planning.

The first demonstrator for planing activity for plant design is proposed by Rauterberg
et al. [1998]. The designers sit around a table with a virtual orthogonal view of the plant
currently being designed superimposed on real objects. A full perspective view of the
virtual world is accessible on an additional display. The designers can select an object
to change its position or to delete it. They can also manipulate the viewpoint of the
perspective view. This offers a more immersive and collaborative experience than a VR
system.

Gausemeier et al. [2002] propose not only to assemble 3D components using AR but
also to consider some semantic knowledge of the plant (e.g. water and electrical access)
and for each component the minimum and maximum distance required to its adjacent
module. Components that need to be positioned are materialized by markers that the
designers manipulate to create a proper design. The created plant design can be tested
in a production simulation tool to verify its efficiency.

For the positioning of components and system in new factory, Siltanen et al. [2007]
propose to use an iterative process where an plant operator (e.g a mechanics) requests
a plant alteration that he believes is best suited. This request is generated from the
factory floor for the plant designer. Using an augmented view of the current plant and
the proposed design alteration, the operator can evaluate them. This can lead either
to a validation of the proposed design and to its implementation or to further design
modifications in order to obtain an optimal plant design. This method allows the plant
operator to communicate from the place he feels the most confident: the factory floor.
He can directly explain his requests by showing the reality of the factory to the designer
and clearly describe problems he founds on-site.

When new items need to produce in existing plants, the plant need to be verified
to know whether they can handle the new production line and if they need alterations.
Doil et al. [2003] introduces methods to plan the upgrade of a factory not only in a VR
system but in an actual plant. They hope to validate the planning faster, to improve the
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data quality, and to avoid collision between new components and the once setup. This
should minimize re-planning activities. In their first prototype they are only interested in
knowing whether new components fit the current plant. They allow designers to organize
the shop floor, to perform measurement in the mixed view (e.g. to verify security space
requirements) and to test the ergonomics of the new workplace (e.g. check whether
workers are not required un-necessary movement). In a second iteration of this project,
Pentenrieder et al. [2007] propose to reduce errors in factory planing by creating an
up-to-date and complete CAD model of the current plant. They realized that most of
the available CAD data for plants are not correct compared to the current plant state
because it is a extremely complexed task to synchronize the CAD model with the plant.
They focus their work on the accurate alignment of the CAD model with the reality to
offer a precise augmentation to plant designers. After several iteration of their system,
they settle for photo-based augmentation because they found it to be the most accessible
technique for the plant designers. In their system (ROIVIS), they offer precise (verified
and bounded) measurement functionality and collision detection between a plant update
and the current plant state. They offer comprehensive documentation by saving AR
screen-shots of the plant images, that can be later used to inform someone about design
acceptance or rejection.

A.3 AR Supported Commissioning: Validation and
Documentation

After its production and before its use an manufactured item needs to be verified and
documented during a process called commissioning. This quality control is done for small
items (e.g. micro-processors and cell-phones) and for larger systems (e.g. ships and
power-plants).

Klinker et al. [2001b] introduce an AR system for the construction business. During
and after construction using their system one can visualize design modification directly
on the building site and verify its correctness.

For the commissioning of offshore structures, Lee et al. [2010] propose to support
inspection using a mixed reality to guarantee the quality of the delivered product.

Navab et al. [1998, 1999b] propose to create an as-built documentation that could
offer new application to the industry. For example, it could simplify the maintenance
planning and execution, where a precise 3D model is required for the plan to be realistic.
They develop a software platform (Cylicon) to register industrial drawing and perspective
images. A decade ago drawings were the only documents used during the complete plant
life cycle from design to decommissioning. They create a better documentation of the
plant, where images have hyperlinks (inherited from the drawings) to meta-information
(e.g. inventory status and past maintenance logs). They call this new type of document:
the transparent factory. Their solution does not only focus on floor maps but also wiring
schematic and factory layout. Using Cylicon one can create an as-built 3D model based
on the fusion of industrial drawing and perspective images [Navab et al., 1999a, Appel
and Navab, 2002]. Such a solution has great financial advantages with respect to delivery
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payment and quality control.

Schoenfelder and Schmalstieg [2008] develop a system for Augmented Reality Building
Acceptance (ARBA). This task is sometimes known as plant walk-down, where the plant
engineers want to document discrepancy existing between the new built plant and the
planning documentation. For this they use planar a tracked touchscreen mounted on
wheels that can be moved around the factory floor [Schoenfelder et al., 2005]. They
tested their system on a plateform 300x150 meters multistorey factory floor where they
compared the built plant against planning documents. They justify the need of such a
system not only for guaranteeing the usability of the new plant’s documentation, but also
because discrepancies might lower the value of the building in terms of re-usability. A
discrepancy might not affect its current operability but it could have an impact when the
plant is re-factored. Their system can in situ superimpose CAD planning data to an image
of the plant captured from a camera mounted on planar. They expect stack-holders to
accept discrepancy more easily when viewed in-situ as their impact might be evaluated in
context. Discrepancies are detected by changing the transparency of the image, the depth
of image plan. Documentations of the discrepancy are done using a stylus to annotate
the augmentations after the inspection. The documentation data is gathered to assemble
a report. This report can be passed on to the contractors that have to deliver revised
3D data. If necessary they can use planar to change the position of CAD components to
obtain an as-built. This system offers a limited precision due to the use low resolution
camera and can be only applied to some hotspot as it requires a external tracking system
to be installed before end.

A.3.1 AR Ready and Accessible Documentation

In this section, we discuss how existing documents or documentation created with the
help of an AR system can be accessed on-site.

In order to help construction workers, Klinker et al. [1999] present the latest document
to minimize mistakes generated from outdated or inaccurate planning data. This system
informs worker during the erection by augmenting the current construction state with
virtual components that are left to be built. It offers x-ray view to access invisible features
documented in the model.

Dodson et al. [2002] develop a system to help field works to localize sub-terrestrial in-
formation such as pipes (gas and water), contaminated soils, geological structures, power-
cables, communication hubs, etc. This system should help the worker as it is difficult to
apprehend the relation of 2D maps with the real world and a misinterpretation could lead
to extra excavations. Their system uses virtual goggles that aligns digitally stored maps
using GPS and gyroscopes This idea was extended by Schall et al. [2008] to allow field
worker to annotate the digital map. This system is based on an ultra mobile pc.

On-site data access was demonstrated by Reitmayr et al. [2005] to support firefight-
ers and rescue squads in their tasks by augmenting maps with live information such as
CCTYV feeds and real-time wind patterns. A similar system (AR Vino) was developed to
superimpose viticulture GIS data on to vineyards to help viticulturists understanding the
effect of environmental parameters on the quality of grapes.
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(a) Setup (b) Display

Figure A.4: The KARMA Printer Repair Project: an operator wearing a HMD in
which is displayed animation to describe the step to follow to achieve the task of filling the
paper tray. Courtesy of Steven Feiner, Blair MacIntyre, and Doree Seligmann, Columbia
University http: // graphics. cs. columbia. edu/projects/karma/karma. html .

Proper documentation is not only useful for professional, it can also be beneficial for
the customer. For example, Geiger et al. [2001] present an AR agent that explains how to
install a memory card in a digital camera. This new type of documentation presentation
is an interesting feature that a consumer could prefer in comparison to a regular manual
in PDF.

An AR system if well designed can improve workflow. For example, Klinker et al.
[2001a] gather information available in CAD systems and instruction manuals to create
an AR ready document that could be used in many different scenarii. They present a
prototype to support the maintenance of a nuclear power-plant maintenance, driven by
the idea that if the right information is given at the right time then the worker should
be more efficient and therefore the downtime of the power-plant could be shortened or at
least be on schedule.

The work presented in this thesis is directly related to this body of work on AR sup-
ported commissioning. We proposed a global solution to offer verification tool, reporting
capability and accessible documentation to construction workers.

The applications of AR as the ultimate interface for a maintenance task are plethoric
and it is the focus of the next section.

A.4 Inspection and Maintenance

Many system have been develop to support the maintenance of manufactured goods for
example: for radar control devices [Regenbrecht and Specht, 2000], for nuclear power-
plants [Ishii et al., 2004, Shimoda et al., 2005], for airplanes [Mizell, 2000, Majoros and
Neumann, 2001], for streetcars [Regenbrecht et al., 2005], for cars [Platonov et al., 2006],
etc. In this section we describe some of these projects that cover most of the applications
and themes developed over the years.
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Feiner et al. [1993] describe the first maintenance and repair task supported by AR
. The KARMA (Knowledge-based Augmented Reality for Maintenance Assistance) sys-
tem guides graphically the user through the repair of a printer (charge paper, change
cartridge, etc). The system automates the design of augmentations that explain how to
perform a 3D task with a set of methods (related to display) and evaluators (related to
the accomplishment of a task). An action in the world is recognized by KARMA and
interpreted to change the state of the system. For example, a new augmentation is dis-
played corresponding to the next step. Augmentations, displayed with a HMD, help the
worker in localizing and identifying action to be performed using highlights, labels, and
animations as show in Figure A.4.

For mechanics training, Rose et al. [1995] propose to display names and function of the
different part of an engine. They present typical procedures to train workers by displaying
visual augmentations. Using a tracked object, the trainee can query information about
the real objects or using a 2D mouse for the virtual parts [Klinker et al., 1997]. The system
can present a variety of information, such as meta data (e.g. repair logs). They emphasize
on the need for object interaction. For example, an AR system should understand the
modification applied to the scene (e.g. when a piece is removed during the repair).

Reading paper-based documentation to perform a complex maintenance task is a long
and accepted tradition in the industry even if it is not the most productive method.
Neumann and Majoros [1998] propose an IT system that would support a maintenance
worker to test the circuitry of an aircraft by displaying augmentation. This AR system
gives information on the task to perform (testing) and can sense the step of the process
(e.g. a dust cap has been removed, which calls for the next step in the process). It can
also show hidden objects (e.g. give a preview of what is under the dust cap). They test
their system using an aircraft mock-up and demonstrate that AR is particularly attractive
as an information technology.

For the inspection of a water distribution system, [Goose et al., 2003, 2004] develop
SEAR (Speach enabled AR) system. The worker interact with the system using vocal
command. A technician, performing a servicing task, is supported by a PDA that can
sense his location. This location triggers an augmentation of the current view with a
virtual model and avails context aware speech interaction. For example he can "vocally"
ask a valve for its pressure or a tank for its temperature, this triggers a query in the
plant managing software to check on this specific status. The combination of a simple
interaction and a tight integration to the IT structure is clearly beneficial for the worker,
as he has information constantly and immediately available.

Some systems try to integrate measurements reading (e.g. oscilloscopes) to the aug-
mentations. This is to avoid task switching. For example, Sato et al. [1999] present
two prototypes. They develop a desktop-based system that uses a half tainted mirror to
supervise the maintenance of a on a Printed Circuit Board (PCB). The PCB is tracked
in real-time and each steps is validated by the MR system, which is reading the mea-
surement from instruments output. They also develop a backpack MR based system to
support electrical parts inspection in a industrial compound. Similarly Klinker et al.
[2004], in FixIT, uses the current pose of the robot being inspected and the robot sensor
to indicate malfunction. The current state of the robot is overlaid to support the worker
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to find the malfunction.

Regenbrecht et al. [2005] propose maintenance system which uses augmented reality as
the user interface to guide astronaut in changing filter for the international space station
filter. This was only an earth-located demo because of the constraints that are related to
performing a demo in outer-of-space.

AR Maintenance systems can close the gap between the diagnosis software and the
malfunction documentations because while supporting the worker in performing his task
the system can document the procedure. This automatic documentation is a clear benefit
for the worker.

A.4.1 AR Supported Maintenance with Remote Experts

In the previous section, we focused our attention on AR systems that directly support
the users. Another popular approach is to support the user by giving him access to an
expert. In this case, the worker in charge of the maintenance can take care of the repair
by himself, but sometimes he does not find the problem and he would benefit from the
knowledge of an expert. The interaction between the expert and the worker needs to
be effective. The expert needs to understand the problem that the worker is facing and
the worker needs to understand the instructions given by the expert. It is why the audio
communication between them is often augmented with a video feed. The access to a video
is the perfect scenario to demonstrate the benefit of AR. AR for remote expert system is
first sketched for tele-training by Rekimoto and Nagao [1995] as a general purpose system.
It has been implemented for support specific task such as electronic switchboard repair
[Zhong et al., 2003], AC repair [Comport et al., 2003], electronic diagnosis [Ladikos et al.,
2008], etc. We describe in this section the most elaborated remote expert applications
that use Augmented Reality.

To fight the constant increase in complexity of maintenance tasks (preventive, repair,
upgrade) Lipson et al. [1998] propose to use an on-line product maintenance system that
would not require the field worker to be an expert. This would avoid for the expert to
be flown for diagnosing the problem or performing the repair. The expert could support
several complex repairs using his advance knowledge in different remote locations at the
same time. This is clearly beneficial for products, which need constant maintenance
such as aircrafts, medical equipment and production plants. They demonstrate their
ideas to test a hard-disk cabinet. Their system can help to guide the field worker using
augmentation, additionally it reports directly back to the head-quarter for an automatic
log of the maintenance.

SLAM system are very popular for remote expert application. For example, Davison
et al. [2003a,b] use their SLAM system to map the real environment to allow simple
interaction. The expert can indicate an area of interest in a stabilized 3D world, in
comparison with a jittery video stream. Reitmayr et al. [2007] pushed this idea further by
allowing the expert to annotate the 3D world. They demonstrate their system to support
the maintenance of a computer. The local geometry is estimated based on SLAM and the
annotations sketched by the expert are snapped on the geometry. This allow to precisely
describe the task to be performed as shown in Figure A.5.
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Figure A.5: Remote Export Using Augmented Reality. The expert indicates, in
his video view, the part of the computer to be repaired. The annotation is transfered to
the field work and will follow the user motion as it attached to the 3D world. Courtesy
of Gerhard Reitmayr, Ethan Fade and Tom W. Drummond http: //mi. eng. cam. ac.
uk/ ~gr281/ slamannotations. html .

A.5 Redesign and Decommissionning

When a product is reaching the end of life, it needs either to be recycled. This might be
a revamping or decommissioning procedure. This process for large system are planned
in advance not only to minimize the labor cost but also to limit the exposure to haz-
ardous materials, for example when dismantling a nuclear power-plant. In this section,
we describe AR systems that support the end of life cycle of a product.

Siemens Corporate Research is extremely active in trying augmented reality to sup-
port industrial processes. They played a major role in trying to change the workflow
of traditional industry [Zokai et al., 2003]. For example, they look at how Augmented
Reality could help to illustrate a revamping procedure. They allow maintenance planners
to remove objects (e.g. a pipe) from the scene. This was possible because they have
access to images registered to a CAD system. The real pipe would then be replaced by a
virtual new pipe that would be designed using a CAD system. This helps the planners to
know whether this could create a clash with an object not represented in the CAD data.
Figure A.6 demonstrates the possibility offered by such a diminished reality system for
revamping.

Augmented reality is also used to support decommissioning of nuclear power plant.
This task is heavily regulated for obvious security reasons. It needs first to be planned
and the feasibility of the process need to be verified. Then the actual dismantling occurs.
Progress needs to be constantly documented. When the decommissioning is finished
the work achievement is verified and the CAD model is annotated to reflect the current
physical state of the plant. Finally the area, where the dismantling occurred is cleaned.
Ishii et al. [2009] demonstrate the benefit of AR for the dismantling of an ion tower. They
introduce new technologies for safe and efficient decommissionning work of contaminated
zones. Their system support the work by ensuring that the cuts made to the surrounding
pipes are localized where they are supposed to. It also monitors the work and record the
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A.6 Pitfalls to Avoid When Creating a Real TAR Application

(a) Original View (b) Dimished View (c) Augmented View

Figure A.6: Diminished Reality Used to Illustrate a Revamping Procedure. The
task planner can erase a pipe from a picture, using the information from neighboring
views and superimpose the model of the replacement module (in red). Courtesy of Nassir
Navab, Siemens Corporate Research [Zokai et al., 2003].

progress made. Finally it gives the field worker a direct access to the CAD data on site
[Shimoda et al., 2007].

A.6 Pitfalls to Avoid When Creating a Real IAR Ap-
plication

Most of the applications described in this chapter were only prototypes, few of them were
field tested and one has become a product [Echtler et al., 2003]. It was claimed that
the main reason for failure is related to hardware and tracking technology [Weidenhausen
et al., 2003, Klinker et al., 2004]. But, it also failed because most researchers did not look
at the existing industrial processes. The Industry requires a different set of time-lines,
as any new developed system need to be beneficial the company in the near future. The
industry is not always interest in “how clever” a technology is. It mainly wants that the
new system improves their finances [Siltanen et al., 2007]. Overall, AR solution should
be integrated in existing workflow [Navab, 2004] to guarantee an easier acceptance of
the new work procedure, as the industry is often reluctant to completely change work
procedures. The solution needs to be scalable for it to be applicable out of the a lab
[Klinker et al., 2004, Navab, 2004]. This aspect is often overlooked, but it offers a great
challenge, which is one of the reason why AR research is so different than other field.
It is not sufficient for a solution to be cost beneficial, its design needs to involve the
complete company and not only one department. It will be simpler to push a product out
if the complete company sees the benefit and not only one department [Regenbrecht et al.,
2005]. Another reason for failure is that the solution is not integrated into any workflow.
It is to often designed to apply some algorithms or methods and is rarely thought before
hand. Finally a new solution should not be an overkill [Navab, 2004, Regenbrecht et al.,
2005]. Unfortunately, this is often the sin of AR researchers that are too excited about a
technology that they completely forget about the arshe reality of the industrial context.
Regenbrecht summarizes this precept by citing Albert Einstein “Everything should be
made as simple as possible, but not simpler”. This is true for industrial AR projects.
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Ultimately using AR should enfold new applications. For example, as an AR system
has access to all sort of measurements, it could offer after action review that could help
the worker to perform his everyday job better but also allows for testing new workflows
[Quarles et al., 2008]

In the application we developed during this thesis we tried to follow these precepts.
Our system was integrated in the inspection workflow. Currently, the civil engineers that
followed the construction acquired pictures to document the construction progress. By
integrating these pictures with the CAD model not only we offered new possibilities for
discrepancy evaluation, we also made use of what was available to us: pictures and CAD
model. We have also been careful to stay in an environment that the user knows. We
avoided as much as possible for them to learn new process in order to use our systems. For
example, we did not used visual markers that would require a cumbersome installation.
We developed our solution as a CAD model viewer, so they could keep their automatism.
Our system was not limited to only verify that a power-plant is built as planned but in the
future it could offer new applications such as maintenance planning based on the mixture
of CAD data and plant images.
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APPENDIX
B

VID FRAMEWORK

The project, developed around this thesis, followed strict software guidelines and im-
plementation road-maps elaborated yearly in cooperation with Siemens CT and Areva
NP.

In this Chapter, we discuss some of the resulting requirements and implementation
details that, we think, could be useful for someone trying to reproduce some of the aspect
of the VID system. Resulting hardware requirements are discussed in Section B.1. In
Section B.2, we explain how we transfer the design information from a legacy database
to a database that could be employed by our software. Then we discuss implementation
details of VID in Section B.3. Finally, the design of the graphical user interface is discussed
in Section B.4.

B.1 Hardware Requirements

The hardware necessary to use VID is a digital camera and a computer.

The camera used is preferably a high resolution DSLR! camera with a wide-angle
lens. This is to minimize the number of images to acquire because one shot covers more
area and the high resolution capture fine details. For example, it allows for accessing
fine details such as reading component identification number. Because of limited light
condition, it is recommended to employ a tripod to obtain sharp images even when a long
exposure is used. Finally, the focal length should be fixed so the camera can be calibrated
once. The calibration is usually performed before and the zoom and focus ring blocked
using tape to avoid any movement of the ring. We mostly used during our field test a
Canon EOS 400D mounted with wide lens and more recently we used a Canon EOS 50D.

The PC used to run the software does not require any specific hardware. It should
have a dedicated graphic card for the renderer to have an interactive frame rate. Since
the software is multi-threaded, better performances are available on multi-core machines.
The majority of test machines were laptops.

IDSLR: Digital Single-Lens Reflex.
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B.2 Data Storage

Our industrial partners used PDMS [Aveva] for the design of their virtual models. This
powerful tool takes care of storage and versioning. For security reasons, we were not
allowed to directly interact with PDMS. We could only create report (complex SQL re-
quest to the server) that contained all the information necessary for our use. In the next
Section B.2.1, we discuss past approaches to retrieve data from legacy system for use in
Augmented Reality. Then in Section B.2.2, we describe the method employed and the
resulting database diagram. Finally in Section B.2.3, we present extensions made to the
exported model to handle images and to store annotations.

B.2.1 Prior Work on Information Transfer from Legacy
Database for AR

The first research group that pointed out the problem linked with exporting information
from legacy database was the ECRC [Klinker et al., 1998, 2001b]. They emphasize on
the unreliability of CAD and GIS. They also developed the idea of a “Reality Model”
that is different from the heterogeneous data exported from the miscellaneous documents
available. This would be a 3D model that is verified and that contains all the information
necessary for an AR system. In their applications, Klinker et al. create this model by
merging surveyed 3D points, 2D maps and images to create an as-built textured 3D model
usable for the calibration of an AR system. They also point out that a properly created
Reality Model should not loose meta-information linked to the original documents such as
part’s condition, images, video clips or instructions manual because it can facilitate the
creation of new AR application such as AR supported maintenance.

The VTT group in [Siltanen et al., 2007] argues that industrial application of AR
are guaranteed to fail if attention is not paid about existing industrial processes in the
information management. In order to create scalable solutions, AR has to use automatic
means to access available data. They support the plant management through its life-
cycle. The developed plug-in and data access system for AR that directly connects to
one unique central data warehouse. They produce meaningful information by studying
the data related ontology. This way they are able to keep connection between model and
meta-data for different AR supported applications such as installation and maintenance.

Managing models and information for AR is also a focus of the ICG group at TU
Graz for many years [Schmalstieg et al., 2007, Mendez et al., 2008, Schall et al., 2008] .
They point out the problem of handling semantic information that organizes the digital
models. If, during export, the semantic is discarded too early, it diminishes the interaction
possibility in the rendering pipeline, but interpretation of the model from its semantic is
time consuming therefore a delicate balance has to be selected. Their system is flexible.
It, for example, permits filtering actions (e.g. display only pipes). They generate their
model from GIS data of underground structure (telephone line, gas pipe, water, etc) that
they transcode in procedural models, which can be translated on the fly to a renderable
3D model with the desired properties (material, level of detail, etc). The language that
they employ to achieve this task is GenerativeML. The scene itself is represented using a
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Figure B.1: CAD model database diagram: This represent all information exported
from the legacy database used store the design information. See the hierarchy from Project
to room and how the table TRooms and TComponents are central in this diagram.

scene graph for rendering performances. Additionally they linked business and touristic
information to location or model part to create additional meta-data. They can also use
authoring tool to extract the specific information they need and the required rendering
property thus creating a highly flexible transfer pipeline.

B.2.2 Data Collection from PDMS

When developing our model export procedure, we followed the guidelines introduced by
researchers in Industrial Augmented Reality, presented in Section B.2.1.
These are to:

e keep semantic information,
« export only proper/verified 3D information for registration,
e create models that can be rendered at an interactive framerate.

Additionally to these specifications and because of the large amount of data we have to
handle, we need fast access to the information (e.g. Access to a room, load and render
models and images).
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The 3D model stored in PDMS can be accessed through complex report procedure.
First, we export the semantic inherent of the model. For example, a project including
several plants themselves include a set of buildings. These are organized by levels and
these levels are divided by rooms. Keeping this information is extremely important for
scalability purposes because of the amount of data to handle. To put in perspective the
quantity of data we have to handle, in the full-scale scenario, the project includes a total of
50 buildings, 399 levels, 2678 rooms. The 3D model stored in our database is composed of
78,313 components. It would not be realistic that each time that the software is launched
that we load the complete structure of the project, but using the semantic of the model,
we can access progressively the model, thus minimizing the transfer from the database to
the client.

Additionally to the hierarchy of the model, a complex classification exists with the
components between air-conditioning system, supports, pipes, electrical, equipments (e.g.
pumps), Steel structures, Anchor-plates. This helps the classification and accessibility
of different components. Furthermore, because of the standardization of some industrial
components, they can be divided in standard sub-parts; this is particularly true for air
conduct and pipes. Using this structured representation, we could also generate on the
fly the model to regulate the level of detail as in [Mendez et al., 2008]. But modifying the
geometric properties of the model, which might alter the decision making on discrepancy,
is to be avoided at all cost. Therefore each model represents a (or set of) complete
component(s).

Our industrial partners created a complete procedure to export 3D models from PDMS
to VRML, which was optimized to obtain light model. The use of VRML was decided
at the early stage of the project and later on discarded because of performance issues
related to the rendering pipeline. Instead we use Open SceneGraph model (OSG). We
automatically transcode the VRML exported from PDMS to OSG. Each component is
then stored and linked to the database.

The Reality Model used for registration as mentioned earlier is based on anchor-plates.
They are therefore stored as a set of 3D points. Additionally, because their geometric
property can be modified (e.g. after a survey), we do not additionally store a renderable
model but generate them on-the-fly. This does not decrease performances because of their
geometric simplicity: a rectangle.

The diagram of the exported model is visible in Figure B.1. We exported all the nec-
essary information to maximize the usability of our software and we kept the semantic
that binds the original model. An interesting “plus” of our database model is the seman-
tic relation that we retrieved from the legacy model that enforces some consistency. For
example, we do not store duplicates, a unique model is stored per component. Addition-
ally, we can sort meta-information, for example access each pipes that has cold water for
medium and that goes through a given level of the plant. In order to store the information
used in the software we augmented the original diagram with table that stores images,
cameras, etc. This is discussed in the next Section B.2.3.
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Figure B.2: Extension of the CAD Model Database to store information used and
generated by VID such as images, image’s poses, calibration information. The new infor-
mation has been completely integrated in the current data model to facilitate the data
interaction (e.g. link image to 3D model to document discrepancy).
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B.2.3 Database Model Extension for AR Specific Data Storage

The diagram presented in Section B.2.2 is extended to store information used or generated
by VID such as cameras, images, and issues. We discuss here some of the reasons and ways
to store this data to obtain a coherent and practical relational model. These extensions
to the exported database diagram are visible in Figure B.2.

Cameras used in VID have to be calibrated. This is done using a task specific GUI
visible in Figure B.3. We store the focal length in x and y, the principal point’s shift
and the distortion parameters. Optionally information such as the date and who has
performed the calibration can be also saved.

Pictures of the plant are stored in a specific table (TImage). Each picture is linked to a
unique camera and a unique room. This allows accessing pictures room-wise and therefore
accessing only the components that might be visible in that picture. After registration, its
pose is also stored in the database. A time-stamp is also stored to allow a search by date,
which allows the user to separate images, for example by construction stage: foundation
layout, pipe installation, etc. Optionally meta-data, such as annotation or local features
extracted from the image, can be stored within this table.

Bookmarks and Meta-data can be created (automatically or by the users) and stored
for later access. Each user can store a collection of images (TCollection). VID can
also create a link between images and components based on visibility (TImageToCompo-
nentLink).

Issues creation and modification is at the core of VID. They store problems discov-
ered with the model: discrepancies and are organized room-wise. They contain images
collections, a list of components and of different viewpoints. This should offer a good
documentation system. Additionally annotated screenshots and textual comments can be
stored in the database. The GUI developed to edit issues is visible in Figure 4.7.

B.3 Augmented CAD Software - Implementation De-
tails

The software was developed for Microsoft Windows XP, this was a requirement from target
user of the software. It uses the .Net framework 3.0 to have a similar look and feel than the
software suites that they already use. It is developed using the C++ and C++/CLI under
Microsoft Visual Studio 2008. All the data is accessed via NHibernate (a port of Hibernate
to the .Net framework [Kuaté et al., 2009]). Information is accessed from the database
only when required by the user. The database is stored on a Microsoft SQL Server 2008.
Each graphical user interface is a distinct reusable component. Communication between
components is done using .Net delegate that takes care of message dispatching [Skeet].
Each component can raise and catch messages.
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Figure B.3: Camera Calibration GUI. The user is guided through a wizard to obtain
the internal parameters of the camera. The results are stored in the database.
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Figure B.4: Picture Importation GUI. The user is guided through a wizard to import
newly acquired pictures. First, he selects the camera used, then the images from the disk,
which are then automatically distorted. The new undistorted images are stored in the
database.

195



VID Framework

(b) Registration Result

Figure B.5: Keyframe-based Registration GUI. The user selects a keyframe and the
image to be registered. The internal parameters and the keypoints are then loaded from
the database. Then the essential matrix is computed and extended to a full pose. The
resulting camera pose is stored in the database.

All computations are handled within a vision library, which is based on OpenCV (a
C/C++ library of computer vision [Bradski and Kaehler, 2008]). This is the functional
layer. A wrapper has been developed as part of the functional layer to translate object
to managed code usable in .Net.

A review of the development of the application including design history is given in
[Schroeder, 2009].

B.3.1 3D Renderer Description

The renderer is based on the open scene graph library because it allows for fast loading
of the models and interactive framerate. The scenegraph does automatic view frustum
culling (only visible objects actually get rendered), small feature culling (very small fea-
tures that would only be rendered as dot are discarded) and automatic load balancing of
the model with a preference for VRAM (RAM on the graphic card) instead of RAM. Ev-
ery components material can be conveniently changed on the fly so that the transparency
property can be modified. It offers also useful function for ray casting. The images are
displayed in the renderer as textured quadrangle.

Some specific components are not directly stored as 3D model with material property,
but with only geometric information. For this particular objects procedural rendering
functions create the model that are added to the rendering pipeline. In the current
system, only anchor-plates (see Section 6.1) are not stored as models, because they are
used as geometric information for registration. This was done in order to avoid to have
duplicate in the database. Additionally if the 3D data that defines the anchor-plates are
modified (for example after a survey), it does not create a discrepancy between the model
and the geometric information. This procedural rendering allows us to define the visual
property of this specific entity. More information on the implementation of the renderer
can be found in [Kaiser, 2009).
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B.4 Graphical User Interface

In order to reduce the quantity of work for the end user, VID includes all necessary tools
to perform the task at hand. This means that no second software is necessary, we believe
that this simplify the use of our platform. For this reason, we tried to automate most
of the process when user interactions were necessary. For example to import new images
in the system, we use step by step wizard to support the user in the task he performs
(c.f. Figure B.4. The GUI to calibrate a camera is presented in Figure B.3 an the one to
register an image using a keyframe in Figure B.5 Usually these tasks are not directly linked
to documentation or discrepancy inspection, but are necessary in order to later perform
them, such as image registration. To create a usable tool that can handle properly such
a large amount of data that are CAD models and image collections, we had to design all
components with care. We discuss here the tree-view because of the challenges it was to
develop.

The tree-view is a custom built tree-view. It does not work as a standard tree-view
would because a leaf can have several instances. For example, a component can be part of
several rooms therefore it should be carefully loaded. In order to handle this particularity,
the communication is message based so information is passed on different leaf instances
of an object. For example, if a component is displayed using one of its leaf instance it
passes a message to delegate. The tree-view catches it and updates all the leaf instances
corresponding to this component. This way, messages can also be sent to Delegate by
other GUI components (e.g. using the contextual menu of a thumbnail to make a image
visible in the renderer changes the status of its leaf in the tree-view). Delegate makes its
messages available to any listeners that needs them. When a node is expended it sends
a message to load all its children. This task is then carried out by the data access layer,
which uses Nhybernate. We took a special care that Nhybernate only loads next levels of
nodes and not the full dependencies. When the loading is finished, it calls for a repaint.
The data access layer avoids also creating duplicates.
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AN INDUSTRIAL AUGMENTED REALITY SOLUTION FOR DISCREPANCY CHECK,
Pierre Georgel, Pierre Schroeder, Selim Benhimane, Stefan Hinterstoisser, Mirko
Appel, Nassir Navab, International Symposium on Mixed and Augmented Reality
(ISMAR), Nara, Japan, November 2007

A UNIFIED APPROACH COMBINING PHOTOMETRIC AND GEOMETRIC INFORMA-
TION FOR POSE ESTIMATION, Pierre Georgel, Selim Benhimane, Nassir Navab,
British Machine Vision Conference (BMVC), Leeds, UK, September 2008

How TO AUGMENT THE SECOND IMAGE? RECOVERY OF THE TRANSLATION
SCALE IN IMAGE TO IMAGE REGISTRATION, Pierre Georgel, Pierre Schroeder,

Selim Benhimane, Mirko Appel, Nassir Navab, International Symposium on Mixed
and Augmented Reality (ISMAR), Cambridge, UK, September 2008

ESTIMATION OF LOCATION UNCERTAINTY FOR SCALE INVARIANT FEATURE
PoinTs, Bernhard Zeisl, Pierre Georgel, Florian Schweiger, Eckehard Steinbach,
Nassir Navab, British Machine Vision Conference (BMVC), London, UK, Septem-
ber, 2009

PHOTO-BASED INDUSTRIAL AUGMENTED REALITY APPLICATION USING A SIN-
GLE KEYFRAME REGISTRATION PROCEDURE, Pierre Georgel, Selim Benhimane,

Jirgen Sotke, Nassir Navab, International Symposium on Mixed and Augmented
Reality, Orlando, US, October, 2009

MAXIMUM DETECTOR RESPONSE MARKERS FOR SIFT AND SURF, Florian
Schweiger, Bernhard Zeisl, Pierre Georgel, Georg Schroth, FEckehard Steinbach,
Nasir Navab, Vision, Modeling and Visualization Workshop (VMV), Braunschweig,
Germany, November 2009

SIMULTANEOUS IN-PLANE MOTION ESTIMATION AND POINT MATCHING USING
GEOMETRIC CUES ONLY, Pierre Georgel, Adrien Bartoli, Nassir Navab, IEEE
Workshop on Motion and Video Computing (WMVC), Snowbird, USA, December
2009
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viii. RECOVERING THE FULL POSE FROM A SINGLE KEYFRAME, Pierre Georgel, Se-

lim Benhimane, Jirgen Sotke, Nassir Navab, IEEE Workshop on Applications of
Computer Vision (WACV) , Snowbird, USA, December 2009

ix. NAVIGATION ToOOLS FOR AUGMENTED CAD VIEWING, Pierre Georgel, Pierre
Schroeder, Nassir Navab, IEEE Computer Graphic and Application (CG&A), spe-
cial issue on 3D User Interfaces, November-December 2009

Patent Applications

i. METHOD FOR COMPARISON OF 3D COMPUTER MODEL AND AS-BUILT SITUATION
OF AN INDUSTRIAL PLANT, Mirko Appel, Pierre Georgel, Ralf Keller, Nassir Navab,
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An Industrial Augmented Reality Solution For Dis-
crepancy Check

Pierre Georgel, Pierre Schroeder, Selim Benhimane, Stefan Hin-
terstoisser, Mirko Appel, Nassir Navab

International Symposium on Mixed and Augmented Reality (ISMAR), Nara,
Japan, November 2007

Construction companies employ CAD software during the planning phase, but what is
finally built often does not match the original plan. The procedure of validating the
model is called "discrepancy check". The system proposed here allows the user to easily
obtain an augmentation in order to find differences between the planned 3D model and
the built items. The main difference to previous body of work in this field is the emphasis
on usability and acceptance of the solution. While standard image-based solutions use
markers or rely on a "perfect" 3D model to find the pose of the camera, our software uses
Anchor-Plates. Anchor-Plates are rectangular structures installed on walls and ceiling
in the majority of industrial edifices. We are using them as landmarks because they are
the most reliable components often used as reference coordinates by constructors. Fur-
thermore, for real industrial applications, they are the most suitable solutions in terms of
general applicability. Unfortunately, they have not been designed with Computer Vision
applications in mind. On the contrary, they are often made or painted in such way that
they are not easily popping out. They are therefore difficult targets to segment and to
track. This paper proposes a solution to extract and match them to their 3D counter-
parts. We created a software that uses the detected structures for pose estimation and
image augmentation. The software has been successfully employed to find discrepancies
in several rooms of two industrial plants.
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A Unified Approach Combining Photometric and Ge-
ometric Information for Pose Estimation

Pierre Georgel, Selim Benhimane, Nassir Navab
British Machine Vision Conference (BMVC), Leeds, UK, September, 2008

In this paper, we present a novel approach for the relative pose estimation problem from
point correspondences extracted from image pairs. Unlike classical algorithms, such as
the Gold Standard algorithm, the proposed approach ensures that the matched points are
photo-consistant throughout the pose estimation process. In fact, common algorithms use
the photometric information to extract the feature points and to establish the 2D point
correspondences. Then, they focus on minimizing, in a non-linear scheme, geometric
distances between the projection of reconstructed 3D points and the coordinates of the
extracted image points without taking the photometric information into account. The
approach we propose in this paper merges geometric and photometric information in a
unified cost function for the final non-linear minimization. This allows us to achieve results
with higher precision and also with higher convergence frequency. Extensive experiments
with ground truth on synthetic data show the superiority of the proposed approach in
terms of robustness and precision. The simulation results have been confirmed by several
tests on real image data.

Estimation of Location Uncertainty for Scale Invariant
Feature Points

Bernhard Zeisl, Pierre Georgel, Florian Schweiger, Eckehard
Steinbach, Nassir Navab

British Machine Vision Conference (BMVC), London, UK, September,
2009

Image feature points are the basis for numerous computer vision tasks, such as pose
estimation or object detection. State of the art algorithms detect features that are invari-
ant to scale and orientation changes. While feature detectors and descriptors have been
widely studied in terms of stability and repeatability, their localisation error has often
been assumed to be uniform and insignificant. We argue that this assumption does not
hold for scale-invariant feature detectors and demonstrate that the detection of features
at different image scales actually has an influence on the localisation accuracy. A general
framework to determine the uncertainty of multi-scale image features is introduced. This
uncertainty is represented via anisotropic covariances with varying orientation and mag-
nitude. We apply our framework to the well-known SIFT and SURF algorithms, detail its
implementation and make it available. Finally the usefulness of such covariance estimates
for bundle adjustment and homography computation is illustrated.
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Photo-based Industrial Augmented Reality Applica-
tion Using a Single Keyframe Registration Procedure

Pierre Georgel, Selim Benhimane, Jirgen Sotke, Nassir Navab

International Symposium on Mixed and Augmented Reality, Orlando, US,
October, 2009

In the recent years, many Industrial Augmented Reality (IAR) applications are shifting
from video to still images to create a mixed view. This new type of application is called
Photo-based Augmented Reality. In order to guarantee the success of these applications, a
simple and efficient registration method is required. We present a new method to register
an image to a CAD model using a single keyframe. This registration is based on sparse
3D information from the model linked to the keyframe during its offline registration.
We demonstrate this method in our in-house TAR software for Visual Inspection and
Documentation: VID.

Recovering the Full Pose from a Single Keyframe

Pierre Georgel, Selim Benhimane, Jiirgen Sotke, Nassir Navab

IEEE Workshop on Applications of Computer Vision (WACV) , Snowbird,
USA, December 2009

Photo-based Augmentation is a growing field in particular for Industrial Augmented Re-
ality (IAR) applications. Registration is at the core of every photo-based AR software.
This alignment of the image to the 3D model coordinate system is usually achieved with
fiducial markers. When a single keyframe is used, the unknown baseline length has to
be estimated in order to superimpose virtual models onto the image. In this paper, we
develop an automatic algorithm to augment the relative pose, estimated using a single
keyframe, into a full pose that will permit superimposition. This is performed by prop-
agating known 2D-3D correspondences to the target image using perspectively corrected
template matching and followed by a refinement of the estimated full pose that combines
geometric and photometric information. The performance and the stability of the pro-
posed method is extensively demonstrated on synthetic data and its applicability is shown
within an industrial AR software for Visual Inspection and Documentation.
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Navigation Tools for Augmented CAD Viewing

Pierre Georgel, Pierre Schroeder, Nassir Navab

IEEFE Computer Graphic and Application (CGEA), special issue on 3D User
Interfaces, November-December 2009

The creation of a computer aided design (CAD) model is the first step in the development
of any modern physical product. This model will be used during the complete life cycle
of the product: prototyping, fabrication, maintenance and upgrade. During the construc-
tion, a discrepancy between the model and the object can occur. In order to maintain
and upgrade the object it is mandatory to have a model that represents the reality. So
that one can have an up-to-date model one has to verify it and sometimes update it. We
propose a scalable solution where CAD software has been augmented with pictures of the
object. Still images have been aligned to the model allowing visualization of the model
and the object at the same time. This creates what can be called a mixed view. The
virtual camera that renders the model in a mixed view is restricted by the still image
because the alignment between the image and the model has to be maintained. We de-
veloped tools to navigate in this mixed world. We transposed the zoom and pan from 2D
user interfaces in order to navigate in the mixed view. Additionally we introduced tools
for intuitive navigation within a set of mixed views.
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How to Augment the Second Image? Recovery of the
Translation Scale in Image to Image Registration

Pierre Georgel, Pierre Schroeder, Selim Benhimane, Mirko Ap-
pel, Nassir Navab

International Symposium on Mized and Augmented Reality (ISMAR), Cam-
bridge, UK, September 2008

In this paper, we present an automatic pose estimation (6 DoF) technique to augment
images using keyframes pre-registered to a CAD model. State of the art techniques
recover the essential matrix (5 DoF) in an automatic manner, but include a manual step
to align the image with the CAD reference system because the essential matrix does not
provide the scale of the translation. We propose using planar structures to recover this
scale automatically and to offer immediate augmentation. These techniques have been
implemented in our augmented reality software. Qualitative tests are performed in an
industrial environment.
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Figure E.1: Full Pose Estimation from a Single Keyframe Using Planes Matched
features points are triangulated and planar structures a extracted and matched to the
CAD model. The distance from the plane can be used to extend the relative pose to a full
pose. Features matched to a CAD model plane are marked in white in the (top) images
and the resulting augmentation is visible on the (bottom).

Maximum Detector Response Markers for SIFT and
SURF

Florian Schweiger, Bernhard Zeisl, Pierre Georgel, Georg
Schroth, Eckehard Steinbach, Nasir Navab

Vision, Modeling and Visualization Workshop (VMV), Braunschweig, Ger-
many, November 2009

In this paper, we introduce optimal markers to be used with the SIFT and SURF feature
detectors. They can be applied to trigger the detection of feature points at desired
locations. Unlike conventional marker systems, we do not propose a standalone solution
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Figure E.2: Optimal SURF Markers: (left) two typical markers composed using our
optimal image feature (center) the SURF detector response for the synthetic features is
distinctive compared to image features (right) Sinthetic featres are detected even when a
large perspective deformation is present.

comprising a set of markers and a thereto adapted detection algorithm. Instead, our
markers are adapted to existing and established detectors. In particular, we introduce
markers optimally suited for SIFT and SURF. We derive the optimal design and show
their high detectability within a wide range of different imaging conditions in experiments
on both synthetic and real data

Simultaneous In-Plane Motion Estimation and Point
Matching Using Geometric Cues Only

Pierre Georgel, Adrien Bartoli, Nassir Navab

IEEE Workshop on Motion and Video Computing (WMVC), Snowbird,
USA, December 2009

In this paper, we present a novel approach that, given two sets of unmatched keypoints,
simultaneously estimates the in-plane camera motion and keypoint matches without using
photometric information. Standard approaches estimate the epipolar geometry based
on putative matches, first established with photometric information, then accepted or
rejected using the epipolar constraint. Our method discretizes the space of essential
matrices at different levels. It searches for the essential matrix and keypoint matches
which are the most geometrically coherent. We maximize geometric coherence, that we
define as the number of points that can be matched based on the epipolar and unicity
constraints. We applied this general framework to sets of images acquired by a moving
tripod. We present promising results on simulated and real data.
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Figure E.3: Geometric Only Simultaneous Pose and Matching Estimation (upper
left) Exemplary in-plane motion used for this system (upper middle) Top view of the 2-
parameter camera setup we consider. (upper right) A quad-tree subdivision to 6 layers
of the essential matrix space [E for the camera setup we consider. The empty diagonal
comes from the non-overlapping criterion. (center) Registration and matching results
using unmatched Harris corners as input using this method.
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Augmentation of an Image brings new information to the CAD model.
In the area marked in red a discrepancy, a valve has been switched. In green
undocumented features, Electrical installation are visible in the image but
not present in the CAD model. In Blue plant alteration, metallic structure

was added to the original design. . . . . . .. ... ..o

2D Industrial Drawings represent orthographic views of the 3D CAD
models. They are still the document of choice for construction workers. It

is also used to store information as it can be easily annotated. . . . . . . .

3D CAD Models can represent large and complex structures. This view
represents all the components that belongs to three rooms of a large power-

plant. . . .. L

Augmented Reality System needs access to the real world here rep-
resented by images, and virtual information, here represented by CAD
model. An AR system is composed of a registration procedure to align the
virtual and real information, and a visualization module to interact with

the created mixed world. . . . . . . . . .. .

The Mixed View (c): a new document that merges Pictures of the
Plant (a) and its 3D Model (b). The new document links metadata from
the CAD to the image, informs the user about undocumented features (e.g.
electrical wires), allows the user to perform discrepancy check and offers

new navigation techniques for large image sets. . . . . . . . .. . .. .. ..

ARToolKit Markers: on the left the well-known “Hiro” tag and on
the right a demonstration of ARToolKit to find the transformation be-
tween the marker and the user’s HMD. Courtesy of http: //www. hitl.

washington. edu/artoolkit/. . . . . . . .. ...

ARTags are advanced fiducial markers that offer a large set of distinctive

markers. Courtesy of http: //www. artag. net/. . . . . . .. . . .. ...

Siemens SCR in the SEAR Project uses markers for AR supported
maintenance. The markers offer navigation guidance and contextual infor-

mation. Courtesy of Nassir Navab [Goose et al., 2004). . . . . . . . . ...
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Demonstration of ARToolKit+ at ISMAR 2007: Markers for reg-
istration on handheld devices such as cellphones. These pictures show a
demonstration, which uses the real mock-up of a city to offer X-Ray vi-
sion into underground structures. Courtesy of Daniel Wagner http: //
studierstube. tcg. tu—graz. ac. at/handheld_ ar/media_press. php. 19

Minimizer results on a function with a local minimum. . . . . . . . 33
Pinhole Camera Model is parametrized by the matrix K; of internal
parameters. This matrix transform points from camera coordinate system
C; to the pixel grid. The focal length defines the camera field of view and
the principal point ug the shift of the camera center on the pixel grid. . . . 36
Registration Schematic. The rigid transformation T changes the coor-
dinate system from CAD to camera. After projection on the camera plane
using w, the image coordinate system is obtained by using K. . . . . . .. 37
Scale Space Representation of an Image. The different layers are created
from the initial image by convolution with an increasing Gaussian blur kernel. 39
Detection of Characteristic Scale for local features: The top row
shows two images of the same scene but captured with different focal length.
The circle sizes are indicating the characteristic scales for the detected
SIFT points and are according to the size of the features in the images.
The bottom row shows the scale selection operator responses at the feature
points over scale. Here the maximum of the filter response indicates the
characteristic scale and the ratio of 6.4 to 3.2 reveals that the right image
exhibits a zooming factorof 2. . . . . . . ... 40
Descriptor Invariance. 3.6(a): Interest point neighborhood used for
creating the SIFT descriptor. The detection scale controls the size of the
influencing area. Rotation invariance can be achieved by rotating the gra-
dient field, such that the strongest gradient direction (overlaid as blue line)
is facing upwards. 3.6(b): Invariance to affine transformations is achieved
by determining the descriptor from a normalized point neighborhood that
is influenced by the particular present affine shape. . . . . . .. . ... .. 41
Interest points detected by the Harris corner detector (left) and the
MSER blob detector (right). The ellipses in the right image specify the
interest regions found by the detector. Note how the different methods

detect different properties of the image. . . . . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... 42
SURF Box filter sizes: the different rows define the filter sizes used in
the SURF algorithm for each octaves. Courtesy of [Bay et al., 2008]. . . . 46

Essential Matrix Decomposition leads to 4 different cameras but only
one can triangulate a 3D point M in front of both cameras of the rig. In
blue is displayed the canonical camera, in green the correct decomposition
and in red the incorrect ones. . . . . . . ... 50
Jacobian Matrix for Bundle Adjustment: On the left hand side of the
matrix are derivatives with respect to motion parameters and on the right
hand side with respect to structure parameters. This matrix is extremely
sparse because most of the parameters are independent. . . . . . . . . . .. 52


http://studierstube.icg.tu-graz.ac.at/handheld_ar/media_press.php
http://studierstube.icg.tu-graz.ac.at/handheld_ar/media_press.php

List of Figures

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9

VID Main Graphical User Interface: (1) the 3D renderer that dis-
plays models and image, (2) the custom tree-view that gives access to the
hierarchy of the project (3) the zoom and pan interface that command the
virtual camera motion in a mixed view (4) the thumbnail browser that can
display set of images based on a user-specified criteria. . . . . . . .. ... 56

Use case Diagram: The user acquires images from the item under study,
that are registered to the model using VID back at the office to obtain an
augmentation that can be used for discrepancy check, that can be used to
compile a construction quality report. . . . . . . .. ... Y

VID a CAD viewer: VID’s primary task is to inspect CAD model. It
can display in real-time complex 3D models. . . . . . . .. ... ... 58

VID an augmented CAD viewer: VID supports the inspection of CAD
Model via augmented reality. It offers to align and display an image within
a CAD Model. . . . . . .. .. 59

Anchor-Plates Based Registration GUI. In order to register an im-
ages, first (a) the user segment the Anchor-plates in the image to perform
this task he is supported by a segmentation tool; then (b) he matches the
extracted image anchor-plates to their model. . . . . . . .. .. ... ... 60

User interaction for discrepancy check. The user can change the scene
rendering property in order to reveal discrepancy between the model and
the images. The user can change the transparency of the model or of the
image plane. He can translate the image plane. He can zoom and pan
in a image and request new view point in designated direction. All these
interactions are supported by VID. . . . .. ... ... oL, 61

Discrepancy Documentation GUI. When a discrepancy or a problem is
found using VID the user can document it using this GUI. He can attached
different 3D scenes (image, rendering properties and displayed models) and
annotated views along side a description, its status and its importance. All
the data is then stored in our database. . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 62

Impact of modifying the Transparency of the Virtual Image Plane
(VIP) on Mixed Views: The change of transparency of the plane on
which the image is textured, allowing to switch from the Picture (reality)
at the top to CAD Model (virtually) ot the bottom. This interaction helps
to detect differences between the mock-up and the built state. . . . . . . . 64

Impact of Changing the Transparency Property of the CAD
Model on Mixed Views: The change of transparency of the 3D model
(e.g. pipes) allows the user to switch from a regular mixed view (Aug-
mented Reality) at the top to image (Reality) at the bottom. This in-
teraction helps to detect differences between the mock-up and the built
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4.10 Impact when Changing the Virtual Image Plane’s Depth on
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5.4
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Mixed Views: The change of depth of the VIP with respect to the model
allows the user to switch from image (Reality) at the top to regular Mixed
View (Augmented Reality) at the bottom. This interaction helps to de-
tect differences between the mock-up and the built state, especially since
it allows to follow pipelines easily. . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ....

Formalization of a 2D Zoom and Pan interface: the user sets a
focus f and a scale factor, which defines an Area of Interest a® in an image
describe by its corners c’. As a convention c¢; (respectively a;) is the upper
left corner of the image (resp. of the area of interest) and the number goes
clock-wise. . . . . . .

Virtual camera under a zoom and pan motion: The virtual camera
rotates to be centered on the Focus F, the Field of View ¢,. changes to
fit the Area of interest {A7}, note that the Center of Projection O stays
unchanged to avoid parallax; on the right the resulting Mized View with a
gray transparent model focused on the white dashed area. . . . . ... ..

Results of Zoom and Pan motion: the virtual camera focuses on the
area represented by the marked rectangle in the thumbnail image. This
interface allows a detailed view of the area of interest but still with access
to information about the context from the thumbnail. The virtual model is
pictured in red and gold, the light blue is the background of the rendered
SCEIES. . ot e

Exemplary virtual scene used in VID: the gold pipe is part of the CAD
model that was augmented with pictures; the cones represent the locations
of a subset of registered images; Notice the geometric ambiguity: (1) is to
the left of (2) which can be extrapolated from the centers of projection,
but this method does not extend to the pair (3) and (4) where the relation
is inverted; the relative position between the scene and the views has to be

Top View of an Augmented CAD Model: the bounding surface en-
capsulates the model and the centers of projections. The Virtual 3D points
are the intersections between the lines of sight and the bounding surface,
they inform about the relation between the scene and the viewpoints. The
images taken by the label image (1) to (4) are visible in Figure 5.4.

Image Manipulator Graphical Interface: This graphical component
allows the user to manipulate the mixed view; he can change the focus of
the scene, the transparency of the frustum and of the model, or the frustum
depth; This to reveal discrepancy between the image and the model; He
can also request other viewpoints using the classifiers. . . . . . . . . .. ..

Result of Minimum Volume Enclosing Ellipsoid on Power-Plant
Room Reality Model. The red dots represents the reality model com-
posed of anchor-plates corners. . . . . . . .. ... ... L.
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5.8 View Classifier - Experimental results for set 1 (Rotation). Test
users had to select 2 images from A to H that they felt were on the left of
the source and 2 to its right. If the decision of a user was in accordance
to the algorithm we labeled it as true, false otherwise. All the images were
correctly classified (see Chart). B is clearly to the left since the door is to
the extreme left of the image Source and centered in B. D is clearly to the
right since the door almost disappeared. . . . . . .. ... .. ... .. ..

5.9 View Classifier - Experimental Results for Set 2 (Free Motion).
The users’ decisions were mainly in accordance with the algorithm result.
The most misclassifications happened with image D which is extremely
close to the Source but still to the left; see the pump that appeared on the

5.10 Example of a zoom in/out motion; on the bottom with the most outer
view and on the top the most inner view, the local geometrical relation is
visible in the 3D scene; see that the viewpoints’ directions do not need to
be aligned. . . . . . ..

5.11 Example of left/right navigation The user can request a new view
point that the presented algorithm estimates based on the focus of the
current view. The left (resp. right) images correspondents to a requested
view point from the center images to the left (resp. right). . . . .. .. ..

6.1 Example of Anchor-Plates. Anchor-plates are installed and welded to
wall’s steel armatures before the concrete is poured. After walls are often
built the contour of the plates are not well distinguishable and when the
plant is finished the plates are occluded by support and pipes. All this
makes their segmentation hard. . . . . . .. ... ... 0L,

6.2 Results of Anchor-Plate Segmentation. These segmentations were ob-
tained using a region of interest around the anchor-plates and were always
within the ten first candidates proposed by the algorithm. . . . . .. . ..

6.3 Exemplary Blueprints of Anchor-Plates Layout: (a) shows data from
a power plant under construction including information for the floor and the
ceiling (data-set 1); (b) represents the anchor-plates geometric organization
within 4 walls of a room from a plant in use (data-set 2). Note how the
geometric relation of two anchor-plates is often unique within a room. . . .

6.4 Ranking of Anchor-Plates Matches: Matches are ranked using a nor-
malized registration error; We see that the five best candidates have similar
geometric organization, but the best candidate has a score, which is clearly
separated from the others. . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ...

6.5 Anchor-Plates Matching Results 1 using images of a plant during
construction. The algorithm used 3D information from the 4 walls, the
ceiling and the floor ( Data-set 1 - Figure 6.3(a)) and segmentation provided
from 6.2. It automatically detected the correct wall and matched to the
correct structure. . . . . ... ..o Lo Lo
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6.6 Augmentation of Power-plant Images 1, the pose was obtained using
the 2D-3D correspondences displayed in figure 6.5. Snapshots obtained
directly from VID. . . . . . .. ...

6.7 Anchor-Plates Matching Results 2 using images of a plant during
construction. The algorithm used 3D information from the 4 walls, the
ceiling and the floor ( Data-set 1 - Figure 6.3(a)) and segmentation provided
from 6.2. It automatically detected the correct wall and matched to the
correct structure. . . . . . . ..o L L

6.8 Augmentation of Power-plant Images 2, the pose was obtained using
the 2D-3D correspondences displayed in figure 6.7. Snapshots obtained
directly from VID. . . . . . .. . .o

6.9 Anchor-Plates Matching Results 3 using images of a plant in oper-
ation. The algorithm used 3D information from the 4 walls ( Data-set
2 - Figure 6.3(b)) and segmentation provided from 6.2. It automatically
detected the correct wall and matched to the correct structure. . . . . . . .

6.10 Augmentation of Power-plant Images 3, the pose was obtained using
the 2D-3D correspondences displayed in figure 6.9. Snapshots obtained
directly from VID. . . . . . ... o

6.11 Anchor-Plates Matching Results 4 using images of a plant in oper-
ation. The algorithm used 3D information from the 4 walls ( Data-set
2 - Figure 6.3(b)) and segmentation provided from 6.2. It automatically
detected the correct wall and matched to the correct structure. . . . . . . .

6.12 Augmentation of Power-plant Images 4, the pose was obtained using
the 2D-3D correspondences displayed in figure 6.11. Snapshots obtained
directly from VID. . . . . . .. ... oo

7.1 Self Matching Function of an image patch around a found feature point
(left). Residual of the self-matching and its 2" order approximation (right).
The ellipse indicates the covariance describing the localization uncertainty.

7.2 Error sources for a wrong localization of interest points. The
ground truth point is assumed to be known in the 3D scene. The cap-
turing process, mapping the 3D point into a 2D image coordinate system,
introduces noise in the pixel intensity values. In addition, the interest point
detection process itself has an inherent error depending on the particular
algorithm. Both sources of error account for the interest point localization
EITOT 1N AN IMAZE. . . « « « v v v v e e e e e e e

7.3 Detection Function defined in Scale Space and its related Hessian
(left) Features are detected in scale-space via a local maximum search in
each stack layers to find the pixel location (u,v) of the features, followed
by a maximum search over all scales; (right) Detector function response D
at a given feature location and the corresponding residual function R (bell
curve) that provides the covariance matrix via its Hessian. . . . . . . . ..
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Image generating maximal response for the SIFT detector. An
interest point will be found exactly in the middle of the feature. Note,
that for displaying this feature in an image the pixel intensities have to be
scaled such that they are fitting to the value range present in the image. . 114

Image generating maximal response for the SURF detector. An
interest point will be found exactly in the middle of the feature. Note,
that for displaying this feature in an image the pixel intensities have to be
scaled such that they are fitting to the value range present in the image. . 115

Covariance Evaluation Using Synthetic Features. Distribution of
location error (blue cross) and comparison of maximum likelihood estimate
(dashed line) to our Hessian based covariance estimate (solid line) with
respect to varying perspective distortion (a) - (g) for SIFT (top) and SURF
(bottom). . . . . . 116

Covariance Evolution with Respect to Scale Change. Frobenius
norm of estimated covariances for interest regions detected in real images.
The covariance norm and thus also the localization accuracy is clearly de-
pendent on the detection scale for both SIFT and SURF features.. . . . . . 117

Covariance Evolution for different Sensors The top row shows a high
and low resolution image from a scene captured with a standard photo
camera and a webcam, respectively. The figures below illustrate covariances
for matching feature points in the two images. As matching feature points
are detected at corresponding characteristic scales, i.e. feature shapes in
the images are of equal size, the difference in resolution and quality does
not lead to a less accurate localization. Projecting covariances from the low
resolution image to the high resolution image, shows that the localization
precision is almost identical. . . . . . . . . ... ... oL 119

Synthetic Scene used for Bundle Adjustment: (left) Images are gen-
erated from virtual cameras (red diamonds) capturing a scene made of four
textured planes, (middle and right) Rendered scenes for two camera positions120

Visual Evaluation Results of Bundle Adjustment. Corner point lo-
cations of patches for different pose estimates obtained from bundle adjust-
ment. It can be seen that the alignment of the corners using the covariance
are closer to the true solution. . . . . . .. . ... ... L. 121

Impact of Motion on Covariance Orientation Selected frames from
a video sequence showing a pattern under scale change, perspective trans-
formations, and rotation. The covariances for tracked feature points are
changing accordingly: 7.11(a) covariances are bigger the larger the feature
is in the image; 7.11(b) covariances are compressed due to the perspective
distortion; 7.11(c) covariances follow the rotation of the pattern. . . . . . . 123

Classical Approaches set aside the image photometric information once
the matching has been established. Only geometric information is used in
the pose estimation. . . . . . .. ... Lo 126
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Our Hybrid Approach uses the photometric information not only for
the matching but also for the non-linear estimation where photometric and
geometric cues are combined. . . . . ... Lo 130

Intensity Sampling Strategy: the Neighbors ?kl (in blue) defined in 3D

—~k
around triangulated point M (in green), they are projected in the image
to create Patch® and Patchf as shown in left and right pictures. . . . . . . 131

Convergence rate with varying number of correspondences: It
shows results of the experiments with increasing number of points and a
Gaussian noise of 0.5. It demonstrate a clear benefit for low number of
matches even with a fronto-parallel assumption (FP). . . . ... ... ... 135

Impact of Number of Measurements: we compare the Gold Standard
against our Hybrid Method, in presence of a Gaussian noise (0.5) with
increasing numbers of point pairs. The plots display the obtained mean
registration error after convergence. The Bars represent proportion per-
centage by which a method out performs the other. It shows precision im-
provements and repeatable performances with or without a fronto-parallel
assumption. . . . .. ..o Lo 136

Convergence rate with respect to increasing noise. We show the
results of an experiment using 50 points and varying Gaussian noise add
to the 2D localization. It shows that the additional intensity information
enables our approach to be more robust to bad measurements. . . . . . . . 136

Impact of Noisy of Measurements: we compare the Gold Standard
against our hybrid method with 50 points in presence of an increasing
Gaussian perturbation of the 2D point locations. The plots display the
obtained mean registration error after convergence. The Bars represent
proportion percentage by which a method out performs the other. It shows
precision improvements and repeatable performances with or without a
fronto-parallel assumption. . . . . . . .. ... Lo 137

Convergence Rate with changing scale. We show the effect of an
increasing distance from the scene with 50 points and a Gaussian noise of
0.5. It de monstrates the stability of the proposed approach even with scale
differences between the image. . . . . . . . . ... 137

Hybrid Methods Applied to Images form an Industrial Com-
pound: the left hand graphics represents the corresponding pair of points
corrected using our method, the upper snapshot is the original keyframe;
the right hand images display the resulting augmentation displayed in VID. 139

Scale from one propagated 2D-3D correspondence: the 3D point C
projects on c¢; in the keyframe and c; maps to the epipolar line 1 in the
target image. The template matching is performed between the template
around c; and warped templates on 1. The warp is parametrized using the
plan we and the scale samples. . . . . . . . . ... 146
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Template Matching Scheme: cyan crosses are Harris corner; blue circles
2D-3D correspondences; pink dot is the 2D-3D correspondences being cur-
rently evaluated, which maps to the pink epipolar line; and white crosses
correspond to scale samples. Each of the samples relates to a warped tem-
plate and a relative NCC score. The upper graph represents the evolution
of the scale (negative scales in red are not considered) and the lower graph
represents the NCC scores over all samples. Object highlighted in green

correspond to the correct scale. . . . . . .. ... ... L.

Epipole Singularity: When the scale increases the projection cy of the
control point C converges toward the epipole e;. At the limit, we have have
singularity were the candidate pose is at infinity. Positive Scale are marked
in blue. The pink dot represent the best candidates and pink circles are
found matches. Cyan stars are unmatched control points. Black crosses

correspond to the epipoles. . . . . . . . . . ...

Stability to Keyframe Registration Error: This experiment was per-
formed with increasing noise in the 2D points localization used to register
the keyframe. The red line represents the mean target registration error
(RE) after the template search, the green the RE after the nonlinear refine-

ment, the blue the convergence rate and vertical bars standard deviations.

Stability to Relative Pose Error: This experiment was performed with
increasing noise in the 2D points localization used for the relative pose
estimation. The red line represents the mean target registration error (RE)
after the template search, the green the RE after the nonlinear refinement,

the blue the convergence rate and vertical bars standard deviations. . . . .

Stability to the number of available 2D-3D Correspondences: This
experiment was performed with varying number of available 2D-3D corre-
spondences in the Keyframe. The red line represents the mean target
registration error (RE) after the template search, the green the RE after
the nonlinear refinement, the blue the convergence rate and vertical bars

standard deviations. . . . . . . . ..

Stability towards Change in Scene Scale: The scene were rendered
at different scale from strong zoom-out on the left to strong zoom-in. The
red line represents the mean target registration error (RE) after the tem-
plate search, the green the RE after the nonlinear refinement, the blue the

convergence rate and vertical bars standard deviations. . . . . . . ... ..

Stability to Intensity Perturbation: These experiments was performed
with increasing image noise (a) and image blur (b). The red line represents
the mean target registration error (RE) after the template search, the green
the RE after the nonlinear refinement, the blue the convergence rate and

vertical bars standard deviations. . . . . . . . ...
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9.9 Full Pose from Wide Baseline Keyframe from Powerplant Im-
ages (1): (top) The matching and propagation results: propagated 2D-3D
correspondences in pink (left the keyframe, right the target), unmatched
3D points in yellow; matched features in green; (bottom) The resulting
augmentation. . . . . .. ..o

9.10 Full Pose from Wide Baseline Keyframe from Powerplant Im-
ages (2): (top) The matching and propagation results: propagated 2D-3D
correspondences in pink (left the keyframe, right the target), unmatched
3D points in yellow; matched features in green; (bottom) The resulting
augmentation. . . . ... ... Lo

9.11 Full Pose from Wide Baseline Keyframe from Powerplant Im-
ages (3): (top) The matching and propagation results: propagated 2D-3D
correspondences in pink (left the keyframe, right the target), unmatched
3D points in yellow; matched features in green; (bottom) The resulting
augmentation. . . . ... Lo Lo

9.12 Full Pose from Wide Baseline Keyframe from Powerplant Im-
ages (4): (top) The matching and propagation results: propagated 2D-3D
correspondences in pink (left the keyframe, right the target), unmatched
3D points in yellow; matched features in green; (bottom) The resulting
augmentation. . . . ... L. Lo

A.1 Photo-montage for an Architecture Project: Early work in graphic
rendering was used to illustrate the visual impact of architectural project
by rendering a virtual model onto the image. Courtesy of Eihachiro Naka-
mae, Koichi Harada, Takao Ishizaki and Tomoyuki Nishita [Nakamae et al.,
1986] (awaiting agreement). . . . . . ...

A2 AR in Large Building Construction: AR is often used to display
up-to-date design information and to verify the correctness of the current
construction in comparaison to the planing data. Courtesy of Gudrun
Klinker, Didier Stricker and Dirk Reiners [Klinker et al., 2001b]. . . . . .

A.3 The Intelligent Welding Gun is the first AR based product to be used
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