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 When should I cite?  

 

Explanations and examples of the different citation options can be found in:  

Kessel, E. (2016). Quellen zitieren. In A. Hirsch-Weber & S. Scherer (Eds.), Wissenschaftliches Schreiben und 

Abschlussarbeit in Natur- und Ingenieurwissenschaften (pp. 143-176). Verlag Eugen Ulmer. 

https://opac.ub.tum.de/TouchPoint/perma.do?q=+1035%3D%22BV043632594%22+IN+%5B2%5D&v=tum&

l=de   

1. Using Information 

2. Presentation of 
research 
(pure reproduction,  

no evaluation) * 

3. Discussion of 
research 
(reasons for own 

position)* 

4. Relevance to own 
research* 

• Data, facts* 

• Tables 

• Images 

• Examples* 

• Further reading* 

• Models / methods / standards* 

• Researchers’ opinion 

• Research progress / history* 

• State or research 

• Review 

• Confirmation 

• Divergence / Differences 

• Critique 

• Comparison of different sources / 

studies / methods* 

• Need for research / knowledge gap* 

• Basis of research work* 

• Definition as basis* 

• Reasons for own approach* 

• Own path of discovery / research* 

• Research not considered / 

accessible* 

• Reflection / evaluation of own 

approach* 

 

Figure 1: Overview of citation purposes. Translated and adapted from Kessel, E. (2016, p. 151). Items 
marked with * have been changed or added. 
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